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The Sovereignty of God
Part 1. God’s Nature

God’s Sovereignty Defined
God is Sovereign. But what does this mean? Thed Wsovereignty” means SUPREME
AUTHORITY. In the earthly realm, it speaks of one who hdleshighestplace of authority such
as a monarch, president, or ruler of a provincewitory. However when this term is applied to
God, the Creator of the heavens and the eartikesston a much fuller meaning. God rules from
heaven over the world He created out of nothingdlsyown power; He also sustains everything
in the world by His powerful Word. Scripture daebeis God a§ HE SOVEREIGN KING above
all earthly and heavenly powers and authorities.

Psalm 103:19: The LORD has established His throne in the heavens; Aiig

sovereignty rules over all.
God possesseabsolute_dominion and authority over all things. So He is said itoos a
“throne” in heaven! Just think how ridiculous ibuld be to say that God created the universe
but is not in control of what takes place in i&cripture teaches that God not only controls
nature and history, but literally sustains the erdi universe by His power, and orders the
events of His entire creation to accomplish His ovpuirposes and plans.Friends, we must
understand that all world events happen at theessppurpose and will of God, who rules the
world and all who are in itHe is “Lord of Heaven and Earth”(Acts 17:24). Everything that
happens in the world happens because God has fetmiideed hadecreedt to happenTHe
Decrees oF Gop). Even the evil in the world, which God hates séexibecause it is necessary to
achieve His eternal purposes, which will certaicdyne to pass. God not only permits the events
of human history, but has ordained them from etgast(ForeorbinaTION ). Furthermore, He is
actively involvedn seeing that they all come to p&ssovioence) so as to fulfill all of His plans
and purposes.

Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purposeEven the wicked

for the day of evil.
It is unthinkable that God'’s divine purpose could meet with frustrat for then it could not be
God’s divine purpose! Failure of God's purpose wiobk failure of His sovereignty. God
cannot be God and be less than sovereign. Saiwery clear that a less-than-sovereign God
would NOT be God.

Ephesians 1:11: also we have obtained an inheritance, having beedestined

according to His purpose who works all things aftethe counsel of His wil)
Even Satan was created by God to achieve the wepppe for which God made him.

Isaiah 10:15: Is the axe to boast itself over the one who chopstivit? Is the saw to

exalt itself over the one who wields it?That would be like a club wielding those who

lift it, Or like a rod lifting him who is not wood.

Isaiah 54:16: Behold, | Myself have created the smith who blohes fire of coals, And

brings out a weapon for its worknd | have created the destroyer to ruin

Question #1: What does the word “sovereignty” mean in a worlsiynse?

Question #2: How does the Bible use the word “sovereigntyfetation to God?
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Question #3: How does God’s sovereignty relate to the accompiestt of His divine purpose?

Question #4: How does a good understanding of God’s sovergidi@ip us explain the
existence of Satan and evil?

Question #5: Why is sovereignty a necessary attribute of God?

Exposition of 1 Chronicles 29:11-13

Let us closely examine how this Scripture passageribes the Sovereignty of God.
1 Chronicles 29:11-13*'Thine, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the
glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed eveting that is in the heavens and
the earth; Thine is the dominion, OLORD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over
all. *Both riches and honor come from Thee, and Thou ddstover all, and in Thy
hand is power and might; and it lies in Thy handntake great, and to strengthen
everyone!*Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praigeglorious name.

Thine, O LORD, is the greatness and the power la@djlory and the victory and the majesty:
What words can describe the greatness of God asgdéiver? We cannot fully understand or
describe the greatness of God because He is enfanmidl we are finite. Listen as Scripture speaks
of His greatness: His is tip@werandglory andvictory AND majesty

God is the source of ghower.
Jeremiah 32:17: Ah Lord Gob! Behold,Thou hast made the heavens and the
earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretchedarm! Nothing is too
difficult for Thee,

God'’s is theglory.
Revelation 15:3-4°And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servaf@oof
and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and maugehre Thy works, O Lord
God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy waysu King of the nations.
*Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy;
For all the nations will come and worship beforee@hFor Thy righteous acts
have been revealed.”

God will always prevalil irvictory against His enemies.
Isaiah 42:13: The LORD will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse Hisal like
a man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He wdlise a war cryHe will prevail
against His enemies

God’s authoritativeMAJESTY is the most regal and beautiful, stately and spten

awesome and magnificent grandeur of all.
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Psalms 96:4-9:For great is the GRD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be
feared above all godsFor all the gods of the peoples are idols, Butltb&D
made the heaven§Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and
beauty are in His sanctuary 'Ascribe to the brDp, O families of the peoples,
Ascribe to the brp glory and strengttPAscribe to the LORD the glory of His
name Bring an offering, and come into His courté/orship the IORD in holy
attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.

Question #6: According to the above Scripture passages, haheigreatness of God reflected
in the demonstration of His power, glory, victoand majesty?

indeed everything that is in the heavens and @t eThine is the dominion, OdRD:
The Scripture plainly declares th@bp crReATED all things and is the Possessor of everything
Since God is the creator of all things, He alsthes rightful owner and proprietor of all things.
He, therefore, has the sovereign right or prerggab do as He pleases.
Exodus 9:29:And Moses said to him, “As soon as | go out of ¢hig, | will spread out
my hands to the @rD; the thunder will cease, and there will be haillevager,that you
may know that the earth is the LORD’S.
Exodus 19:5:Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and kelly covenant, then
you shall be My own possession among all the pegjgeall the earth is Mine;
Deuteronomy 10:14: Behold to the LORD your God belong heaven and the highest
heavens, the earth and all that is in it.
Job 41:11: Who has given to Me that | should repay hinWwhatever is under the
whole heaven is Mine
Psalm 24:1: The earth is the LORD’S, and all it contains The world, and those who
dwell in it.
Psalm 89:11: The heavens are Thine, the earth also is Thiie world and all it
contains Thou hast founded them
The | Scripture plainly declares thaop RULES and does as He pleas&gth everything He has
made. God iSOTALLY FREE of external constraint.
Daniel 4:34-35:*But at the end of that period |, Nebuchadnezzésedamy eyes toward
heaven, and my reason returned to me, and | blebsed/lost High and praised and
honored Him who lives forever: Faétfis dominion is an everlasting dominion And
His kingdom endures from generation to generafithmd all the inhabitants of the earth
are accounted as nothing, Bi¢ does according to His will in the_host of heaveAnd
among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can waraff His hand Or say to Him,
“What hast Thou done?”
Psalms 135:5-6°For | know thatthe LORD is great, And that our Lord is above all
gods. SWhatever the LORD pleases, He doedn heaven and in earth, in the seas and in
all deeps.

Question #7: How do the above Scripture passages justify Gddsdom to do as He
pleases?
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and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all: Topgire plainly declares th&od is the

highest authorityand that He is the One wilestablishes all other authoritin heaven and earth.

Romans 13:1:Let every person be in subjection to the goverminthorities. Fothere

is no authority except from God, and those which est are established by God
God is highly exalted above everything. Theref@ed exalts Himself above us and commands
that we worship Him. It is right and proper fomiio do so. Let’'s consider the appropriateness
of God’s action. Would it be right for some otleing to occupy God’s great seat of authority?
Would it be proper for a creature to somehow bdtedabove the One who created it? Indeed
these questions must be answered, “No.” If thayiccbe answered “Yes,” God would not be
God. This is why idolatry is the great sin of manki Idolatry gives God’s proper place to
something other than God when God alone must biéeelxas King and Sovereign over us. This
is high treason against the greatest majesty thiatse Who can fully express how great a sin
unbelief truly is? Who can describe the folly afme of idolatry? Dare we slap the hand that
feeds us? Dare we raise clinched fists againgDtieewho holds our life’s breathe in His hands?
God rightly exalts Himself above us and commands wWe worship Him, because it is right and
proper. ltis, in reality, the highest good of tireature to worship and praise the Creator.

Psalm 97:9:For Thou arthe LORD Most High over all the earth; Thou art exalted

far above all gods

Exodus 20:2-3 4 am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egyjit

of the house of slavery’You shall have no other gods before Me

Isaiah 2:11-12:"'The proud look of man will be abased, And the taftis of man will be

humbled, Andhe LORD alone will be exalted in that day'“For the LORD of hosts will

have a day of reckoning Against everyone who isigrand lofty, And against everyone

who is lifted up, That he may be abased.

Question #8: On what basis should Christians submit to hun@meming authorities?

Question #9: What is idolatry?

Question #10: Why is idolatry the most terrible of sins?

Both riches and honor come from Thee, and Thou mibstover all, and in Thy hand is power
and might; and it lies in Thy hand to make great] & strengthen everyone: God in His
Sovereignty dispenses what He pleases to all tbplee of the earth. Here the Scripture says
that God, the Ruler of all, gives riches to thd r@md honor to the honorable. Here the Scripture
explicitly states that God has the power and thghinio raise up or exalt people and give them
strength. Obviously the inverse is also true.Gdd decides to abase people and make them
weak, that is His prerogative. This fact resouridsughout Scripture. God rules His creation,
including the earth and men and angels, by His tpigmovidence. God is Sovereign over the
prosperity and poverty of everyone.
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Exodus 4:11:And the LORD said to him,“Who has made man’s mouth? Or who

makes him dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is ihot I, the LORD?

Isaiah 45:7: The One forming light and creating darkne€ausing well-being and

creating calamity; | am the LORD who does all these

1 Samuel 2:7-9:The LoRD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalt§He

raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needgfthe ash heap To make them sit with

nobles, And inherit a seat of honor; For the pillaf the earth are tHeoRD'S, And He

set the world on thentHe keeps the feet of His godly ones, But the wickeds are

silenced in darknesgpor not by might shall a man prevail
The|Scripture plainly declares thaod is Sovereign over therFe AND DEATH of every creature
God determines the length of our days, and Histdirmannot be adjusted. No one lives unless
God decrees it; and no one dies unless God deitreids is the Author, Giver, and the Sustainer
of every living thing. He holds in His hand theds of both His beloved ones and His enemies.
Even Satan, the father of lies, the destroyer, dviegext breathe to the Almighty.

Job 14:5: Sincehis days are determined, The number of his monthssiwith Thee,

And his limits Thou hast set so that he cannot pass

Deuteronomy 32:39 See now that I, | am He, And there is no god hesside;lt is |

who put to death and give life. | have wounded, ahit is | who heal And there is no

one who can deliver from My hand.

1 Samuel 2:6:The LoRbD kills and makes alive He brings down to Sheol and raises up.

Job 12:9-10: *Who among all these does not know That the haritleoforD has done

this, *%In whose hand is the life of every living thing, Ad the breath of all mankind?

Matthew 10:29-30%°Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? Aret not one of them will

fall to the ground apart from your Father. **But the very hairs of your head are all

numbered.
The [Scripture plainly declares th&obp SusTAINS and MAINTAINS all things which He has
created

Hebrews 1:3: And He is the radiance of His glory and the exagresentation of His nature,

andupholds all things by the word of His power

Job 34:14-15:*If He should determine to do sti He should gather to Himself His

spirit and His breath, *°All flesh would perish together, And man would retun to

dust.

Question #11: What is the ultimate answer to the questWdiny are things the way they are?

Question #12: How does this brief look at God’s total contraleo His creation affect your
sense of security in this world?

Question #13: Does this brief look at God'’s total control ov#is creation raise some questions
in your mind? If so, write them out and look farsavers to them as you continue this study:
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Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and pralsedlorious name: Now here is a proper
response to the knowledge of God’s Sovereignty. shauld first acknowledge His greatness
and power, and then humbly thank Him for WHO Hensl what He has given us. More than
this we should praise His glorious name!

Psalm 106:1:Praise theLORD! Oh give thanks to thel orD, for He is good For His
lovingkindness is everlasting.

Psalm 33:1:Sing for joy in theLORD, O you righteous onefraise is becoming to the
upright .

Question #14: What are some practical ways in which you mightnaeskledge God'’s greatness
and power, thank Him for who He is and what He diasn you, and praise His glorious name?

Summary
We have seen that the Bible clearly teaches thdti&sovereign over all His creation. We have
also seen that theatureof this sovereignty is absolute and supreme authaxercised over all
things He has created. Our dear brother Charledgélaefines sovereignty well in his work
entitled, Systematic Theolody“Sovereignty is not a property of the divine natulaut a
prerogative arising out of the perfections of thgp@me Being. If God be a Spirit, and therefore
a person, infinite, eternal, and immutable in hising and perfections, the Creator and
Preserver of the universe, He is of right its abs®lsovereign. Infinite wisdom, goodness, and
power, with the right of possession, which beldieg&od in all his creatures, are the immutable
foundation of his dominion.’Dear reader, hear now the word of the Lord!

Deuteronomy 4:39Know therefore today, and take it to your hetvat the LORD, He

is God in heaven above and on the earth below; theiis no other

Application
How do we apply this doctrine to our life; that is,how must it affect us in our thinking and
our living?
We must recognize Him as the sovereign authoritinlives by humbly submitting to His
will. (Deuteronomy 4:39-40, 27:10; Job 2:10; Lamentation8:37-41; Jeremiah 44:23;
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Luke 11:28)
We must love God in His sovereignty and find ouwr ijo the fact that the goodness of God
rules over our lives, decisions, and everything thxa are and all that we havéMatthew
22:37-39; Romans 12:12)
We must realize that trust in God’s sovereign angcigus hand allows us to rest in
amazing security(Romans 8:28,31)

Why is this doctrine important?
The truth of God’s sovereignty explains the bemagfure, essence, and destiny of all things.
(Revelation 14:6-7)

! Charles HodgeSystematic Theologyol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publist@ognpany, 1993), 440.
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The truth of God’s sovereignty gives meaning agaificance to the way we live our lives.
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 147:11,2:1)

Since sovereignty is “a prerogative arising outtaf perfections of the Supreme Beirg,”
rightly understanding God’s sovereignty equips asthink rightly about Him and His
Kingdom. All theological heresy flows from misumd&anding the character and nature of
God. (Proverbs 9:10)

Why is this doctrine controversial?

The basic nature of sin is rebellion against Gedgereignty. From the time Adam and Eve first
decided to disobey God’s commandment in the Gaofi&den, their descendants have sought to
exalt their own autonomy in resistence to God'$arty. Sinful humanity is naturally repulsed
by the idea of submitting to Someone of higher aityr and continually seeks to usurp God’s
authority. This is the highest crime against God worthy of death.(Proverbs 29:15; Isaiah
53:6; Romans 3:10-18; 8:7-8)

Question #15:How will your study thus far immediately impactwotypical thoughts, words,
attitudes and actions? (Be very specific in yosveer.)
Thoughts:

Words:

Attitudes:

Actions:

Sovereignty and God’s Attributes
God's sovereign authority works in perfect harmenth all of His attributes to manifest God’s
perfection in every way. Consider just a few exksp

Sovereignty and Wisdom God uses His authority in accordance with pérfesdom. God
always makes decisions and executes His authorityalys that fulfill the eternal counsel of His
will. Everything He does fulfills the purpose fwhich He planned it.

Jeremiah 10:12 It is He who made the earth by His powa&tho established the world

by His wisdom; And by His understanding He has striehed out the heavens
Sovereignty and Love God’s authority is always dispensed with condemthose He loves.
God’s motivation, in the exercise of His authority,to benefit and bless those to whom He
obligates Himself by covenant — indeed to all wearfHim and call upon Him.

Psalm 103:11-13 *For as high as the heavens are above the earthre®o is His

lovingkindness toward those who fear Him 2As far as the east is from the west, So

far has He removed our transgressions from*tiust as a father has compassion on his

children, Sahe LoRD has compassion on those who fear Him

2 Hodge, 440.
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Sovereignty and Power God has the ability to bring to pass whatsod¥empleases; thus, the
exercise of His authority cannot be effectivelyise=sl. God brings to pass whatever His wisdom
and love decide. If He could not do what He waligl perform all His pleasure, He would not be
God!

Isaiah 46:9-11 °Remember the former things long past, For | am Gaod, there

is no other; | am God, and there is no one like MReclaring the end from the

beginning And from ancient times things which hae¢ been done, Saying, “My

purpose will be established, Andwill accomplish all My good pleasurg;

Ycalling a bird of prey from the east, The man of Mypose from a far country.

Truly | have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass$.have planned it, surely | will

do it.
Sovereignty and Knowledge God uses His authority with perfect knowledgedwese He is the
source of perfect knowledge. Nothing escapes ttieatson of God nor does anything invalidate
His purposes. God’'s authority is always exercigath complete knowledge of what has
happened, is happening, and will happen as a re€dd never errs, never changes, and never
overlooks anything.

Isaiah 40:14: With whom did He consult and who gave Him underdiag? Andwho

taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge And informed Him of

the way of understanding?
Sovereignty and Holiness God'’s use of His authority is always motivadHis hatred of sin,
spotless purity, and zeal for His own honor. Hpests His creatures to revere His holiness and
issues serious warnings and threats to those whio faonor Him. God must be zealous for His
own honor because He is truly honorable and mosthwaof praise and glory. A failure to
revere and honor God'’s holiness is the very dadimiof sin itself.

Revelation 14:6-7: °And | saw another angel flying in midheaven, havamgeternal

gospel to preachto those who live on the earth, and to every madiod tribe and tongue

and people/and he said with a loud voiceFéar God, and give Him glory, because

the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Himwho made the heaven and the

earth and sea and springs of waters.”

1 John 3:10: By this the children of God and the children bé tdevil are obvious:

anyone who does not practiceighteousness is not of Godnyor the one who does

not love his brother.
Sovereignty and RighteousnessThe foundation of everything God does is justiédl of His
judgments are morally perfect and upright. In f&bd Himself is the very standard of what is
just and righteous. God’s authority is always exedun perfect righteousness. Whatever is
right, is right because it is approved by God.

Deuteronomy 32:4:The Rock! His work is perfect, Fall His ways are just A God of

faithfulness and without injusticRighteous and upright is He
Since all of these things are true of God, whohis highest authority, we have grounds for
tremendous security and exceeding joy. We canmdbe security of God’s righteous judgment
and find in Him a refuge and strength in every asitye we face.

Psalm 5:11: But letall who take refuge in Thee be glad, Let them evesing for joy; And

mayest Thou shelter them, That those who love Bmeimay exult in Thee.

Romans 8:28: And we know thatGod causes all things to work together for good to

those who love Gogdto those who are called according to His purpose.

Question #16: Carefully consider what you have just studieduli®od’s sovereignty and His
attributes. How does Scripture’s teaching on shilsject encourage you to trust God completely
and serve Him boldly?
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God’s Power - Omnipotenceghaving absolute power and supremacy; all-powerful)
Consider how God’s absolute power and supremasiased to His Sovereignty. If God is all-
powerful, then He has the ability to freely do as pleases and is therefore by default the
SUPREME AUTHORITY .

Job 23:13: But He is unique and who can turn Him? Amb&at His soul desires, that He does

Isaiah 43:13: Even from eternity | am He; Anithere is none who can deliver out of

My hand; | act and who can reverse it?

Psalm 115:3: But our God is in the heavertde does whatever He pleases
Scripture speaks of God’'s mighty power and dessridem as omnipotent or all-powerful.
Scripture plainly declares th&od can do anything and nothing is too hard for Him

Jeremiah 32:17: Ah Lord Gop! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth

by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for

Thee

Matthew 19:26: And looking upon them Jesus said to them, “With nibis is

impossible put with God all things are possible.”

Job 42:1-2: *Then Job answered theokD and said*| know that Thou canst do all

things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.
God had the creative power to make the universa fiothing, and He sustains it by His power.
He made the world for His own pleasure and by kiia will.

Revelation 4:11: Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to recajl@y and honor and power;

for Thou didst create all things andbecause ofThy will they existed, and were created.
His creation is amall exampleof His mighty power. In the creation of the uns® God’s
resources were not depleted in any way, for theyrdimitely vast. Since God created all things,
He transcends thentdis power and dominion are infinitely greater thamverything He
created. God is actively sustaining everything in creatidde exercises His power continually,
bringing to pass “all His good pleasure” (Isaiahl49. He made all things by His purposeful
will. He possesses theower to executeHis divine will and bring His intentions to pertec
completion. He alone created all things out ohimaj. Because of this great truth He is known
as “The Almighty.”

Isaiah 40:26,28: *Lift up your eyes on high And see who has createdd stars, The One who

leads forth their host by number, He calls thembgllname;Because of the greatness of His

might and the strength of His power Not one of thenis missing . . . *®Do you not know?

Have you not heardPhe Everlasting God, theLoRD, the Creator of the ends of the earth

Does not become weary or tired. His understandirigsicrutable.

John 1:1-3: 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wak @iod, and the Word

was God.’He was in the beginning with GodAll things came into being by Him and

apart from Him nothing came into being that has core into being

Colossians 1:16-17:*For by Him all things were created, both in thevess and on

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones omdoons or rulers or authoritiesal

things have been created by Him and for Him.’And He is before all things, arid

Him all things hold together.
This truth affirms that all power in the creatioonees from God. Since God made everything
out of nothing, then power must, by necessity, dleghted by God. In fact the Scripture plainly
declares that God’s power is far above all eanplolyers.

Ephesians 1:18-21:'% pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlighderso that you may

know what is the hope of His calling, what are tizhes of the glory of His inheritance in the

11
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saints,">and what ighe surpassing greatness of His poweoward us who believe. These are in
accordance with the working of the strength of Hiight “which He brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Hirisatight hand in the heavenly plac&$ar
above all rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not only
in this age, but also in the one to come.
If someone were more powerful than God, he or sbeldvhave authority over Him. Scripture
teaches, however, that this is impossible. Theeefbecause God is omnipotent, He is also
SOVEREIGN.

Question#17: List several scriptural truths that affirm God'’s mipotence:

Question #18: How does God’s omnipotence affirm that He ancaléee is God?

God’s Knowledge - Omniscience (all-knowing)
God knows everything. Since God is the sourcdldhimgs (making everything from nothing),
He is therefore the source of all knowledge andlems. A. W. Tozer helps us understand how
complete God’s knowledge is with this definitionamhniscience

[God] knows all that can be known. And this He Wwaanstantly and with a

fullness of perfection that includes every possitdm of knowledge concerning

everything that exists or could have existed anya/irethe universe at any time

in the past or that may exist in the centuries gesayet unborn.
We might add that God also knows every possiblseand effect, feeling and desire, creature,
event, and every other thing that can be named.krisvledge is complete and eternal. The
Scripture plainly declares that God knows everyghin

1 John 3:19-20: *We shall know by this that we are of the truth, ahdll assure our

heart before Hinfin whatever our heart condemns us; @od is greater than our

heart, and knows all things.

Isaiah 40:28: Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Evinig<sod, thd.ORD,

the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not beaseary or tired.His understanding

is inscrutable.

Psalm 147:5: Great is our Lord, and abundant in strendtfis understanding is

infinite .
People rarely argue that God does not know the pastpeople do sometimes argue that God
does not know the future. Scripture, however, [yadeclares that God does know the future.
He must know it, because the future is the outwaykof God’s decrees, which were made
before He created the worldde knew in eternity past the entire record of hisgdor all time.
Predictive prophecy in the Bible proves this agam again. God speaks about future events
before they come to pass, and multitudes of bibpioaphecies have already been fulfilled!

Isaiah 46:9-10: **Remember the former things long past, For | am Gl there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like M’@,eclaring the end from the beginning

3 A. W. Tozer,The Knowledge of the Ho{an Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1%l)
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And from ancient times things which have not been ahe Saying, “My purpose will

be established, And I will accomplish all My goddasure”;

Isaiah 44:7-8: "And who is like me? Let him proclaim and declateYies, let him

recount it to Me in order, From the time | estdintd the ancient nation. And let them

declare to them the things that are coming Andethents that are going to take place.

®Do not tremble and do not be afraid. Have | not lag since announced it to you and

declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any Goddessime, Or is there any

other Rock? | know of none.
Nothing escapes God’s notice; and nothing is hiddem Him. He is aware of past, present,
and future events just as if they were all laid loefore Him. His knowledge is as perfect as His
being. Since God is perfect in knowledge, He likkabwing and can never be confused, misled,
or surprised.

Hebrews 4:13: And there is no creature hidden from His sight, &luthings are open

and laid bare to the eyes of Hinwith whom we have to do.
Nothing escapes the attention of God. He sedabialys, even the inner thoughts of man. Jesus
said that the hairs of our heads are all numbdrekle( 12:7) and that not even a sparrow falls to
the ground without His notice (Matthew 10:29). “Mreature is hidden from His sight, but all
things are open and laid bare” before the Lord (eeb 4:13). He knows our thoughts (Ezekiel
11:5) before we even express them. Indeed, tikeme place where we can hide from God. He
sees everything in full view; and He understande “thoughts and intentions of our hearts”
(Hebrews 4:12) better than we dde is God!

1 Kings 8:39: then hear in heaven Thy dwelling place, and forgind act and render to

each according to all his wayshose heart Thou knowest, for Thou alone dost know

the hearts of all the sons of men

1 Chronicles 28:9: As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of ytather, and serve

Him with a whole heart and a willing mindipr the LORD searches all hearts, and

understands every intent of the thoughts If you seek Him, He will let you find Him;

but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.

Proverbs 5:21: For theways of a man are before the eyes of tHeorD, And He

watches all his paths.
Psalm 139 speaks of God knowing our thoughts andisvtbefore there is a word on our
tongue.”

Psalms 139:2-4: °Thou dost know when | sit down and when | rise Tppu dost

understand my thought from afar. *Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down,

And art intimately acquainted with all my way&Even before there is a word on my

tongue, Behold, OLoRD, Thou dost know it all.
A. W. Pink describes God’s knowledge of our sinkleither the darkness of night, the closest
curtains, nor the deepest dungeon can hide anyesifnam the eyes of Omniscience. The trees of
the garden were not able to conceal our first pagemNo human eye beheld Cain murder his
brother, but his maker witnessed his crime. Saraghtiaugh derisively in the seclusion of her
tent, yet was it heard by Jehovah. Achan stole dge®f gold and carefully hid it in the earth,
but God brought it to light. David was at much gato cover up his wickedness, but ere long the
all-seeing God sent one of His servants to sayirtg hYou are the man!” And to writer and
reader is also said, “Be sure your sin will findwout” (Num 32:23Y'

Proverbs 15:3: The eyes of the IORD are in every place Watching the evil and the

good.

* Arthur W. Pink, The Attributes of Go@Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1975), 17-18.
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Job 34:21-22: ?™For His eyes are upon the ways of a man, And Hes s#l his steps.
*There is no darkness or deep shadow Where the worke of iniquity may hide
themselves.

Psalms 90:8: Thou hast placed our iniquities before Th@ey secret sins in the light

of Thy presence.
S. Lewis Johnsof summarizes God'’s knowledge like this:
Intuitive: God knows everything by default, His knowledge esxigithin Himself
Simultaneous God knows everything in one simple act, instaatasly, not
gradually
Independent. God knows everything apart from any learning, Henca learn,
because He knows all things from eternity, His klealge comes from Himself
Distinct: God knows everything clearly, without ambiguity,esflically not
generally, absolute
Infallible : God’s knowledge is unfailing, certain, accuratevery detail
Immutable: God’s knowledge never changes because He has learned a new
fact, it is not subject to anything outside of Hetis
Complete God’s knowledge is infinite, the scope or extehit is exhaustive, He
knows all things actual and possible, all evertgraatures of the past, present and
future.
Consider how God’s knowledge is related to His $eigaty. Since God is all-knowing,
nothing can escape His attention or surprise Hide is intimately aware of everything at all
times, knowing it all from before the creation bétworld. God knows everythirfgeely because

He has both willed everything to be and providdiytiarought it about.
Ephesians 1:9-11:°He made known to us the mystery of His will, ac@mgdo His kind
intention which He purposed in Hifwith a view to an administration suitable to the
fullness of the times, that is, the summing uplbfhéngs in Christ, things in the heavens
and things on the earth. In Hiltelso we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestinedaccording to His purpose who works all things afterthe counsel of His
will ,

Summary - See chart osod’s Knowledge and Powerpage 17.

Question #19: Study the chart, “God’'s Knowledge and Power,” age 17. Thetbriefly
describe the connection between omniscience andpotence.

Question #20: Why are omniscience and omnipotence necessaneals of sovereignty?

® Taken from a sermon delivered at Believer's Chapallas Theological Seminary, date uncertain.
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The Sovereignty of God
Part 2: God’s Dominion -In Creation

God's sovereignty is expressed in His creative workis power brought everything into being,
His wisdom designed all the intricate details It universe, and His beauty is reflected in all
that we see. All the creative works of God exigpérfect balance. This is truly amazing!

Psalm 19:1-6: 'The heavens arelling of the glory of God; And their expansedsclaring the

work of His hands.’Day to daypours forth speech And night to nightreveals knowledge

*There is no speech, nor are there words; Theirevicnot heard.“Their line has gone out

through all the earth, Anitheir utterances to the end of the world In them He has placed a tent

for the sun,Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamheejoices as a strong man to

run his course®lts rising is from one end of the heavens, Anciitsuit to the other end of them;

And there is nothing hidden from its heat.
The sovereignty of God in creation can be seenanynways. When God made the world out of
nothing,He created by His own pleasure and wilHe made the heavens and the earth in all of
their glorious array exactly the way He wanted.nslder the following quote fro!AW Pink:
“In the great expanse of eternity, which stretchelsind Genesis 1:1, the universe was unborn
and creation existed only in the mind of the gr€egator. In His sovereign majesty God dwelt
all alone. We refer to that far distant period befdhe heavens and the earth were created.
There were then no angels to hymn God’s praisegreatures to occupy His notice, no rebels
to be brought into subjection. The great God wdsakine amid the awful silence of His own
vast universe. But even at that time, if timeomld be called, God was sovereign. He might
create or not create according to His own good plea. He might create this way or that way;
He might create one world or one million worlds,dawho was there to resist His will? He
might call into existence a million different creets and place them on absolute equality,
endowing them with the same faculties and pladmegntin the same environment; or, He might
create a million creatures each differing from tbéhers, and possessing nothing in common
save their creaturehood, and who was there to ehgk His right? . . . Behold then the exercise
of Divine sovereignty long before man ever sawligfig. With whom took God counsel in the
creation and disposition of His creatures. Seeliinds as they fly through the air, the beasts as
they roam the earth, the fishes as they swim irsélage and then ask, Who was it that made them
to differ? Was it not their Creator who sovereigrdgsigned their various locations and
adaptations to them®
Everything God did in creation, He did alone. Tharas no one to consult regarding its vast
design.

Isaiah 44:24: Thus says the @rRD, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from

the womb, T, the LORD, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the havens by

Myself, And spreading out the earth all alon¢
Consider how God has made everything so distinctimd yet He holds it all in perfect balance!
His sovereignty is expressed in every aspect of dféation. Considefouter space,” for
example.

1 Corinthians 15:40-41: “°There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bobigsthe

glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of ¢kaethly is another*There is one glory

of the sun, and another glory of the moon, andrerajlory of the stargpr star differs

from star in glory.
Or the earth:

® Arthur. W. Pink,The Sovereignty of Gdérand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1930), 28-29.
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Proverbs 8:28-29:**When He made firm the skies above, When the spofgse deep

became fixed’*WhenHe set for the sea its boundary, So that the wateshould not

transgress His commandWhen He marked out the foundations of the earth;
God is the one who endows His creatures with varfpawers as He see fit. Consider the germ
or the ant, the elephant or the whale, or even mdn&nd angels. With what power, wisdom
and beauty God has fitted His creatures with varjpowers and freedoms!

Genesis 1:20-23?°Then God said, “Let the waters teem with swarmisvofg creatures,

and let birds fly above the earth in the open egpaif the heavens *And God created

the great sea monsters, and every living creaturdat moves, with which the waters

swarmed after their kind, and every winged bird afer its kind; and God saw that it

was good.?’And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and riplyt and fill the waters

in the seas, and let birds multiply on the eartifAnd there was evening and there was

morning, a fifth day.
When God placed man upon the earth, He did it gigely —as He saw fit He determined the
exact places where the nations would dwell andspecific times they would occupy in the
annals of history.

Acts 17:24-26: *The God who made the world and all things in icsiHe is Lord of

heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples matte hands; ®nor is He served by

human hands, as though He needed anything, sincklitdself gives to all life and

breath and all thingg®and He made from one, every nation of mankind to Vie on all

the face of the earth, having determined their appoted times, and the boundaries

of their habitation,
With whatgoodnessGod has made His creation! He has graced thé eatth birds and bees,
flowers and the trees! And what about our bodigsfey are perfectly paired with our creative
minds, enabling us to do what we will. How delighto contemplate the rich flavors of our
favorite meal or to simply appreciate plain oldles to fill our hungry bellies. How we enjoy
the tingling rush of a hot fire on a cold winteright or the sweet butterfly kisses of a precious
young daughter! Oh the magnificence of the goodness of Goddow many large volumes
would it take to describe the riches of His kindnhesus? We could spend a lifetime considering
the loveliness of God'’s creation — bwdw much more lovely is the Orfeom whom it all flows!
How vast is the sum of His goodness? How shallregpond to the sovereign majesty and
goodness of God? With simple gratitude and a hefahanksgiving shall we acknowledge His
wonderful goodness to us!

1 Timothy 4:4-5: “For everything created by God is goodand nothing is to be

rejected, if it is received with gratitudéfor it is sanctified by means of the word of God

and prayer.
God does everything with specific intention andioate detail. The Scripture plainly declares
that when God’s purpose for the first creationuliifed, He will destroy it and create another.
He clearly exercises supreme authority over whah&emade. Does not the potter have a right
over the clay?

Hebrews 1:10-12:"°And, “Thou, LORD, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the

earth, And the heavens are the works of Thy hant$hey will perish, but Thou

remainest; Andhey all will become old as a garment,?And as a mantle Thou wilt

roll them up; As a garment they will also be chang# But Thou art the same, And

Thy years will not come to an end.”

Isaiah 51:6: “Lift up your eyes to the sky, Then look to thethabeneathFor the sky

will vanish like smoke, And the earth will wear out like a garment And its

inhabitants will die in like manner, But My salati shall be forever, And My

righteousness shall not wane.
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God creates and destroys and does as He seedhi imeavens and the earth. Everything that
exists was created by God’s own will and for Hisngeleasure.

Revelation 4:11Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to recegtery and honor and power;

for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thwill they existed, and were created
He is the Creator, the Owner, the Governor ofall] none shall say to Him “What hast Thou
done?” No one can question His actions or purposessists His will successfully.

Daniel 4:34b-35:%*For His dominion is an everlasting dominion And His kingdom

endures from generation to generatioi’And all the inhabitants of the earth are

accounted as nothing, Btte does according to His will in the host of heaveAnd

among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can waraff His hand Or say to Him,

‘What hast Thou done?’
Another quote fromA.W. Pink: “Learn then this basic truth, that the Creator issalute
Sovereign, executing His own will, performing Hwsnopleasure, and considering nought but
His own glory. “The Lord hath made all things FORMEELF” (Prov. 16:4). And had He not a
perfect right to? Since God is God, who dare @ale His prerogative? To murmur against
Him is rank rebellion. To question His ways isrtgpugn His wisdom. To criticize Him is sin of
the deepest dye. Have we forgotten who He is"dlBglAll nations before Him as are nothing;
and they are counted to Him less than nothing, amity. To whom then will ye liken God?”
(Isaiah 40:17, 18Y.

Question #21:How do the following Scripture passaggeecificallytestify of God’s sovereignty
in creation:
Psalm 19:1-6:

Isaiah 44:24:

1 Corinthians 15:40-41:

Proverbs 8:28-29:

Genesis 1:20-23:

Acts 17:24-27:

Question #22: How are youpersonally touched by God’s goodness as you consider His
creation?

" Arthur W. Pink,The Sovereignty of Gd@rand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1930), 31.
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Question #23: How do Hebrews 1:10-12, Isaiah 51:6, Revelatiadhl4and Daniel 4:34-35
reflect God’s sovereign right to exercise suprentbarity over what He has made?

Question #24: Carefully reread the two quotes by A. W. Pinkhis section. In what ways do
his words deepen your awe and reverence of God?

In what ways do his words convict you of sinfulitaties or behavior?
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The Sovereignty of God
Part 2: God’s Dominion - In Providence

The Providence Of God Defined

Although the doctrine of God’s providence is ondled great mysteries of the Bible, it is found
on almost every page of Scripture. It is, in facnstantly assumed and implied by the biblical
writers. So what does “God’s providence” mean, hod is it described in the BibleWayne
Grudem provides an excellent definition in his textboakited, Systematic Theology

“God is continually involved with all created thingssuch a way that h@)
Preservation- keeps them existing and maintaining the propentigéls which he created
them;(2) Concurrence- cooperates with created things in every actdirgcting their
distinctive properties to cause them to act as theyand(3) Government directs them
to fulfill his purposeg®

This is a profound statement we should considesfolly. Let’s begin by looking at the biblical
evidence for each of its parts (which he has calledervation concurrence andgovernment)

Question #25: Look up the wordgreservation concurrence andgovernmentin an English
dictionary and write them out:
Preservation®

Concurrence:

Government:

Question #26: Do the definitions of these words help you untird any parts of Grudem’s
definition? If so, explain.

[Preservation] God is continually involved with all created thinigs such a way that he (1)

keeps them existing and maintaining the propertgth which he created them.God’'s
providence includes His continual involvement with created things. God has not left the
world to spin of its own power but is constantlyintaining its activity by His own hand.
Hebrews 1:1-3:God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers inpgfaphets in many
portions and in many wayén these last days has spoken to us in His SonmiHe

%Vayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldiine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), 315.
° The Oxford American Dictionary and Thesau(R603) lists the following synonymns for preseiwat upkeep,
maintenance, care, conservation, retention, pesiety continuation, safekeeping, safeguardingtgotmn
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appointed heir of all thingghrough whom also He made the world*And He is the

radiance of His glory and the exact representatioHis nature, andipholds all things

by the word of His power.
Here the Scripture says of God that He “upholdshafigs.” Could there be a clearer statement
of His “continual involvement?” Consider Colossidn?.

Colossians 1:16-17:'°For by Him all things were createdipth in the heavens and on

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or domirsoor rulers or authoritiesal

things have been created by Him and for Him.*’And He is before all things, and

Him all things hold together.
These Scriptures, understood in their immediataestnaffirm that God is not merely holding
the planets in orbit, but that He also createdmederves people and angels.

Acts 17:28 for in Him we live and move and exist

Job 34:14-15:*If He should determine to do st He should gather to Himself His

spirit and His breath, *°All flesh would perish together, And man would retun to

dust.
When we think about God’s providence over His worke should think of it agontinual
involvement. God is separate and distinct from His creation, Betis governing it by His
mighty power. God does not simply intervene oawaaly in the events of history when He
thinks it is appropriate. He is the glue that Isoidall together and the motor that keep it all
moving. Without His constant work, the universewdodisintegrate. God is not the creation (as
is taught by Pantheism), nor has God abandonedrddetion to run by itself (as is taught by
Deism). Rather, as Wayne Grudem rightly teachas fBcripture, GodKeeps them existing and
maintaining the properties with which he createerth™°

Question #27: Reread the Scripture passages quoted above. $gbaific words or phrases
describe God’s continual involvement with His creatin ways thapreservet?

Question #28: In what specific ways does knowledge of this asp# God’s sovereignty
encourage and comfort you?

IConcurrence] God is continually involved with all created thinigssuch a way that he . (2)
cooperates with created things in every actiongding their distinctive properties to cause
them to act as they dd-ere we see that although God is separate andaliftom everything
He has made, Heverseegverything He has made in a directive way. In ibgical terms, this
is calledconcurrence. When we use this term, we are referring to Gaidtisnate control over
nature andhistory. This idea is supported by the testimony of Sarg

God’s Control of Nature
When we speak of God's control of nature, we arferr@g to His control of planetary
movements, weather patterns, animals, people, sngedl demons — in other words, everything

2 Grudem, 315.
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He has made. At God’'s command, the great sprihtfseadeep burst forth in the days of Noah.
His voice opened the heavens and ordered rainupogumwn for forty days and nights. Tornados
and tempests, lightning and thunder, winds and waveall are God’s servants sent to do His
bidding and perform all His good pleasurlo maverick storm has ever raged through God’s
creation outside of God’s ruling hand of Providence

Job 37:1-13: 'At this also my heart trembles, And leaps frompiece. 2Listen closely

to the thunder of His voice, And the rumbling thaes out from His mouth®Under the

whole heaverHe lets it loose, And His lightning to the ends ahe earth. ‘After it, a

voice roars; He thunders with His majestic voice;

And He does not restrain the lightnings when Higeds heard.’God thunders with His

voice wondrously, Doing great things which we cantmmprehend.°For to the snow

He says, “Fall on the earth,” And to the downpour ad the rain, “Be strong.” ‘He

seals the hand of every man, That all men may knottis work. ®Then the beast goes

into its lair, And remains in its der’Out of the south comes the storm, And out of the

north the cold.®From the breath of God ice is madeAnd the expanse of the waters is

frozen. Also with moisture He loads the thick cloud:; Hepdisses the cloud of His

lightning. *?And it changes direction, turning around by Hisdguice, That it may do

whatever He commands it On the face of the inhdleteth. *\Whether for correction,

or for His world, Or for lovingkindness, He causest to happen.

Psalm 135:6-7: "Whatever the brD pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the

seas and in all deepsHe causes the vapors to ascend from the ends of tharth;

Who makes lightnings for the rain; Who brings forth the wind from His treasuries

Mark 4:38-41: *And He Himself was in the stern, asleep on the iomshand they

awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You notecdrat we are perishing?®And

being aroused, He rebuked the wind and said teehe “Hush, be still.” Andhe wind

died down and it became perfectly caim“°And He said to them, “Why are you so

timid? How is it that you have no faith?*And they became very much afraid and said

to one another, “Who then is this, that even thedvand the sea obey Him?”

Job 38:12-13: ""Have you ever in your lifeommanded the morning, And caused the

dawn to know its place **That it might take hold of the ends of the eartmdAhe

wicked be shaken out of it?

Psalm 103:20: Bless the bRD, you His angels, Mighty in strengtivho perform His

word, Obeying the voice of His word!

Question #29:From the Scriptures quoted above, list specificdsqverbs) that describe God’s
and Jesus’s involvement with nature.

Question #30: In each case, what happened as a result of Gbdesmus’s involvement?

Question #31: According to Psalm 103:20, how do angels relai©@ad?
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Question #32: Summarize in your own words what are these Soegtteach about God.

Question #33: Describe your mental and emotional reaction i® téaching.

God’s Control of History
Not only does God control nature, but also the &sehhistory. The Scripture plainly declares
that God is the primary cause behind every histboccurrence.

Lamentations 3:37-38:*'Who is there who speaks and it comes to pdagess the Lord has

commanded it?*s it not from the mouth of the Most High That bagod and ill go forth?

Isaiah 45:7: The One forming light and creating darkneSausing well-being and

creating calamity; | am the LORD who does all these
Consider these words dbnathan Edwards “God decreed from all eternity all the evil that He
ever does permit, because God’s permitting is Géafsearing to act or to prevent. It can be
made evident by reason that nothing can come te paswhat is the will and pleasure of God
should come to pass?

God’s control over the events of history is plaielident in Scripture. The Bible consistently
testifies to the fact that God is providentially niioag His will in all things to accomplish His
purposes for the display of His own Glory, exals Niame, and affirm His Power.

Ephesians 1:9-11:°He made known to us the mystery of His will, ac@mgdo His kind

intention which He purposed in Hitfwith aview to an administration suitable to the

fulness of the times, that is, the summing up of lathings in Christ, things in the

heavens and things upon the earthin Him "also we

have obtained an inheritance, having been pre@eistiocording to His purpose who

works all things after the counsel of His wil)

Many examples of God’s control over the eventsistiony can be cited from the Old Testament.
Here are just a few:

The creation account (Genesis 1-2)

The flood (Genesis 6-8)

The confounding of human languages at Babel: (8srid)
The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah: (Genesis 19)
The plagues of Egypt: (Exodus 7-12)

The Exodus, parting of the Red Sea, giving of maand water from the
rock: (Exodus14-17)

Giving of the Law at Sinai: (Exodus 19-20)

Defeat of Sihon and Og: (Numbers 21)

Conquest of Canaan: (Joshua)

Numerous divine interventiongJudges)

Defeat of Sennacherib and 185,000 Assyria@sKings 19)

"jonathan Edward3he Works of Jonathan Edwards). 2. Peabody, MA: Henrickson Publishers, 19@®rint
from an 1834 edition originally published in Gré&attain), 529.
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Question #34: Read two or three of the passages referencecealdemr each one that you read,
describe how God’s control over the events of Inyst® clearly affirmed.

The Old Testament is literally riddled with accaumf concurrencei.e., examples of God’s
constant cooperation “with created things in ewastjon, directing their distinctive properties to
cause them to act as they doScripture plainly declares that God: (1) contrifle events of
history to achieve His own purpose and will; and (2) etsex His providenceover the nations
themselves as well as the economic and religioustesys of the world.He is sovereign over
the wise and the foolish, the strong and the weak.

Isaiah 40:22-25: %4t is He who sits above the vault of the earth, Asdnhabitants are

like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heaviems Icurtain And spreads them out like

a tent to dwell in.?*He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makeshe judges of

the earth meaningless.?Scarcely have they been planted, Scarcely have thbgen

sown, Scarcely has their stock taken root in the e, But He mereI%/ blows on them,

and they wither, And the storm carries them away ke stubble “*To whom then

will you liken Me That | should be his equal?” sdlge Holy One.

Job 12:16-22: **With Him are strength and sound wisdom, The misled the misleader

belong to Him. *'He makes counselors walk barefoot, And makes fobjsdges. **He

loosens the bond of kings, And binds their loins wh a girdle. **He makes priests

walk barefoot, And overthrows the secure ones.”He deprives the trusted ones of

speech, And takes away the discernment of the ltlete pours contempt on nobles,

And loosens the belt of the stronffHe reveals mysteries from the darkness, And brings

the deep darkness into light®He makes the nations great, then destroys them; He

enlarges the nations, then leads them away‘He deprives of intelligence the chiefs of

the earth's people, And makes them wander in dgsativaste *They grope in darkness

with no light, And He makes them stagger like anien man.

Romans 11:32: For God has shut up all in disobediencéhat He might show mercy to

all.

Psalm 22:28: For the kingdom is thedrD's, And He rules over the nations

Psalm 82:8: Arise, O God, judge the earttfor it is Thou who dost possess all the

nations.

Psalm 47:7-8: ‘For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praiseth a skillful psalm.

God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holjitone.
Here we have irrefutable testimony tladd is Sovereign over the nations of the eartfihese
passages affirm that when a nation becomes grelap@nerful, it is God’s doing. They affirm
that when a nation is destroyed, it is God’s doiktyen the spiritual darkness of the nations is
said to be God’s doing. All the nations belongHion. They exist for His purposes and His
good pleasure. The Old Testament plainly decldras God providentially directs the rise and
fall of nations and is constantly directing theaa of human history.

Question #35: From the verses quoted above, describe seveaalgs ofconcurrence
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Question #36: How do these examples of concurrence encouragie@nfort you as situations
in the world tempt you to be worried and fearful?

Many examples of God’s control over the events istany can also be cited from the New
Testament. Here are just a few:
1. From the life and ministry of Jesus Christ:
His virgin birth: (Luke 1-3)
His calming of the raging sea:(Matthew 8:23-27)
The lame walk: (John 5:1-47, note in particular, vs 17, 19 & 30)
The blind see: (John 9:1-41, note in particular, vs 3-5)
The dead live again: (John 11:1-44, note in particlar, vs. 4, 41-42)
His resurrection: (Matthew 28:1-20, note in particular vs 2-7, 18-20)
2. From other places in the New Testament:
The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost(Acts 2:1-21)
Numerous signs and wonders done by the Apostlegthroughout Acts)
Peter’s deliverance from prison:(Acts 12:1-11)
The conversion and calling of Saul of Tarsus:(Acts 9:1-22)
The death of Herod: (Acts 12:18-23)
The trumpet and bowl judgments: (Revelation 7-11,16)
The Judgment of the Beast and the False PropheiRevelation 19:19-21)

Question #37: Read two or three of the passages referencecealfemr each one that you read,
describe how God’s control over the events of Inyst® clearly affirmed.

The following passages specifically demonstrate Head mysteriously works in the free
choices of men to accomplish His purposes.
Acts 2:22-24: *’Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus theaNme, a man attested to you
by God with miracles and wonders and signs whicld @erformed through Him in your midst,
just as you yourselves know-2this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan ad
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by thieands of godless men and put Him to
death. *’And God raised Him up again, putting an end to ageny of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power.
Acts 4:27-28: *'For truly in this city there were gathered togethgrinst Thy holy
servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Hermt Rontius Pilate, along with the
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Gentiles and the peoples of Isra8to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose
predestined to occur

Question #38: In these two situations from Acts, how do you seecurrenceat work?

The [New Testament plainly declares and expliciélgches that God is constantly directing all
the affairs of human history.

Two Related Questions: Does God cause or ordain evil?
Is everything that happens God’s will?

Wayne Grudem, in hisSystematic Theologwisely answers the first question like this:

If God does indeed cause, through his providerdigivity, everything
that comes about in the world, then the questiasear “What is the relationship
between God and evil in the world?” Does God alfjueause the evil actions
that people do? If he does, then is God not resiptenfor sin?

In approaching this question, it is best first tead the passages of
Scripture that directly address it. We can begynldoking at several passages
that affirm that God did, indeed, cause evil evéatsome about and evil deeds to
be done. But we must remember that in all thesegoes it is very clear that
Scripture nowhere shows God as directly doing angtrevil, but rather as
bringing about evil deeds through the willing aciso of moral creatures.
Moreover, Scripture never blames God for evil ool God as taking pleasure
in_evil, and _Scripture never excuses human beimgstife wrong they do.
However we understand God'’s relationship to evié, must_never come to the
point where we think that we are not responsibletiie evil that we do, or that
God takes pleasure in evil or is to be blamed forSuch a conclusion is clearly
contrary to Scripture.

There are literally dozens of Scripture passageat tsay that God
(indirectly) brought about some kind of evil. Meaguoted such an extensive list
(in the next few paragraphs) because Christiansrofire unaware of the extent
of this forthright teaching in Scripture. Yet it stlbe remembered that in all of
these examples, the evil is actually done not by I&a by people or demons who
choose to do it.

A very clear example is found in the story of pbsé&cripture clearly says
that Joseph’s brothers were wrongly jealous of [@Ben. 37:11), hated him (Gen.
37:4, 5, 8), wanted to kill him (Gen. 37:20), and &wrrong when they cast him
into a pit (Gen. 37:24) and then sold him into slgvin Egypt (Gen. 37:28). Yet
later Joseph could say to his brothers, “God sertlmfore you to preserve life”
(Gen. 45:5), and “You meant evil against me; buti@aeant it for good to bring
it about that many people should be kept alivethay are today”(Gen. 50:20).
Here we have a combination of evil deeds brouglugalby sinful men who are
rightly held accountable for their sin and the aweing providential control of
God whereby God’s own purposes were accomplishatth. &e clearly affirmed.
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The story of the exodus from Egypt repeatedlyraffithat God hardened
the heart of Pharaoh: God says, “I will harden Hegart” (Ex. 4:21), “I will
harden Pharaoh’s heart” (Ex. 7:3), “the@rD hardened the heart of Pharaoh”
(Ex. 9:12), “the lorD hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (Ex. 10:20, repeatedLDi27
and again in 11:10), “I will harden Pharaoh’s hearfEx. 14:4), and “the LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (E4:8). . . .

What was God’s purpose in this? Paul reflect€Esndus 9:16 and says,
“For the scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘I have raisgdu up for the very purpose of
showing my power in you, so that my name may belginoed in all the earth™
(Rom. 9:17). Then Paul infers a general truth fréms specific example: “So
then he has mercy upon whomever he wills, and hdeha the heart of
whomever he wills” (Rom. 9:18). In fact, God alsardened the hearts of the
Egyptian people so that they pursued Israel int Red Sea: “I will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go terathem, and | will get glory
over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and horsemen” (Ex. 14:17). This
theme is repeated in Psalm 105:25: “He turned thesarts to hate his people.” .

Later in the Old Testament narrative similar exaesphre found of the
Canaanites who were destroyed in the conquest Eskae under Joshua. We
read, “For it was the brD's doing to harden their hearts that they shouldneo
against Israel in battle, in order that they should utterly destroyed” (Josh.
11:20; see also Judg. 3:12; 9:23). And Samson’'snaled to marry an
unbelieving Philistine woman “was from theokD;, for he was seeking an
occasion against the Philistines. At that time Bielistines had dominion over
Israel” (Judg 14:4). We also read that the sorisEt, when rebuked for their
evil deeds, “would not listen to the voice of thiither; for it was the will of the
LorD to slay them” (1 Sam. 2:25). Later, “an evil gpifrom the lORD’
tormented King Saul (1 Sam. 16:14). . ..

Still later in David’s life, the Lord “incited” Daid to take a census of the
people (2 Sam. 24:1), but afterward David recoguites as sin, saying, “I have
sinned greatly in what | have done” (2 Sam. 24:Hd)d God sent punishment on
the land because of this sin (2 Sam. 24:12-17).d¥ew it is also clear that “the
anger of the brD was kindled against Israel” (2 Sam. 24:1), so Gouiciting of
David to sin was a means by which he brought apantshment on the people of
Israel. Moreover,_the means by which God inciteaviD is made clear in 1
Chronicles 21:1: “Satan stood up against Israel.damcited David to number
Israel.” In this one incident the Bible gives useanarkable insight into the three
influences that contributed in different ways t@ @ction: God, in order to bring
about his purposes, worked through Satan to inDiéid to sin, but Scripture
regards David as being responsible for that sin. .

In the story of Job, though th@kD gave Satan permission to bring harm
to Job’s possessions and children, and though hrsn came through the evil
actions of the Sabeans and the Chaldeans, as wellwindstorm (Job 1:12, 15,
17, 19), yet Job looks beyond those secondary saarsg#, with the eyes of faith,
sees it all as from the hand of the Lord: “theAD gave, and the @rD has taken
away; blessed be the name of therb’ (Job 1:21). The Old Testament author
follows Job’s statement immediately with the sesgefin all this Job did not sin
or charge God with wrong” (Job 1:22). Job has juseen told that evil
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marauding bands had destroyed his flocks and hereswith great faith and
patience in adversity, he says, “TheHrD has taken away.” Though he says that
the LORD had done this, yet he does not blame God for ¥ileoe say that God
had done wrong: he says, “Blessed be the hameeofdRD.” To blame God for
evil that he had brought about through secondargrag would have been to sin.
Job does not do this, Scripture never does thid,raaither should we.

Elsewhere in the Old Testament we read that thd Lut a lying spirit
in the mouth” of Ahab’s prophets (1 Kings 22:23)3asent the wicked Assyrians
as “the rod of my anger” to punish Israel (Isa. 5).. . .

In many of the passages mentioned above, Goddewigand destruction
on people in judgment upon their sins: They havenbeisobedient or have
strayed into idolatry, and then theokD uses_evil human beings or demonic
forces or_“natural” disasters to bring judgment dhem. . . . Therefore, when
God brings evil on human beings, whether to digogphis children, or to lead
unbelievers to repentance, or to bring a judgmefit condemnation and
destruction upon hardened sinners, none of us bange God with doing wrong.
Ultimately all will work in God’s good purposesbong glory to him and good to
his people. Yet we must realize that in punishivi i@ those who are not
redeemed (such as Pharaoh, the Canaanites, an@®abglonians), God is also
glorified through the demonstration of his justitmliness, and power (see Ex.
9:16; Rom. 9:14-24)*

Question #39: Summarize your understanding of Grudem’s teachirree or four sentences.

Question #40: Did Grudem’s teaching generate any question®ur ynind? If so, record them
here:

Distinctions in God’s Will - Is everything God’s wil?

Armed with this understanding of God’s control owerd use of evil, we will now turn to the
second questioris everything that happens God’s will?As we have seen, God'’s will must be
seen as the final authority behind and ultimatesopafor everything that happens. God’s
providentialpermitting or preventingdetermines whatsoever comes to pass (Isaiah 14Ex4gs
this mean, however, that everything that happen&ad’'s will? Answering this question
requires us to distinguish between Gossrereign willand Hismoral will. [Scripture clearly
reveals that God oftgmermitsHis moral requirements to be violated by the ttheices of men
and women. This reveals that Godsvereign willclearly includes certain violations of His
moral will. God’s moral will is discerned by simply reading Hmeceptsand commands

12 Grudem, 322-326.
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regarding human conduct. Godsvereign willis discerned only when thgecretcounsel of
God isrevealedas events actually happen. Whatever comes toipagsat He has sovereignly
planned andlecreedfrom all eternity. Thus, we answer questions,like it God’s will for me

to do this or that,” by simply looking to God’s edation of His moral will in Scripture. But as
events actually occur, we come to know God’s sagarwill, i.e., what He has ordained and
then approved, permitted or prevented. When ds&egsthese matters, therefore, we must
clearly distinguish betweehwo Wills of God. The following Table will help us do that.

The Two Wills of God

Deuteronomy 29:29 - "T'he secret things belong to the LORD our God,
but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may

observe all the words of this law. NASB

SOVEREIGN WILL MORAL WILL
Also called.....
Also called..... RE b WILL
SECRET WILL
COMMANDED WILL

WILL OF DECREE

WILL OF PRECEPT

God’s Sovereign will includes God’s
hidden decrees by which He governs
everything that happens. We find out
God’s Sovereign will when events
actually happen.

God’s moral will expresses God’s
general desire concerning things and
usually contains God’s commands
about our moral conduct.

Ephesians 1:11
James 4:15
Genesis 50:20
Matthew 11:25-26
1 Corinthians 4:19
Acts 2:23, 4:28,21:14
Romans 1:10, 9:18, 15:32
1 Peter 3:17, 4:19

Exodus 20:1-17
Ephesians 5:17
Romans 2:18
1 John 5:14
Matthew 6:10, 7:21, 12:50, 18:14
1 Timothy 2:4
2 Peter 3:9
Ezekiel 33:11

Question #41.:
will.

In your own words, distinguish between God’'s seign will and His moral

Question #42: How would you explain the difference between Gosbvereign will and His
moral will to a young child?
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Examples of the two wills of God are clearly seei®cripture and in the world around us. When
we see evil take place, we know that, althougk & violation of His moral will (His revealed
will, commanded will, or will of precept), Godermitted rather than prevented by His
sovereign will (His will of decree or secret wihich He determined from all Eternity.

Consider the following:

Joseph and his brothers:
Genesis 50:20:And as for you, you meant evil against me, Bod meant it for good
in order to bring about this present result, to preserveynpeople alive.

The murder of Jesus:
Acts 2:23:this Man, delivered upy the predetermined plan and foreknow-ledge of Godyou
nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men ainkim to death.

Genocide in War

9/11/2001: The Attack on the Twin Towers
How can we explain such things in the light of Godbsolute sovereigntyPonathan Edwards
well states what is taught in ScriptureGod decreed from all eternity all the evil thee ever

does permit, because God’s permitting is God'sdarng to act or to prevent™

Simply stated, God permits the existence of eviHia world, which He hates, to accomplish
higher purposes in His world which he loves.

Question #43: Formulate a short response to someone who asks“Mow can a good God
allow all this evil to exist in our world?” (Thigsponse should briefly answer the question from
a biblical perspective while serving as a foundafar further discussion.)

IGovernment] God is continually involved with all created thinigssuch a way that he . .(3)
directs them to fulfill his purposésGrudem further defines this third aspect of God’
Providence by sayingGod has a purpose in all that he does in the warld he providentially
governs or directs all things in order that theycamplish his purposgs*

The [Scripture plainly declares that everything reaggpultimately under theovereign authority
of God as Helirects themso thatn the end His purposes are fulfilled
Psalm 103:19: TheLORD has established His throne in the heavens;Aisdovereignty rules
over all.
Paul affirms that God worksll things after the counsel of His will’and to His'ends.”

13 Edwards, 529.
4 Grudem, 331.
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Ephesians 1:11-12: "'also we have obtained an inheritance, having beedeptined
according taHis purpose who works all things after the counsebf His will, *4to the
end that we who were the first to hope in Christ skdag to the praise of His glory.
Romans 8:28: And we knowthat God causes all things to work together for gabto
those who love God, to those who are called acegrtti His purpose.
Romans 11:36: Forfrom Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him
be the glory forever. Amen.

The|Scripture plainly declares this same trutthen®Id Testament.
Ecclesiastes 7:13-14**Consider the work of God, Fevho is able to straighten what
He has ben? *In the day of prosperity be happy, But in the dagdversity consider—
Godhas made the one as well as the oth&o that man may not discover anything that
will be after him.
Daniel 4:34-35: *But at the end of that period I, Nebuchadnezzasedamy eyes
toward heaven, and my reason returned to me, &hessed the Most High and praised
and honored Him who lives forever: Fdis dominion is an everlasting dominion
And His kingdom endures from generation to genenati’And all the inhabitants of the
earth are accounted as nothing, Betdoes according to His will in the host of heaven
And among the inhabitants of earth;And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him,
“What hast Thou done?”
Psalms 135:5-6:°For | know thathe LORD is great, And that our Lord is above all
gods. ®*Whatever the LORD pleases, He doedn heaven and in eartin) the seas and
in all deeps.

The [Scripture plainly declares that everything he universe, seen and unseen, is under the

sovereign authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, GudSon.
1 Corinthians 15:27: ForHe has put all things in subjection under His feetBut when
He says, “All things are put in subjection,” itasident that He is excepted who put all
things in subjection to Him.
Ephesians 1:19b-22:*"These are in accordance with the working of thensfih of His
mightzowhich He brought about in Christ, when He raisenhlffiom the dead, and seated
Him at His right hand in the heavenly plac&$ar above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is namecot only in this age, but also in
the one to come?And He put all things in subjection under His feet, andgave Him
as head over all thingsto the church®which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills
all'in all.
Philippians 2:9-11: *Therefore alsa@God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him
the name which is above every name%hat at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, usmtér the earth*’and thatevery
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lordo the glory of God the Father.

Question #44:Based on your reading of the above Scriptures;riesin your own words the
effectivenes®f God’s providential governing of His creation.

Question #45: Based on your reading of the above Scripturesy o you think God’s
government of His creation relates to human govems?
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(If necessary|se®everbs 21:2 and Romans 13:1-7.)

Summary
We have seen that the Bible clearly teaches th& ot providentially implements His sovereign
rule over all of creation; and 2) He is directingture and history to fulfill His own purposes.
His Providence displays His sovereign authoritelear and unmistakable ways. Dear reader,
hear now the word of the Lord!

Deuteronomy 4:39: Know therefore today, and take it to your heidwat the LORD, He

is God in heaven above and on the earth below; theiis no other
As we struggle in our human frailty to understahé profound truth of God’'s providence
Wayne Grudem helpfully reminds us to bow in humility before gseat mystery:“What if we
cannot understand this doctrine fully? - Every &edir who meditates on God’s providence will
sooner or later come to a point where he or she alve to say, ‘I cannot understand this
doctrine fully.” In some ways that must be saidwtl®very doctrine, since our understanding is
finite, and God is infinite . . . . But particulgris this so with the doctrine of providence: we
should believe it because Scripture teaches it @len we do not understand fully how it fits in
with other teachings of Scripturé™

Question #46: Are you willing to bow in humility before the gitemystery of God’s providence
and believe it while frankly admitting that you @&t understand it
fully?

Application
Applying this doctrine in our lives so that it imgia our thoughts, words, attitudes, and actions
requires us to:

Believe God is providential

Appreciate God’s wise providential purposes and rul

Humbly submit to God’s will

Never complain against God’s providence

Be thankful for God’s providence

Trust in God’s good promises to His people

Believe God is providential
Chances are good you believe in God’s providenbether you realize it or not. Is this not your
assumption each time you pray for God’s interventioyour life? Indeed it is! When you bow
your knee, head, or heart to Almighty God, you askedge His sovereign authority (His right
and power) to change things even as you humblyestagihat He do so. Your prayer reflects
your belief that God is almighty and in controladifthings as you rest in trusting God.
Isaiah 26:3-4: *The steadfast of mind Thou wilt keep in perfect peaceBecause he trusts in
Thee “Trust in the IORD forever, For in ®D the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.
Proverbs 3:5-6: °Trust in the L orRD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own
understanding®in all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will makeyour paths
straight.

15 Grudem, 336.
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Question #47: Consider you typical prayers. Do they refledbadief in God’s providence?
Explain by giving examples.

Appreciate His wise providential purposes and rule
How wonderful it is to consider that our highly éed God has created us for the purpose of
worshipping Him and enjoying Him forever! As thes¥¢minster Shorter Catechism states, “The
chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Himrdweer.” This statement clearly reflects the
great and foremost commandment given to us by Jesus

Matthew 22:37-38:%’And He said to him, “You shall love the LORD your God with all your

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” *This is the great and foremost

commandment.”
How can we love God amibt love His almighty rule over the world? How cae adore Him
with everything that is within us ambt worship and magnify the astounding wisdom displayed
in His providencial control over the world? We aamly rejoice and give thanks for the great
benefits we have in God’s providencdhomas Watsonexpressed it well:!Without this wise
providence of God there would be anxiety and cooifus the whole world, just like an army
when it is routed and scattered. The providenceGofl infuses comfort and virtue into
everything we enjoy. Our clothes would not warmous,food would not nourish us, without the
special providence of God. And does not all thésedve your admiration of providencé?”
Rightly understanding God'’s providence drives usxalt the honor of His name as we worship
Him with holy fear and rejoicing!

Psalm 96:9-13?Worship the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.

%5ay among the nations, “The DRD reigns; Indeed, the world is firmly established, it

will not be moved; He will judge the peoples withuéty.” ''Let the heavens be glad,

and let the earth rejoice; Let the sea roar, and &lit contains; 12 et the field exult,

and all that is in it. Then all the trees of the drest will sing for joy **Before the

LoRpD, for He is coming; For He is coming to judge tlaetle. He will judge the world in

righteousness, And the peoples in His faithfulness.
God rebukes those who do not adore His mighty plenge.

Jeremiah 5:22-23:%*Do you not fear Me?” declares the LORD. “Do you not tremble

in My presence? For | have placed the sand as a boundary forséfae An eternal

decree, so it cannot cross over it. Though theewawss, yet they cannot prevalil,

Though they roar, yet they cannot cross over’fBut this people has a stubborn and

rebellious heart; They have turned aside and deghért
And He commands us to tremble and praise Him becHess highly exalted.

Psalm 99:1-3: 'The LORD reigns, let the peoples trembleHe is enthroned above the

cherubim, let the earth shakdlhe LORD is great in Zion, AndHe is exalted above all

the peoples.3Let them praise Thy great and awesome name; Holy ide.
God'’s providence is worthy of our admiration andipe. Rightly understanding it benefits us
while intensifying our worship of God in many ways;luding the following.

Increases our gratitude to God
Psalm 75:1: We give thanks to Thee, O Godwe give thanks, For Thy name is
near;Men declare Thy wondrous works

® Thomas WatsorA Body of Divinity reprint 2003 by The Banner of Truth Trust, GaeliPA. pg 124.
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Increases our trust in God.
Psalm 65:5: By awesome deeds Thou dost answer us in rightesas O God of
our salvation;Thou art the trust of all the ends of the earth andof the farthest
sea.
Changes the way we view our world
Psalm 102:25-27: %0f old Thou didst found the earth; And the heavensare
the work of Thy hands. *®Even they will perish, but Thou dost endure And all
of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothifighou wilt change them, and
they will be changed?’But Thou are the same, And Thy years will not comé
an end.
Helps us understand that evil is not outside ofctrarol of God but that He is using it
for the ultimate end of all of His good purposes.
Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the
wicked for the day of evil.
Causes us teest in God’s promiseas we considduture eventsknowing that even if
we face dreadful suffering, God will work it for ogood.
Romans 8:28,31: And we know thatGod causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are calledraliicg to His purpose.
.. .*'What then shall we say to these thintj<3od is for us, who is against us?
Psalm 23:3-4:°He restores my soul; He guides me in the pathsgbteousness
For His name’s sake’Even though | walk through the valley of the shadovof
death, | fear no evil; for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort
me.
Encourages us to anticipate the accomplishme@aaf's ultimate end in everything
He will destroy evil forever, and we will lie down peace.
Isaiah 14:24, 27: **The Lord of hosts has sworn sayin§utely, just as | have intended
so it has happened, and just as | have planned sowill be. . . .?’For the Lord of hosts
has planned, and who can frustrate it? And a#ifsroutstretched hand, who can turn it
back?”
Isaiah 11:6-9: ®And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leapd will lie
down with the kid, And the calf and the young limd the fatling together; And a
little boy will lead them. “Also the cow and bear will graze; Their young Wil
down together; And the lion will eat straw like the. And the nursing child will
play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned chiltput his hand on the viper’'s
den. “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will
be full of the knowledge of thedrD As the waters cover the sea.
Affirms that God’s providence is tHeundation of our hopéor a future day of glorious
rest and eternal happiness.
Revelation 21:3-4:*And | heard a loud voice from the throne, sayirBetiold, the
tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall daveting them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself shall be among thtamgdHe shall wipe away every
tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer beany death; there shall no
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain the first things have passed away.”
Oh Christian, consider how His eye is on the sparamd He watches over you! Yours is a
special providence, being in the company of Goéarly beloved and chosen people.
Romans 8:28: And we knowthat God causes all things to work together for gabto
those who love God, to those who are called accondito His purpose
Thomas Watsonfurther teaches us‘God's providence reaches to all persons, espegitie
persons of the godly, who in a special manner aker notice of. God takes care of every saint
in particular, as if he had none else to care féte careth for you,” 1 Peter 5:7. i.e., the elect i
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a special manner. ‘The eye of the Lord is upon theahfear him; to preserve them from death,

and to keep them alive in famine.” Ps 33:18,19. Gwdhis providential care shields off dangers

from his people, and sets a life-guard of angelsualbhem. Ps 34:7. God’s providence keeps the
very bones of the saints. Ps 34:20. It bottlesrttears. Ps 56:8. It strengthens the saints in

their weakness. Heb 11:34. It supplies all theants out of its alms basket. Ps 23:5. Thus
Providence wonderfully supplies the wants of trectel’’ Let us therefore appreciate God's

providence enough to worship and magnify God’s ign@ane because of it. Let us do this while

always seeking to acknowledge His invisible handwélance and care.

Question #48: At this particular time in your life, what do yauost appreciate about God’s
providential purposes and rule?

Question #49: In what specific ways should you demonstrate y@ur thoughts, actions,
attitudes, and speech) your appreciation of Goisigential purposes and rule?

Humbly submit to His will
We rightly acknowledge God’s good providence by blynsubmitting to it. Are we happy that
God is in control? Then let us also be happy wittat He gives andlso with what He takes
away. Remember God’'s good promise to never givewar® than we can bear and to bring us
safely to His heaven.

1 Corinthians 10:13: No temptation has overtaken you but such asnshtan to man;

andGod is faithful, who will not allow you to be temped beyond what you are able

but with the temptation will provide the way of epe also, that you may be able to

endure it.

2 Timothy 4:18: The Lord will deliver me from every evil deed, andwill bring me

safely to His heavenly kingdomto Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 1:3-5: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCivho according

to His great mercy has caused us to be born agria tiving hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the désmpbtain an inheritance which is imperishable

and undefiled and will not fade away, reservedeéaven for youlwho are protected by

the power of God through faith for a salvationready to be revealed in the last time.

John 10:27-29: ?’My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and thdipdv Me; ?and

| give eternal life to them, and they shall never @rish; and no one shall snatch them

out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greaten til§ and no one

is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.
Consider the example of the saints who have goferdas. Even though they faced great trials
and the hand of God seemed against them at tirseshgy trusted Him and humbly submitted
to His will. Watson elaborates;God is to be trustedwhen his providences seem to run
contrary to his promises God promised to give David the crown, to make king; but
providence ran contrary to his promise. David vpagsued by Saul, and was in danger of his
life, but all this while it was David’'s duty to stuGod. Pray observe, that the Lord by cross

7 watson, 120
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providences often brings to pass his promise. @odised Paul the lives of all that were with
him in the ship; but the providence of God seemeadin quite contrary to his promise, for the
winds blew, the ship split and broke in piecesust@od fulfilled his promise; upon the broken
pieces of the ship they all came safe to shoraustTéod when providences seem to run quite
contrary to promises>®

Abraham: Faithful to God in severe trial while trusting iros promise to bless.
Hebrews 11:17-19:''By faith Abrahamwhen he was tested, offered up Isaaend he
who had received the promises was offering up hig begotten son'éit was he to
whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants siettalled.” **He considered that God
is able to raise men even from the dead; from whehlso received him back as a type.

Job: Worshipped God in the midst of terrible sufferangd pain.

Job 1:20-21: *°Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his aed he fell to the
ground and worshiped?’And he said, “Naked | came from my mother's wombdA
naked | shall return ther&@he LORD gave and the IORD has taken away. Blessed be
the name of theL ORD.”

Job 13:15a: Though He slay me, | will hope in Him.

Joseph: Faithful to God in the midst of terrible hardshignd suffering.

Genesis 50:19-21:But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am in God’s

place? ?°And as for you, you meant evil against me, but Godheant it for good in

order to bring about this present result, to preseve many people alive. ?!So
therefore, do not be afraid; | will provide for you and your little ones.” So he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

Daniel: Faithful to God in the midst of great sufferingdasevere temptation in a pagan culture.
Daniel 1:1-9: In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged itAnd the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of
Judah in to his hand along with some of the vessels of the house af;@ad he brought them
to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, lE8rought the vessels in the treasury of his god.
*Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his fi€ials, to bring in some of the sons of
Israel, including some of the royal family and of he nobles, . . . °Now among them from the
sons of Judah were DanielHananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. . 8But Daniel made up his
mind that he would not defile himself with the kinds choice food or with the wine which he
drank; so he sought permission from the commanderfdhe officials that he might not defile
himself. °Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in theight of the commander of
the officials.

Paul: Persevered to the end despite tremendous sujffend persecution.

2 Corinthians 11:23-28:*Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as if iny&ameore sg,

in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beatimes without number, often in
danger of death*'Five times | received from the Jews thirty-ninehkas *’Three times |
was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, threestimas shipwrecked, a night and a day
| have spent in the deep® have been on frequent journeys, in dangers frivers,
dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymangerrs from the Gentiles, dangers
in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangershensea, dangers among false brethren;
%"l have been in labor and hardship, through mangp#ss nights, in hunger and thirst,
often without food, in cold and exposur&Apart from such external things, there is
the daily pressure upon me of concern for all thelwrches.

Question #50: Which of the above examples are most helpful irareging you to submit to
God’s will? Explain how they are encouraging taiyo

18 Watson,Body of Divinity 123.
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Question #51: Describe one or more specific situations in whyol need to submit to God’s
will. Then list specific actions you must takearder to submit to God’s will in this (these)
situations.

Question #52: Make a specific step-by-step plan that you valldw to take the actions listed in
Q. #51.

Never Complain against God’s Providence
Would you like to rule the world? Do you have aeviplan than God’'s? Would God and His
world be better off if you were at the helm? Stieimking is utter folly, and we all know it.
Why then do we complain disrespectfully against Gadse providence? Shall the clay say to
the potter, why did you make me like this? (Rom@0-21) Shall the dog bite the hand that
feeds it? Complaining to God about the circumstanaf our lives is sheer folly, bseeking
consolation and comforh His sovereign power, wisdom, and care is wisensder the words
of Thomas Watson “Let us be contentthat God should rule the worldearn to acquiescen
his will, andsubmit to his providenceDoes any affliction befall you? Remember God $eis
that which is fit for you, or it would not comé&®”

Philippians 2:12-16: *?So then, my beloved, just as you have always ohayadas in

my presence only, but now much more in my absemoek out your salvation with

fear and trembling; *¥or it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work

for His good pleasure. **Do all things without grumbling or disputing; *that you

may prove yourselves to be blameless and innockitiren of God above reproach in

the midst of a crooked and perverse generationngmdom you appear as lights in the

world, **holding fast the word of life, so that in the ddyGhrist | may have cause to

glory because | did not run in vain nor toil inwai
May we always seek humble submission to God, rieglie knows what we need far better
than we do ourselves. The circumstances God haseatdor our lives are those which produce
our highest good and God’s greatest glory!

Matthew 6:31-34: *'Do not be anxious then, saying, “What shall we "eat?

“What shall we drink?” or “With what shall we clatourselves?™*?For all these

things the Gentiles eagerly seédt; your heavenly Father knows that you need

all these things.**But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; red all

these things shall be added to you. *'Therefore do not be anxious for

tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Eaatay has enough trouble of its

own.

¥Wwatson, 125.
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Question #53: How do Philippians 2:12-16 and Matthew 6:31-34écsfically affirm the great
wisdom of submitting to God’s providence withouthgaaint?

Question #54: What particular aspects of your life right nove gou most tempted to complain
about?

Question #55: How will you apply Philippians 2:12-16 and Matihé:31-34 to these particular
aspects of your life?

Be Thankful for God’'s Providence
Dear friends, when we consider God’s goodness tawasnust respond with thankfulness! God
has promised that every single thing in our livel witimately work for our good. Since He has
met our greatest need by not sparing His own SenwH also give us everything else that we
need.

Romans 8:31-32:*'What then shall we say to these thinds®od is for us, who is against us?

%2He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Hprfor us allhow will He not also with

Him freely give us all things?
If God will give us a Kingdom when we die, will H®t also give us daily bread while we live?
If Jesus suffered and died to bring us to Himseilf, He not also hear our prayer when we cry to
Him for help? Indeed He willl And He won't stopere. He will also crown us with eternal life
and allow us to see His glory forever in HeavenhatVmore could we want from the good hand
of Providence? Learn then, that it is fitting tbe upright to praise God. Thanksgiving to God
is pure praise! It honors the God who gives usdiid breath.

Psalm 50:23: He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honor$e; And to him who

orders his way aright I shall show the salvatioiGof.
Those who know the goodness of God will respondh wite highest praises of our King!
Thanksgiving runs through the veins of every Goclied saint. Praise is the garment that fits
handsomely on our backs.

Psalm 145:9-10:°The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all Hisrks. *°All Thy

works shall give thanks to Thee, O brD, And Thy godly ones shall bless Thee
The mouths of the wicked are filled with grumblimgurmuring, and complaining. The wicked
cannot praise God; neither are they thankful. Toisgn of asps is on their lips, and with the
tongue they profane the name of God. But sucheddpeech does not befit a saint!

2 Timothy 3:2-4 ’For men will be lovers of self, lovers of mondégastful, arrogant,

revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unhély)loving, irreconcilablemalicious

gossips, without self-control,brutal, haters of goodireacherous, reckless, conceited,

lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God

Psalm 33:1-5: 'Sing for joy in the LORD, O you righteous ones; Prise is becoming

to the upright. “Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre;Sing praises to Himwith a

harp of ten stringsSing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shotiof joy. “For
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the word of the bRD is upright; And all His work is done in faithfulse °He loves

righteousness and justice; The earth is full ofitvengkindness of the @rD.
Let us therefore give God the thanksgiving andgararhich is due Him! No matter what cup we
are called to drink, no matter what bitternessanfl should afflict us, no matter what great trial
may befall us—may we stand in the company of Gaglhiag saints, with the glorious praise of
God in our mouth, secure in the knowledge that Heggonly what works for our good. May
we do His good will by giving thanks in all circutaaces!

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: *Rejoice always;"'pray without ceasingi®in everything give

thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 5:18-20And do not get drunk with wine, for that is disstip, but be filled

with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psadmd hymns and spiritual songs, singing

and making melody with your heart to the Loatlvays giving thanks for all thingsin

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, everrétleer;

Question #56: According to Romans 8:31-32, Psalm 50:23, andniP4456:9-10 33:1-5, on
what basis should Christians tiearacterizedy thankful spirits?

Question #57: According to Romans 3:13-14, 2 Timothy 3:2-4,1Ps83:1-5 how should the
speech of believers in Christ differ from the sgeetunbelievers?

Question #58: Read and meditate on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-1&phdsians 5:18-20 . Then
write a hymn or a prayer of thanksgiving to Godusiag specifically on your delight in and
appreciation of His providence.

Trust in God’s Good Providence to His People
When we consider the promises which God has madeshould be encouraged to rest in His
providence. Because God is in control, we cankestwing that He will bring about our good
and His glory! Thomas Watsongives us this challenge‘Therefore, Christians, believe that
God loves you, and that he will make the most cposgidences to promote his glory and your
good.”° Scripture affirms that God will care for us andehour needs.

Psalm 37:3-7: >Trust in the LORD, and do good Dwell in the land and cultivate

faithfulness. “Delight yourself in the brD; And He will give you the desires of your

heart. "Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.°And He

will bring forth your righteousness as the lightndAyour judgment as the noonday.

'Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who

propsers in his way, Because of the man who cavtiesvicked schemes.

2 \watson, 125
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Jesus often confronting our fears with, “Do not dfeaid,” followed by assurances of His
presence with us. Indeed we have nothing to feaeilove God, everything will work for our
ultimate good

Luke 12:32: Do not be afraid little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give

you the kingdom

Question #59:List the commands in Psalm 37:3-7 and Luke 12:32.

Question #60: Now list the promises and affirmations of truththese passages.

Question #61: How do the promises and affirmations of truthhase passages encourage you
to so trust in God'’s providence that you delight agjoice in obeying His commands?
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Notes:
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 3: God’s Purposes
The Display of His Glory and Excellence — The Ultirate End

God created the world for many purposes. Indeedyyving He created fulfills a specific
purpose in His grand scheme for the ages. As we h&eady seen, all things work out in
conformity with His sovereign purposes.

Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purposeEven the wicked

for the day of evil.

Question #62: For what most basic reason does every created) tf@ven the wicked)
exist?

Now, consider these verses:
Ephesians 1:11-12: *'also we have obtained an inheritance, having Ipeedestined
according to His purpose who works all things aftethe counsel of His wil] **to the
end that we who were the first to hope in Christ skdag to the praise of His glory.

Question #63: According to Ephesians 1:11-12, how did we obgairinheritance?

Question #64 According to Ephesians 1:11-12, for what purp¢=sed) did we obtain our
inheritance?

Ephesians 1:11-1Zeveals that although the salvation of the sawas predestined according to
God'’s purpose, the salvation of the saiataot God’s highest purposeGod’s predestination of
the salvation of the saints wé® the end that we...... should be to the praise of Hi®ory.”
Note well that the salvation of men and women sugpihie higher purpose of tipeaise of the
glory of God! How then should we answer the question: Whatad'$highest purpose in
creating all things? In other words, what ultimptepose do all of God’s other purposes serve?
To paraphrase thé/estminster Shorter Catechiskivhat is the chief end of God in creating all
things? The following chart clearly shows us theveer.
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“The chief end of God in the creation of all things is to manifest the Glory and Excellency of His own nature as
God, and to express through creation, providence and redemption the manifold perfections of His divine character”

- eadel God’s Ultimate Purpose Proverbs 16:4

Wograce youl have been saved, ... 5 - - Thi= . al .

S The Manifestation of His Glory and Excellence \ --I||"( Ir“‘;.”_‘.”,""f mace
He might show the surpassing EVEDYIILg 0L 1 OV DUTPCSR,

= e Fven the wicked Tor the day of
riches of His grace in Kindness &

toward us m Christ Jesus. \V T T \ evil. NASB

C_reatlt_)n Prqwdence R‘edemﬁlﬁon‘ Judgment
Physical Universe, Preservation, Concurrence, Salvation, Sanctification, Ganination
Mankind, Angels Government Glorification

ALL PURPOSES OF GOD SERVE THE HIGHER PURPOSE OF THE DISPLAY OF HIS GLORY!

The chief end of God in creating all things is tamfest the Glory and Excellency of His own
nature as God, and to express through Creationjidemce, and Redemption the manifold
perfections of His divine character.

Question #65: Is the idea presented in the chart a new ongdo? If so, what is
your initial reaction to it?

Dear reader, God is a Being of such awesome wardkexquisite beauty that the expression of
His being is the highest and most glorious concepiceivable. Furthermoregflecting God’s
character and nature in an intimate personal relatiship with Him is the most fulfilling and
exhilarating of all human experiences. Thus, tlkighe highest purpose for which we were
created. As the Westminster Catechism states, €htef end of man is to glorify God and enjoy
Him forever.” This assertion is well-supportedSaripture.

1 Chronicles 16:28-29:**Ascribe to the brD, O families of the peoplesscribe to the

LoRD glory and strength. *?Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name;Bring an

offering, and come before Hindyorship the LORD in holy array.

Isaiah 42:12: Let them give glory to the LORD, And declare His praise in the

coastlands.

Isaiah 43:7: Everyone who is called by My naménd whom | have created for My

glory, Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.

Psalm 99:9: Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at His holy hill; For holy is the

LorD our God.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20: *Or do you not know that your body is a temple @& Hioly

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, ahdttyou are not your own%’For

you have been bought with a price: therefore glorif God in your body.

Matthew 5:16: Let your light shine before men in such a way thathey may see your

good works, and glorify your Father who is in heave.

1 Peter 2:12: Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, gbat in the thing

in which they slander you as evildoers, they may oaccount of your good deeds, as

they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitaon.
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1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drinkwhatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.

Question #66: From the above verses, list seves@écific waysn which we are commanded to
give God glory.

The Bible consistently subordinates all human psegoto our ultimate purpose of glorifying
God. Dear Reader, here is the meaning of our!livese Lord Himself taught the same thing
when He answered a Pharisee’s question by idemgfyie great commandments. He said all the
Law and Prophets (in other words, the whole Oldtareent) are summed up in these two
commandments.

Matthew 22:34-40: *But when the Pharisees heard that He had put tHduSees to

silence, they gathered themselves togettidhnd one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a

question, to test Hint™Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 2aW/And

He said to him,“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all

your soul, and with all your mind.” *This is the great and foremost commandment

*The second is like it, “You shall love your neighhoas yourself.” *°On these two

commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.
Here Jesus tells us that the chief purpose foreaistence is tdove God i.e., to worship Him
with everything within us. The meaning of worskisgo ascribe worth or value to something
Consider this definition in relation to God’s higheurpose for us. God seeks to manifest or
show forth the excellence of His character and camds us to love, praise, and revere Him.
Sin, therefore, is an abominable failure to ful@iir chief end because it doesn't reflect love for
God and, consequently, doesn’t glorify Him. Theref it fails to fulfill the high purpose for
which He created us. This is also why even onevsilates the whole law of God. When we
Christians sin, we fall short of our chief end dbrgying and enjoying God. And He takes
action immediately to get us back on track! Héhfaily convicts us of our failure and drives us
to confess and repent through the work of His Hepjrit. When we respond in love to His
conviction, we return to glorifying God by refleaty His merciful forgiveness to those around
us.

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law ayet stumbles in one point, he has

become guilty of all.

1 John 1:8-9: 8If we say that we have no sin, we are deceivingelues, and the truth is

not in us. °If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteasi to forgive us our sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Question #67: In your own words, describe how repentance andesmndn of sin glorifies
God.

Question #68: Explain why the fact that repentance and condessif sin glorifies God and
must not be used by a Christian as a license to sin
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God’s highest purpose is NOT the salvation of mankid.
Many people mistakenly believe that God’s highesppse is the salvation of men and women.
They wrongly reason that since we are created id'SSmage and are therefore the pinnacle of
His creative work, God’s highest priority must beeyenting us from falling into damnation.
This idea is foreign to the Bible’'s teaching, hoeev Scripture affirms that God ordained the
fall of mankind from eternity for His own immutabprpose and by His eternal decree. He
purposed from the beginning for mankind to fall,teat He could redeem some to eternal life
while others were damned. How can we be so sesethre God’s purposes? Because this is in
fact what happenswhich is the definition of God’s sovereign wilEverything that unfolds in
the course of history must be the outworking of sbgereign decree of God. Not only is this
reasonably inferred by a common sense understaodlisgvereignty, but the Bible plainly states
that God is responsible for the fall and that Henpked redemption from before the creation of
the world.

Romans 9:14-24:*What shall we say thenThere is no injustice with God, is there?

May it never be! “For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom have mercy,

and | will have compassion on whom | have compassid '°So then it does not

depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, luon God who has mercy.

YFor the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this vetyppse | raised you up, to

demonstrate My power in you, and that My name mightproclaimed throughout the

whole earth.” ®*So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He kdans whom

He desires. You will say to me then, “Why does He still findult? For who resists

His will?” 2°0On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answeck ttaGod? The thing

molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you neaine like this,” will it? >!Or does

not the potter have a right over the clay, to makérom the same lump one vessel for

honorable use, and another for common use?*What if God, although willing to

demonstrate His wrath and to make His power knosngured with much patience

vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? “And He did so in order that He might

make known the riches of His glory upmessels of mercy, which He prepared

beforehand for glory, **even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews but

also from among Gentiles.

1 Peter 1:20-21%For He wadoreknown before the foundation of the world but has

appeared in these last times for the sake of jho through Him are believers in

God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glooythat your faith and hope are

in God.

Question #69: How do people mistakenly believe that God’s hgglpirpose is the salvation of
mankind?

Question #70: How do Romans 9:14-21 and 1 Peter 1:20-21 afivat God purposed from the
beginning that some would be redeemed and otheutdvib@ damned?

46



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

Many who claim that it is God’s will that all memd women be saved quote the following
verses:

1 Timothy 2:3-8 °This is good and acceptable in the sight of God Savior, ‘who

desires all men to be saved and to come to the kniedige of the truth °For there is

one God, and one mediator also between God andtireman Christ Jesu$yho gave

Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony bornthatproper time.

2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not slow about His promise, as soment slowness, but is

patient toward youpot wishing for any to perish but for all to come b repentance.

Romans 11:32: For God has shut up all in disobediencéhat He might show mercy to

all.

They fail to consider, however, that if God’s highpurpose were to save all mankind, then that
is exactly what God would do. God would not hakatsup all people into disobedience if He
desired to save them all; rather He would have limpevented the fall from happening. He
could have done this in many ways, not the leastto€h would have been to NOT create the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil nor to giveaw not to eat from it. These verses then,
simply reflect themoral will of God.

God does not delight in the death of anyone, evwddned sinners (Ezekiel 18:32). However,
He will judge and damn hardened sinners becausegded displays the excellence of His
goodness, justice, and wrath. So even thoughsmmdral will He does not delight in the death
of the wicked, in Hissovereign will He demands it. God allows what He hates to actismp
what He loves. Consider the following quote frdohn Piper. “The misery and the suffering
that judgment brings upon the impenitent, in ands#lf, does not delight the heart of God. He
is not malicious or bloodthirsty. That's what Ez#Ki8:32 is warning us NOT to believe about
God. Rather, when He brings judgment on the impehiand unbelieving and wicked, the
delight that He takes in that act is delight in tedication of His justice and His truth and
righteousness, and the value of His name whichbleas profaned by unbelievers. God’s heart
is capable of grieving over the misery and the somsidered in and of itself, of any unbelieving
lost person (Ezekiel 18:32), while at the same tim@icing and exulting exuberantly in the
vindication of His righteousness and His name as ddstroys them in hell (Deuteronomy
28:63). If that does not fit together in your ownnd and heart, you are finite and God is
infinite. Do not shape God into your limited imagket the Holy Scriptures stand, and may God
build His true character in your heart and in yoeyes.”!

2L John Piper, “The Pleasure of God in All He Do&etmon: February 1, 1987. For a more detailecldison of
this subject, see: John Pip&he Pleasures of God: Meditations on God’s DeligHBeing God, Appendix: “Are
There Two Wills in God? Divine Election and Go@ssire For All to be Saved.” (Sisters, OR: Multradm
Publishers, 2000), 313-340.

47



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

God Could Have Prevented the Fall

If salvation was His highest purpose

The Final
JESUS the CHRIST Judgment
Creation — — wlv
Figad Eternal Life
1000 yr.
> Fall MLSSWE) Church Millenrurn Heaven
( e AQE Christ Rules on
TIME | carth God knows who
lives forever and
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But this is NOT what God in His SOVEREIGN
God could have prevented the Fall
and all the subsequent events of wiLL has chosen to do. In fact He has
redemptive history and the final created anq govemgd a world where we
Gt e have Creation, Providence, Redemption
OLI G Htis Bakr haesies and Damnation. These all serve the higher
£y purpose of God to manifest His Glory.

Question #71: How can Godnhot delight in the death of the wicked while actingidevely to
destroy them in hell?

God’s Glory displayed in all things
Consider then, how God displays His glory in alhgs. Listed below are a few of the divine
excellencies that are seen in the works of God.
The creation of the universereflects His power, wisdom, beauty, and perfection
His providence reflects His power, wisdom, grace, mercy, patienaad
omnipresence.
The salvation of His peopleeflects His love, grace, mercy, goodness, arntitpis
The damnation of the wickedreflects Hisgoodness, justice, wrath, and power.
Dear reader, when we consider the almighty powdrveisdom of God, we must respond with
worship and awe! The Scripture plainly teactiesr from Him and through Him and to Him
are all things.” God is indeed the beginning, middle, and endldhat He has purposed to do.
Romans 11:33-36:%°0h, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom kmalvledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and uoradible His ways!**For who has
known the mind of the @RrD, or who became His counselofZOr who has first given to
Him that it might be paid back to him agaif®For from Him and through Him and to
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
Numerous biblical texts explicitly state that Gazkks His own glory. Listing them all would
take several pages and examining them all woulkeikbausting. Here are just a few of them:
Isaiah 48:9-11: °For the sake of My namel delay My wrath, Andor My praise | restrain it
for you, In order not to cut you off:Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver; Vééested
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you in the furnace of affliction*For My own sake, for My own sake | will act; For howcan
My name be profanec® AndMy glory | will not give to another.
Isaiah 43:7: Everyone who igalled by My name, And whom | have created for My
glory, Whom | have formed, even whom | have made.
Jeremiah 13:11: “For as the waistband clings to the waist of aaps® | made the whole
household of Israel and the whole household of Jwliag to Me,” declares thedrb,
“that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for prase, and for glory, but they
did not listen.”
Psalm 106:7-8: ‘Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Thy wond&rsey did not
remember Thine abundant kindnesses, But rebelledthky sea, at the Red Sea.
8\everthelesHe saved them for the sake of His name, That He ntig make His
power known.
Romans 9:17: For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this yampose | raised you up,
to demonstrate My power in you, atitht My name might be proclaimed throughout
the whole earth”
John 7:18: He who speaks from himself seeks his own glooyH®e who is seeking the
glory of the One who sent Him He is true, and there is no unrighteousness fim Hi
Matthew 5:16: Let your light shine before men in such a way thay may see your
good worksand glorify your Father who is in heaven
John 12:27-28: “*Now My soul has become troubled; and what shalhy, ‘Father,
save Me from this hour’? Bdior this purpose | came to this hour. ®Father, glorify
Thy name.” There came therefore a voice out of heavémate both glorified it, and
will glorify it again .”
John 17:24: Father, | desire that they also, whom Thou hastngMe, be with Me
where | amjn order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for
Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the idior
1 Peter 4:11: Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, ttegantces of God; whoever
serves, let him do so as by the strength which &guplies;so that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belogs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
Let us learn then: the Bible plainly declares ttlaief among God’s purposes is the pursuit of
His own glory and the fame of His great name!

Question #72: Describe your initial reactions to the Bible’sai¢hing that the display of God’s
glory is His highest priority in everything that idees.

Question #73: What specific changes in your priorities, attésadand pursuits are in order as
you seek to live each day in the light of this lmiél teaching?
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 3: God’s Purposes
The Plan of Redemption, the Gospel, and Missions

Consider then how God, in His infinite wisdom, halanned the outworking of history to
achieve this great end of displaying the glory a6 Kame. As we look at Scripture, we see that
even the earliest passages speak of God’s plasate“and redeem.”

Genesis 3:15:And | will put enmity Between you and the womamd between your seed and

her seed; He shall bruise you on the headnd you shall bruise him on the heel
Indeed, the entire Bible declares how God is wayldnt His plan for the ages. Scripture plainly
teaches that it was always God’s plan for mankinfli, for Jesus to die upon the Cross, and for
God to redeem for Himself a company of people whterhas‘destined for Glory.” Scripture
is replete with passages testifying that these tevevere “predestined according to His
purpose”and done by thpredetermined plan and foreknowledgesf God.

Ephesians 1:10c-12: *%In Him *also we have obtained an inheritanbaying been

predestined according to His purposevho works all things after the counsel of His

will, *to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEishould be to the praise of

His glory.

Acts 2:22-23: ?*Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus theaMme, a man attested

to you by God with miracles and wonders and sighglvGod performed through Him

in your midst, just as you yourselves knowthis Man, delivered upby the

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of Godyou nailed to a cross by the hands of

godless men and put Him to death.

Acts 4:27-28 *For truly in this city there were gathered togethgainst Thy holy

servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Hermt Rontius Pilate, along with the

Gentiles and the peoples of Israéto do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose

predestined to occur

Ephesians 1:3-6: 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCtuho has

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevealy places in Chrisfjust asHe chose

us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless

before Him. In love’He predestined us to adoption as sonhrough Jesus Christ to

Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, °to the praise of the glory of His

grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Belove

Ephesians 3:11-12: "This was in accordance with theternal purpose which He

carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, ?in whom we have boldness and confident access

through faith in Him.

Titus 1:1-2: Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle osJehuist, for the faith of

those chosen of Godnd the knowledge of the truth which is accordimgodliness?in

the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot ligpromised long ages agdbut at

the proper time manifested even His word, in the proclamation with which asv

entrusted according to the commandment of God auio§

2 Timothy 1:8-11: ®Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony pf.otd, or of me

His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tigespel according to the power of God,

who has saved us, and called us with a holy callingot according to our works, but

according to His own purpose and grace which was gnted us in Christ Jesus from

all eternity, *°out now has been revealed by the appearing of auio6Christ Jesus,

who abolished death, and brought life and immadsytab light through the gospel'for

which | was appointed a preacher, and an aposti@deacher.
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Question #74: What specific words and phrases in the abovepfrds reveal that God
planned, from the beginning, to “save and redeemiraber of fallen sinners?

Question #75: How do these passages speak toatheolutenessf God’s sovereignty in your
mind?

Since these things in God’s Word are necessalilg, twe must now consider the means God
ordained to carry out His plan for the ages. TheleBplainly declares that God uses the
proclamation of the Gospel message in this latetadaring about His purpose of glorifying
Himself in the redemption of sinners. He has cédrddis church with the great task of
evangelizing the nations (missions). He has dbisebioth for the sake of His great name, and so
that the Lamb will receive the reward of His sufigt Since God has created both mankind and
angels as morally responsible, He holds them adabiento His standard of morality. Scripture
therefore affirms that both mankind and angels wiind in judgment before God and are
accountable to God’s sovereign authority.

2 Peter 2:4: For if God did not spare angels when they sinnedut cast them into hell and

committed them to pits of darknessserved for judgment

Hebrews 2:16: For assuredlje does not give help to angels, but He gives hétpthe

descendant of Abraham.

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14**The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear &d keep

His commandmentgiecause this applies to every persofiFor God will bring every

act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is goocdewil.

Romans 3:19: Now we know that whatever the Law says, it spgak#hose who are

under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, ahdhe world may become

accountable to God

Romans 14:12:So then each one of us shall give an account of lsetf to God.

1 Peter 4:1-5: 'Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flestn yourselves also with

the same purpose, because he who has suffered flesh has ceased from siso as to

live the rest of the time in the flesh no longertite lusts of men, but for the will of God.

®For the time already past is sufficient for youhave carried out the desire of the

Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensualistsJudrunkenness, carousals, drinking

parties and abominable idolatrie®nd in all this, they are surprised that you do not

with them into the same excess of dissipation, taag malign you?but they shall give

account to Him who is ready to judge the living andhe dead.

Question 76: According to the above verses, what do mankitiaargels have in common?

Question #77: According to the above verses, how has fallen kiman been blessed
astoundingly more than have fallen angels?
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Question #78: Ponder this astounding blessing; then write atgirayer of gratitude to God for
it.

God expects His creatures, whom He has made foowmspurposes, to live according to God’s
standard of moral character which requires pedactpurity, and holiness. Because all of
mankind has fallen short of the glory of God (Hesfpct standard of moral character), they stand
in great need of redemption — a need God providetbhg ages ago in Higan of redemption.
In our late age, God'’s plan of redemption is contmgass though the preaching of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. As God’s people proclaim the wafrdesus, who was the perfect sacrifice for
the sins of mankind and God’s required redemptiocepthe purpose of God in redemption is
being accomplished as He calls out His chosen pdomin every tribe and nation.

Romans 3:23:for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 16:25-27:**Now to Him who is able to establish yascording to my gospel

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to theevelation of the mystery which

has been kept secret for long ages pastbut now is manifested, and by the Scriptures

of the prophetsaccording to the commandment of the eternal God, l®abeen made

known to all the nations, leading to obedience ofith; *to the only wise God, through

Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

Question #79: Why do all people everywhere need to be redeemed?

Through this gospel (the message of the persomwanki of Christ), the judgment of God for the
sins of mankind has been cancelled for all whoelveli By faith in Christ they enter into a state
of redemption. Their debt of sin has been paiGad’'s wrath and judgment were satisfied at the
cross. Christ Jesus Himself, in His perfect lifiel atoning death, fulfilled the law of God (God’s
perfect standard of moral character) and paid usepenalty for the wages of sin. This we call
justification by faith.

Romans 3:21-28: ?But now apart from the Law the righteousness of ®Bad been

manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Hetsp™eventhe righteousness of

God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those whabelieve for there is no distinction;

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory@dd, *being justified as a gift by His

grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jegs, “whom God displayed

publicly as a propitiation in His blood through tfai This was to demonstrate His

righteousness, because in the forbearance of Gogadsed over the sins previously

committed;**for the demonstration, | say, of His righteousraisthe present timéhat

He might be just and the justifier of the one who hs faith in Jesus *"Where then is

boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of lawd# works? No, buby a law of faith.

For we maintain tha man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
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Question #80: According to Romans 3:21-28, what did Christ loat tmakes it possible for God
to freely forgive fallen sinners?

Because of this great work, God has exalted Chestis, the incarnate Son of God and the man,
to be the sovereign king and judge of the livingl éhe dead. Therefore all nations and all
people, in every age and generation, will bow theekbefore the sovereign authority of Christ
when judgment comes at the consummation of God's fdr the ages.
Ephesians 1:18-23:'% pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlighderso that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are tiohes of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints,*>and what is the surpassing greatness of His powveartl us who believe. These are in
accordance with the working of the strength of Hiight “which He brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Hirisatight hand in the heavenly plac&$ar
above all rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not
only in this age, but also in the one to come&”?And He put all things in subjection under His
feet, and gave Him as head over all thingo the church®which is His body, the fulness of
Him who fills all in all.
2 Timothy 4:1-2: Y1 solemnly charge you in the presence of God @n@hrist Jesus,
who is to judge the living and the deadand by His appearing and His kingdom:
2preach the word; be ready in season and out obsgasprove, rebuke, exhort, with
great patience and instruction.
Philippians 2:9-11: *Therefore als@od highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the
name which is above every nam&hat at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and undehe earth, *and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lordo the glory of God the Father.

Question #81: According to the above scriptures, do any natmnpeople exercissovereign
ruling authority on this earth? Explainryanswer.

This message of the Gospel is theansby which God brings to pass His eternal purpose in
Christ to redeem. This is why missions is a keyrant of God’s glory in the church. Scripture
commands us to carry the Gospel to the far corofettse earth.

Mark 16:15: And He said to themGo into all the world and preach the gospel to all

creation.”

Ephesians 3:8-12:To me, the very least of all saints, this grace giasn,to preach to

the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ}and to bring to light what is the

administration of the mystery which for ages has ben hidden in God who created

all things; '%n order that the manifold wisdom of God might nda& made known

through the church to the rulers and the autheritiethe heavenly places:This was in

accordance wittthe eternal purpose which He carried out in ChristJesus our Lord,

%in whom we have boldness and confident accessdhrtaith in Him.

Matthew 24:14: And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in thevhole

world for a witness to all the nations, and then tk end shall come
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Romans 10:14-15: “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they hawet

believed? And how shall they believe in Him whdmeyt have not heard? Arftbw

shall they hear without a preacher? **And how shall they preach unless they are

sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feéthose who bring glad tidings of

good things!”
So then God fully intends to save all those whomHhds purposed to save. This He will
accomplish by His great missionary people, the Be@hurch. The accomplishment of His
purpose iertain! Scripture affirms that our sovereign God wilveall of the people He has
intended to save. Every last ong#l be saved.

John 6:37-39: *All that the Father gives Me shall come to Meand the one who

comes to Me | will certainly not cast outFor | have come down from heaven, not to do

My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me3**And this is the will of Him who sent

Me, that of all that He has given Me | lose nothingbut raise it up on the last day.

Revelation 5:9-10: °And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art Ttmtake the

book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast skangdidst purchase for God with Thy

blood men from every tribe and tongue and people ahnation. *°And Thou hast

made them to be a kingdom and priests to our Qatiflzey will reign upon the earth.”

Question #82: Describe the significance of the missionary aistiof Christ’s Church.

Christ did all that was neededgecurethe salvation of His church.
John 19:30: When Jesus therefore had received the sour Weesaid, It is finished " And
He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.
In all of this great plan to redeem, God’s peopbgnify theglory of His grace in salvation. All
of God’s redemptive acts throughout history workheend (the ultimate purpose)f the praise
of the glory of God’s excellency and nature as ®avior.
2 Corinthians 4:15: For all things are for your sakes, tlta grace which is spreading
to more and more people may cause the giving of thks to abound to the glory of
God.
Ephesians 1:3-14:Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Cist, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevealy places in Chrisfjust as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, thre¢ should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love®He predestined us to adoption as sons through JeBrist to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His lilto the praise of the glory of His
grace which Hefreely bestowed on us in the Belovedin Him we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespsisaecording to the riches of His grace,
%which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and ihsitHe made known to us the
mystery of His will, according to His kind intentiavhich He purposed in Hiffwith a
view to an administration suitable to the fulness fothe times, that is, the summing
up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the elartdim *also
we have obtained an inheritan¢gving been predestined according to His purpose
who works all things after the counsel of His wiffto the endthat we who were the
first to hope in Chrisshould be to the praise of His glory “In Him, you also, after
listening to the message of truth, the gospel oir galvation—having also believed, you
were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promis&yho is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of Gawisr possessiorto the praise of His
glory.
Even the vertate of beingo which God’s people are destined is said todbery!
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Ephesians 1:18: | pray that the eyes of your heart may be endigad, so that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what &ne riches of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints,

Romans 9:23-24: ?And He did so in order that He mightake known the riches of
His glory upon vessels of mercy, whi¢te prepared beforehand for glory, *even us,
whom He also called, not from among Jews only dad from among Gentiles.

Question #83: For what ultimate purpose did God purpose andastve fallen sinners?

Question #84: Look back through this section and select onmare passages to memorize that
will help you remember God’s ultimate purpose faviag you.
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Notes:
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 3: God’s Purposes
God’s Decrees and Foreordination

The Certainty of God’s Purposes Being Fulfilled
Since God is clearly all-powerful and all-knowirggverns His creation by a mighty providence,
and inevitably brings His plans and purposes t@ pas see that God’s purposes ianenutable
(unchanging and certain) The Bible plainly declares that God’s purposes$iva established in
history because His counsel (plans and purposeeatain.

Psalm 33:11: Thecounsel of the loRD stands forever, The plans of His hearfrom

generation to generation.

Proverbs 19:21: Many are the plans in a man’s heart, Big counsel of the IORD, it

will stand.

Hebrews 6:17-18:'In the same way God, desiring even more to shaedeirs of the

promisethe unchangeableness of His purposinterposed with an oatffin order that

by two unchangeable thingsin which it is impossible for God to lie, we magpve

strong encouragement, we who have fled for refadaying hold of the hope set before

us.

Question #85: List words and phrases from the above passageatiirm the immutability of
God’s plans and purposes.

Question #86: If even one of God’s plans and purposes failedaime about, what would we
have to conclude about the Bible?

This discussion of God’s decrees is clearly reldtedHis sovereign authority. Since God is
omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent, He nedésskecreed everything that happens. He
hasdeclaredor proclaimed according to His counsel and will, everythingtthames to pass.
This decree of Godtannot be thwarted or hindered, becauseimisible hand providentially
carries it out in history. The Bible plainly dea thatGod will bring to pass what He wills in
His sovereign decree

Isaiah 46:9-11: °Remember the former things long past, For | am Gad, there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like MBeclaring the end from the beginning

And from ancient times things which have not beened Saying“My purpose will be

established, And | will accomplish all My good plesure”; *'Calling a bird of prey

from the east, The man of My purpose from a famtguTruly | have spoken; truly |

will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely Iwill do it.

Consider the words of th&estminster Shorter Catechison the Decrees of God:
Question 7: What are the Decrees of God®fhswer: The Decrees of God are,
His eternal purpose, according to the counsel sfwll, whereby, for His own
glory, He hath foreordained whatsoever comes ts.pas

57



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

Ephesians 1:9-11: °He made known to uthe mystery of His will, according to His

kind intention which He purposed in Hifwith a view to an administration suitable to

the fulness of the times, that is, the summing fialbthings in Christ, things in the

heavens and things upon the earth. In Hiaiso we have obtained an inheritance,

having been predestineitcording to His purpose who works all things afterthe

counsel of His will
Whatever comes to pass has betrnally decreed by GodThis means that God happroved
(in the sense of permitting or preventing them) dlithe events of history. This we call
foreordination. God hadore (from before time begandrdainedall that ever has happened or
will happen in history. Jonathan Edwards describegordination like this: “Whether God has
decreed all things that ever come to pass or nibthat own the being of a God, own that He
knows all things beforehandNow, it is self-evident that if He knows all thingseforehand, He
doth approve of them or doth not approve of thetiat is, He is either willing they should be,
or He is not willing they should be. Botwill that they should be is to decree thém

Numbers 23:19: God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a soman, that He should

repent;Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He span, and will He not make

it good?
Jonathan Edwards also addressed God’s decredstiomdo the problem of evil'God decreed
from all eternity all the evil that He ever doesripd, becauseGod’s permitting is God’s
forebearing to act or to preventlt can be made evident by reason that nothingamame to pass
but what is the will and pleasure of God should edmpass.”(Job 12:13-22; Proverbs 8:14-16;
Isaiah 40; Acts 2:23, 4:28)earn then that history is the product of God'srrefly wise
planning, creative purpose, providential preseomtand common grace. God fills space and
time with His presence, sustains it, and givesirppse and value. The omnipresent, omniscient,
and omnipotent One is Lord of time and history, vioe versa. His purposes are providentially
accomplished in time and space.

Isaiah 14:24-27: **The LORD of hosts has sworn sayintSurely, just as | have

intended so it has happened, and just as | have plaed so it will stand *to break

Assyria in My land, and | will trample him on My motains. Then his yoke will be

removed from them, and his burden removed fromr tekoulder.?°This is the plan

devised against the whole earthand this is the hand that is stretched out agalhthe

nations.”’For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? md as for

His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”

Question #87: On what basis (bases) did God foreordain whateweres to pass?
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The Nature of God’s Decrees and Foreordination
As we consider the decrees of God (His eternalgaep and plans), let us understand that they
reflect His very nature. Reflecting on God’'s #ftiiies helps us define and understand His
purposes. In relation to His decrees then we magstl that God’s nature is:
- Holy: God is absolutely perfect and pure.
Omnipotent: God is all-powerful and free to do all His holylw
Omniscient: God is all-knowing, having perfect knowledge afsp present and
future events.
Omnipresent: God exists in all space and in all of past, presand future eternity.
Eternal: God has always been, is now, and always will be.
Self-Existent: God had no beginning, will have no end, and is gbarce of all
beings, things, knowledge, and power.
Sovereign: God is the supreme authority; His decrees agsistible.
Wise: God’s plans all work together in harmony to acpbsh His purposes.
Just and Righteous: God cannot do anything evil, unjust, or wrong.

Therefore in light of God’s nature, let us now ddes the nature of His decrees.

God’s Decrees are:
Glorious: The chief end or final cause contemplated irnGalt’s decrees is His own
glory. Because God is infinite and perfect, theefation of His glory and excellency
is the highest of all existing purposes. All otlperrposes of creation, therefore, are
properly and necessarily subordinate to that end.
Romans 11:36: For from Him and through Him and to Him are all thi ngs.
To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

Question #88: What is the chief end of all God’s decrees? Why is
it right and proper that this be the chief endlbGad’s decrees?

Many and one God’s decrees are all reducible to one eterngbgse. All of the
manifold events of history form one great purposelan. Because God’s knowledge
perfectly encompasses past, present, and futuregpieoved of His plan, from
beginning to end, at the time He made@harles Hodgeexplains, It is inconsistent
with the idea of absolute perfection, that the jmsgs of God are successive, or that
He ever purposes what He did not originally inteod:that one part of His plan is
independent with other parts. It is one schemethatkfore one purpose?

Isaiah 41:4: Who has performed and accomplished Gglling forth the

generations from the beginning? |, the bRD, am the first, and with the last, |

am He.

Isaiah 46:9-10: "Remember the former things long past, For | am @utithere

is no other; | am God and there is no one like ]ﬁmmaring the end from the

beginning And from ancient times things which have not béene, Saying,

#Charles HodgeSystematic Theologyol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publist@ognpany, 1993), 537.
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“My purpose will be established, And | will accompkh all My good
pleasure”

Isaiah 48:3: | declared the former things long agoAnd they went forth from
My mouth, and | proclaimed thensuddenly | acted, and they came to pass

Question #89: Explain in your own words how God’s decrees rediacform one great purpose

or plan.

Free: God’'s decrees are free and sovereign, determigettiéo counsel of His own
will. Charles Hodge again explain§€;od adopted the plan of the universe on the
ground of His own good pleasure, for His own glagd every subordinate part of it
in reference to the whole. His decrees are frherdfore, in a far higher sense than
that in which the ordinary purposes of men are ftee

Question #90: On what basis are God’s decrées?

Psalm 135:5-6: °For | know thatthe LORD is great, And that our Lord is
above all gods.®Whatever the LORD pleases, He doesn heaven and in earth,
in the seas and in all deeps.

Isaiah 46:10: °Declaring the end from the beginningAnd from ancient times
things which have not been done, Sayitflgdy purpose will be established,
And | will accomplish all My good pleasure.”

Isaiah 40:13-14: "®Who has directed the Spirit of th@kb, Or as His counselor
has informed Him? **With whom did He consult and who gave Him
understanding? And who taught Him in the path of jpstice and taught Him
knowledge, And informed Him of the way of understading?

Reflected in all things: God’s decrees comprehend all events. Whateverdses
and permits is according to His plan. Divine foreWwledge necessitates this. Since
God knows the end from the beginning, nothing capplen that He did not know from
eternity past. Therefore nothing happens that @iodnot intend. Since God is
providentially controlling nature and history, Hgrposes and plans are perfectly and
exclusively fulfilled.

Psalm 139:16: Thine eyes have seen my unformed substancejrAfilly book
they were all written, The days that were ordainedfor me, When as yet
there was not one of them

Matthew 10:29-30: °Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And et one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. *°But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered.

Isaiah 22:10-11: '°Then you counted the houses of Jerusalem, And g t
down houses to fortify the wall**And you made a reservoir between the two
walls For the waters of the old pool. But you dmt depend on Him who made
it, Nor did you take into consideration Him who plannedit long aga

“Hodge, 540.
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Question #91: Explain in your own words how divine foreknowledgecessitates that God’s
decrees comprehend all the events of human history.

Immutable: God’s decrees are perfect and therefore canrarigeh This is to say
that whatever God has determined will come to passause He has also determined
the means by which they come to pass.

Jeremiah 4:28: For this the earth shall mourn, And the heavdrwe be dark,
Because | have spokdrhave purposed, And | will not change My mind, nor
will I turn from it .

Psalm 33:11: Thecounsel of the IORD stands forever, The plans of His heart
from generation to generation.

Question #92: What specific comfort do you derive from the fwt God’s decrees are perfect
and therefore cannot change?

Inclusive of the ends and the means:God’s decrees ordain all of the means by
which His purposes are established. Since God’lpgse is being carried out in an
infinitely complex world of causes and effects, lgigrposes include all of the causes
and effects necessary to accomplish them. Clelity/geternal plan includes all of the
means by which His ends are attainelhe Westminster Confession of Faith (On
Providencearticles 1, 2, 3) explains:
1. God, the great Creator of all things, doth ughdalirect dispose, and
govern all creatures, actions, and things, from dheatest even to the
least, by his most wise and holy providence, adngrdo his infallible
foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counisieiscown will, to the
praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justigepdness, and mercy.
2. Although in relation to the foreknowledge andme of God, the first
cause, all things come to pass immutably and ibfg/lyet, by the same
providence, he ordereth them to fall out accordmthe nature of second
causes, either necessarily, freely, or contingently
3. God, in his ordinary providence, maketh use efns, yet is free to
work without, above, and against them, at his pieas
Consider how even the free choices of people utgéimaccomplish the eternal purposes
of God. Scripture clearly affirms that the dearsiave make every day are part of God’s
means of fulfilling His decree.
Acts 4:27-28: ?For truly in this city there were gathered togethgainst Thy
holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, bothotieand Pontius Pilate,
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israt, do whatever Thy hand
and Thy purpose predestined to occur
Ephesians 3:8-12:*To me, the very least of all saints, this grace giaen, to
preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable richestufs€ *and to being to light
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what is the administration of the mystery which éges has been hidden in God,
who created all things%in order that the manifold wisdom of God might nba
made known through the church to the rulers andattirorities in the heavenly
places. *This was in accordance withe eternal purpose which He carried

out in Christ Jesus our Lord, *3in whom we have boldness and confident access
through faith in Him.

Question #93: After considering the infinite number of complexuses and effects involved in
the carrying out God’s purposes in this world, wré short prayer of praise extolling God’s
amazing providence.

Efficacious: God’s decrees will surely come to pass. Conshitmw predictive
prophecy has affirmed this time and again.
Daniel 11:36: Then the king will do as he pleases, and heexifllt and magnify
himself above every god, and will speak monstrdusgs against the God of
gods; and he will prosper until the indignationfiisished, for that which is
decreed will be done
Lamentations 3:37-38:3Who is there who speaks and it comes to pdskess
the Lord has commanded it? *Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
That both good and ill go forth?
Isaiah 25:1: O LORD, Thou art my God; | will exalt Thee, | will givéanks to
Thy name;For Thou hast worked wonders, Plans formed long agowith
perfect faithfulness
Consider how the decrees of God not only declagectrtainty of all of His promises but also
His threatenings. When God threatens the wickel dafstruction, He is not playing games. He
will make good on His threats if His warnings ace heeded.
Psalm 145:20: The LORD keeps all who love Him; Bu#ll the wicked, He will destroy.
Genesis 6:13:Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh t@se before Me; for the
earth is filled with violence because of them; dthold, | am about to destroy them
with the earth.”
Matthew 10:28: And do not fear those who kill the body, but anable to killthe soul;
but rathefear Him who is able to destroy both soul and bodin hell.

Likewise, when God promises to bless His own peadgke will surely do it. The promises of
God are as sure as the sun is bright! God’s fditleks in blessing His people, and their delight
in glorifying Him are in accord with God’s etermalirposes which He has purposed in Christ
Jesus.

Romans 8:28: And we know thaGod causes all things to work together for gootb

those who love Gogdto those who are called according to His purpose.

2 Corinthians 1:20: Foras many as may be the promises of God, in Him theyre

yes wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the gloryGad through us.

1 Peter 1:3-7: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JestistGliho according

to His great mercy has caused us to be born agato a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de&w, obtain an inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade awayreserved in heaven for you?who

are protected by the power of God through faith fora salvationready to be revealed
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in the last time. °In this you greatly rejoice, even though now folitde while, if
necessary, you have been distressed by various, fiilsat the proof of your faith,
being more precious than gold which is perishaglen though tested by fireay be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at tke revelation of Jesus Christ.

Question #94: Describe the confidence and security you havgour faith because God’s
decrees are efficacious.
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 3: God’s Purposes
Divine Sovereignty and Prayer

Many object to the idea of foreordination, arguthgt if all things are decreed or ordained from
the beginning there iso reason to praysince God’s decree cannot be changed. This atmect
cannot stand, however, because it misunderstamd$utidamental purpose of prayer. When
God commands us to pray, He is not giving us vewwegs over His decree. Rather, prayer is a
divinely-ordained means of communicating with Himdabringing His sovereign will to pass.
In this section, we will study God’s purpose foayer as it relates to His sovereignty by
considering the following points:

Prayer is fundamentally an acknowledgment of G&digereignty.

Prayer is a humble expression of our dependence.

Prayer changes the way we see things in time aacksp

Prayer is fundamentally an acknowledgment of God’sSovereignty: Prayer's primary
purpose is to honor and glorify God. Prayer funeatally recognizes God’s sovereignty,
acknowledges His power, and submits to His wiltayr, as it is defined and illustrated in the
Bible: (1) seeks to align human thought and will to God’srdivpurposes; an@) appeals to His
power and ability to meet legitimate needs andrdssi Consider, for example, the pattern of
prayer given by Jesus to His disciples:

Matthew 6:8-13: ®Therefore do not be like them; for your Father kasamhat you need, before

you ask Him. °Pray, then, in this way(1) “Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy

name. *°Thy kingdom comeThy will be done, On earth as it is in heaverf2) 'Give us this

day our daily bread. *?And forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtot#nd

do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us frewil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever.Amen.”

Question #95: List words and phrases in Jesus’ pattern of prayat reflect desire to align
human thought and will to God’s divine purposes:

Question #96: List words and phrases in Jesus’ pattern of prehae reflect appeals to God’s
power and ability to meet legitimate needs andrdssi

When we pray according to Jesus’ instructions, wendt tell God how to run His world.
Rather, we humbly acknowledge His Sovereignty, @mokeal to His Fatherly willingness to care
for us. When we pray for our needs to be mdtis not for the purpose of informing God of our
needs, because Scripture says He already knows (kiatthew 6:8). All we need to do is
acknowledge God’s ability to meet those needs. Gmek instruct us to bring our needs and
requests to Him in prayer (Philippians 4f6) our benefit When we identify our needs and
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seek His specific provision for them, we entrustselves to His perfect care and are blessed
with peace beyond all comprehension (v. 7) Furtloeeywhen we pray for someone to be
saved we acknowledge God’'s sovereign authority to sdwe granting repentance and
regeneration (spiritual life) to a sinner who isadan transgressions and sins. If we do not
believe this but rather believe that God has alredmhe everything needed for people to be
saved and is simply waiting for them to respondyjrg for God to save people is pointless.

Question #97: How does praying for God to meet our needs afffisisovereignty?

Prayer is a humble expression of our dependenan God: In prayer we humble ourselves
before God, acknowledging our complete dependepoa #lim. We do not dictate to God what
His Divine will ought to be. Rather, we seek tagalour thinking with His all-wise and
powerful, loving and good will. Shall we instru@bd about what is lacking in His wise plan?
Shall a worm crawling through the earth tell thenighty God how to govern His world?
Silliness!

Romans 11:34-36:**For who has known the mind of the Lomd,who has become His

counselor? *Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to Him

again? *For from Him and through Him and to Him are alhijs. To Him be the glory

forever. Amen
Prayer is rather a confession of our weakness, euemability to help ourselves. In prayer we
appeal to the Almighty for His gracious enableméie acknowledge that there is nothing in us
to merit God’s favor, but only sin and rebelliorattoffends His holiness and merits our utter
destruction. Humble prayer expresses submission to His Holy vailid utter dependence on
His gracious provisiornof our needs. The Scripture plainly declares Hesupplies our need.

Acts 17:24-25: *The God who made the world and all things in itcsi He is Lord of heaven

and earth, does not dwell in temples made with signokither is He served by human hands, as

though He needed anythirgince He Himself gives to all life and breath andlkithings;

Philippians 4:19: And my God shall supply all your needs accordingp His riches in

glory in Christ Jesus
Consider the prayers of tax gatherer and the RdennsLuke 18. Which was heard?

Luke 18:9-14: °And He also told this parable to certain ones wheted in themselves

that they were righteous, and viewed others wititempt: ‘*Two men went up into the

temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other-gatierer''The Pharisee stood and was

praying thus to himself, ‘God, | thank Thee thanh not like other people: swindlers,

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatheférfast twice a week; | pay tithes of all

that | get.’**But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance awayas even unwilling

to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating hiweast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to

me, the sinner! *| tell you, this man went down to his house justiéd rather than

the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humblbdt he who humbles

himself shall be exalted.”

James 4:10:Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lordand He will exalt you.
Scripture plainly declares that God hears and arsstie prayers of those who bow before the
sovereign authority of God seeking His loving anacgpus provision.

Question #98: In your own words, explain how each of the follogvpassages present prayer as
a humble expression of our dependence upon God.
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Romans 11:34-36

Acts 17:24-25

Philippians 4:19

Luke 8:9-14

James 4:10

Prayer changes the way we see things in time andase The|[Scripture plainly declares that
God responds to prayer and acts either to gragé¢y our requests.
James 4:2b:You do not havéecause you do not ask
John 14:13-14: *And whatever you ask in My name, that will | dq that the Father
may be glorified in the Son-If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do it.
Psalm 91:15: He will call upon Me, and | will answer him; | will be with him in
trouble; | will rescue him, and honor him.
Jeremiah 29:12: Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Meand | will
listen to you.
Jeremiah 33:3: Call to Me, and | will answer you, and | will tell you great and mighty
things, which you do not know.
2 Corinthians 12:8-9: ®Concerning thid entreated the Lord three timesthat it might
depart from me.’And He has said to me“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, thereforaill rather boast about my weaknesses,
that the power of Christ my dwell in me.
1 John 5:14-15: “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, #, if we
ask anything according to His will, He hears us **And if we know that He hears us
in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requisswhich we have asked from
Him.

Question #99: According to the above Scripture passages, int wiags does God respond to
our prayers?

Scripture also reveals that God makes conditior@ises based on the prayerful obedience of
His people to His commands and or warnings.
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2 Chronicles 7:13-14:13f | shut up the heavens so that there is no raiif, laaommand

the locust to devour the land, ibrl send pestilence among My peopf&and My people

who are called by My nameumble themselves and pray, and seek My face andrtu

from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, will forgive their sinnd will

heal their land.
This kind of interaction between God and mankinduos often in Scripture and has generated
many questions about how all things can be foreoedk Since both are expressly taught in
Scripture, there must be a way to reconcile thdie best solution is to understand that prayer
and free moral choices are a means by which Gawybiio pass His sovereign will. God has
ordained that our prayers and choices in time gades actually bring to pass elements of His
plan for the ages. Divine sovereignty and freeahagency work harmoniously on the pages of
Scripture. One clear example is the story of Jon@bnsider how God providentially directed
the sea and the weather in the context of Jonabk@bddience. The other men in the ship
realized this, prayed to God for deliverance, amdsaved by throwing Jonah into the sea. Jonah
was, by God’s design, swallowed by a fish and ptageGod for deliverance. God responded to
Jonah'’s prayer by causing the fish to spit him ofpary land.

Jonah 1:4, 14-2:1, 10:*And the LORD hurled a great wind on the seand there was a

great storm on the sea so that the ship was abdaretk up. . . **Then they called on

the LORD and said,We earnestly pray, O LORD, do not let us perishon account of

this man’s life and do not put innocent blood onfos Thou, O LORD, hast done as

Thou hast pleased.” **So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sewl the sea

stopped its raging '°Then the men feared the LORD greatly, and theyredffea

sacrifice to the brRD and made vows.’And the LORD appointed a great fish to

swallow Jonah and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish thrgs dad three nights.

#ThenJonah prayed to the LORD his God from the stomach of the fish, °Thenthe

LorD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah ujnto the dry land.
Scripture reveals to us what Jonah himself kneWat God was accomplishing His eternal plan
through the willing choices of people who were nigraccountable for their actions. In ways
unexplained to us, most likely because they aremprehensible to us, Gathusedthem to
makewilling choicesthat accomplished God’s purposes. The followiaggages also illustrate
this truth.

Genesis 25:21-34:?And Isaac prayed to theorD on behalf of his wife, because she

was barren; and thedrD answered him and Rebekah his wife conceivé®But the

children struggled together within her; and she,sdf it is so, why then am | this way?”

So she went to inquire of theoRD. ZAnd the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in

your womb; And two peoples shall be separated fyoar body; And one people shall be

stronger than the otheind the older shall serve the younger.”*"When her days to be

delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twinsher womb. ®Now the first came

forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and tmamed him Esau®And afterward his

brother came forth with his hand holding on to Esals heel,so his hame was called

Jacob; and Isaac was sixty years old when shelgetheto them. *When the boys grew

up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of thkl;fieut Jacob was a peaceful man,

living in tents. ?Now Isaac loved Esau, because he had a taste riwe;daut Rebecca

loved Jacob>And when Jacob had cooked stew, Esau came in frerfigld and he was

famished:*and Esau said to Jacob, “Please let me have acswaflthat red stuff there,

for | am famished.” Therefore his name was caliddm. *'But Jacob said, “First sell

me your birthright.” *2And Esau said, Behold, | am about to die; so oftwise then is

the birthright to me?"**And Jacob said, “First swear to m&b he swore to him, and

sold his birthright to Jacob. *Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; aradehe

and drank, and rose and went on his way. Thus &sspised his birthright.
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2 Chronicles 33:10-13: The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no
attention. Therefore the LORD brought the commanders of the army of the king of
Assyria against them and they captured Manasseh with hooks, boundwitmbronze
chains and took him to Babylon. When he was itrelis, he entreated therD his God
and humbled himself greatly before the God of htedrs. When he prayed to Him, He
was moved by his entreaty and heard his supplicatnp and brought him again to
Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that therRD was God.

Acts 2:22-23: ?Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus of Nethaa man attested to
you by God with miracles and wonders and signs widod performed through Him in
your midst, just as you vyourselves knowthis Man, delivered up by the
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you riked to a cross by the hands of
godless men and put Him to death

Acts 4:27-28: *'For truly in this city there were gathered togethgainst Thy holy
servant Jesusyhom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples tdrael, “to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose
predestined to occur.

Question #100: How do these examples from Jonah, Genesis, atsl Agdp you understand
how God can make conditional promises even though&$ foreordained everything that comes
to pass?

Scripture plainly declares that God’'s sovereignppees are accomplished as He interacts with
the prayers and legitimate choices of moral agebigsine sovereignty and human moral agency
exist side by side on the pages of Scripture. @Ghwbnderful mystery of God’s providential
outworking of His eternal purposes through the césiof millions of people everyday! How
evident it is that we should live our lives in humlacknowledgement of God’s sovereign
lordship by continually seeking understanding o$ Miill as we lay our requests before Him.
How our prayers should reflect our humble dependemrt His gracious love and our deep
gratitude for His desire to be our God and meetrm@ds. May our whole lives glorify Him in
thankfulness for His goodness and mercy!

Deuteronomy 4:39: Know therefore today, and take it to your heidwat the LORD, He

is God in heaven above and on the earth below; theiis no other

Question #101: Write a prayer thanking our sovereign God fordheat privilege of prayer._
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The Sovereignty of God
Part 4: In Salvation

God’s Sovereignty In Salvation
As we consider God’s sovereignty in regard to sadwawe will discuss both the nature of God
and the nature of man. Mankind has fallen into esmd stands in need of salvation. God’s
eternal purpose in Christ is to redeem His peommftheir sins. In this section, we will study
what the Bible says about the various issues imghn the accomplishment of human
redemption. First and foremost, we will see thad@s not only sovereign in creation and in
providence, but also in the application of redeonti

Matthew 1:21: And she will bear a Son; and you shall call Higne Jesus, for it ide

who will save His people from their sins

2 Timothy 1:8-11: ®Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony oLow, or of me

His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tki&spel according to the power of God

*who has saved us, and called us with a holy caltoeg according to our works, but

according to His own purpose and grac&vhich was granted us in Christ Jesus from all

eternity, out now has been revealed by the appearing of auioSChrist Jesus, who

abolished death, and brought life and immortalityight through the gospeffor which

| was appointed a preacher and an apostle andlaetea
To help us understand what the Bible has to saytahe doctrine of salvation, we will look first
at some of the controversy and false teaching sodiog it in church history.

The Doctrine of Salvation in Church History
The many and varied doctrinal controversies througtthe history of the Christian church
reflect the blatant war against God’s truth beirgged by the great enemy of the church, Satan
himself. Great battles are fought when false lees; knowingly or ignorantly, distort and
pervert scriptural truth.

2 Peter 2:1-3:'But false prophets also arose among the peopleaguiere will also be

false teachers among you, who will secretly introdte destructive heresieseven

denying the Master who bought them, bringing sakfstruction upon themselve$And

many will follow their sensuality, and because bém the way of the truth will be

maligned;®and in their greed they will exploit you with fals@rds; their judgment from

long ago is not idle, and their destruction is asieep.
False teachers take advantage of immature Chigstidro have little knowledge of the Bible.
The Bible describes those who are led astray lsgefidachers as “children” who “barely escape
from the ones who live in error.” Thus, Scriptwiearly instructs that Christians must take
responsibility fomot being led astray from the truth by false teacla@ false doctrines. We do
this by working hard at discerning scriptural trusle as to grow up in our salvation and in the
knowledge of God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 2:18-19 "®For speaking out arrogant words of varihey entice by fleshly

desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape ifiothe ones who live in error,

®promising them freedomwhile they themselves are slaves of corruptionpfowhat a

man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.

Ephesians 4:11-16:"'And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophdtspme as

evangelists, ansome as pastors and teacher&for the equipping of the saints for the

work of service, to the building up of the body ofChrist; “until we all attain to the

unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the SonGifd, to a mature man, to the measure

of the stature which belongs to the fulness of €hri‘As a resultwe are no longer to
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be children, tossed here and there by waves, andrdad about by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness indeceitful scheming “*but speaking
the truth in lovewe are to grow up in all aspects into Himwho is the head, even
Christ, *from whom the whole body, being fitted and heldetibg@r by that which every
joint supplies,according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of itself inlove.

We dare not simply ignore the controversies stiupdoy false teachers as we study Scripture.
As we examine the biblical teaching regarding dawa we must identify the major issues
involved and raised in false teachings and cleamiyerstand and refute them with biblical truth.

Question #102: According to 2 Peter 2:1-3, 18-19, what tactiodalse teachers typically use to
lead professing Christians astray?

Question #103: Knowing how false teachers operate and takingpeart the admonition in
Ephesians 4:14-16, what steps must we take to dedemselves against the wiles of false
teachers?

Pelagius and Augustine
One of the first major controversies regardingdbetrine of salvation was introduced by a man
namedPelagius Pelagius was an ascetic monk born in Englar8bhA.D. He later became a
popular teacher in the church at Rome. Pelagissti@author of the followinfalse teachings
concerning the doctrine of salvation:
Mankind is not hampered by original sin, i.e., hmnmainds, wills, and emotions
were not corrupted by the Fall.
Mankind hashatural ability to obey God’'s commands, i.e.:
humanity is not in bondage to sin;
we can attain Heaven by good works (salvation walsaw or Gospel)
Divine grace is not necessary for salvation.
Sinless perfection can be attained.
God'’s choice of which sinners would be saved wasthan His foreknowledge of
their response to the Gospel (the prescient viepvedestination).
Christians can lose their salvation.

The chief antagonist of these Pelagian doctrines wasigustine, the Bishop of Hippo.
Augustine taught that Adam’s fall into sin corruptdhe nature of all his progeny. Thus, all
people are born sinners and continue to live indage to sin (being dead in transgressions and
sin), unless and until they are regenerated by $&daliVine grace, which is necessary for
salvation. Augustine taught that salvation waallptGod’s work and that He was thus due the
glory for it. The chart below pictures the contdastween the two teachings.

12



Heritage Christian Fellowship
Albuquerque, NM

The Sovereignty of God
Pastor Shaan Sloan

Doctrine Pelagianism Augustiainism
Original Sin Denied Affirmed
Natural Will Ability to obey perfectly Inability

Grace Not Necessary Absolutely necessary

Sinless Perfection

Can be attained

Cannot be attained

Salvation Secure?

No

Yes

Goes to man

Goes to God

Glory

Many in the early church held to the doctrinal egstof Pelagianism. But close scrutiny by
many official church councils led to its officiabedemnation by th€ouncils of Carthagein

416 and 418. These Councils were assembled tessagbe validity of the teachings of
Caelestius, a disciple of Pelagius. After duelshtion, they denounced the Pelagian doctrines
of human nature, original sin, grace, and perfdittiband fully approved the contrary views of
Augustine. Likewisethe second Council of Orangé&?29 A.D.), in upholding Augustine’s view
of the inability of the natural will, repudiatedettsemi-Pelagian doctrine that the human race,
though fallen and possessed of a sinful naturstjlis’/good enough” to lay hold of the grace of
God through an act of unredeemed human will. Ratégm, as a structured heretical
movement, ceased to exist after the 6th centumyfoftlinately, its essential ideas have generated
disputes and controversies throughout the histbtiggoChurch and even today.

Question #104: In your own words, briefly describe the basididigion between the teaching
of Pelagius and the teaching of Augustine.

Luther and Erasmus

The German Reformer Martin Luther had a profourfdcafon the Church. His efforts, along
with those of Calvin, Zwingli, and others, spawrtled Protestant Reformation. The main issue at
stake in Luther's mind was salvation by grace altieugh faith alone in Christ alone.
However, he dealt with many other doctrinal issdesng his ministry, bringing much needed
reform to almost every area of theology. Luthesadreed sharply with a Roman Catholic
teacher by the name of Erasmus about the doctfiesuman nature and freewill. On
September 1, 1524, Erasmus published his tre@isethe Freedom of the Will. Luther
responded in December of 1525, withe Bondage of the WillLuther defended the position
defined byAugustinian theology which had been the official position o€ tbhurch for some
1000 years. This position had been recognizedadiimned at the second Council of Orange
(A.D. 529) as the clear teaching of the Bible. adgbnus took asemi-Pelagianposition,
maintaining that man is morally able to respondh® gospel without the necessity of divine
grace.
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Erasmus Luther

Semi-Pelagian Augustinian
ras Monergistic

il & 5@%% Gog | Salvation is wholly the work of the Holy Spiri n

cc:?uVZrlaD:-lelSD?:iizngr:ceeana; tnl-l;earlju?rnnan -:D.-ill regeneration. Mankind possesses no inclination

fwk n:-lther L sal-.-atim ARPRE toward the Gospel in his natural state and needs

: il Divine Grace to be enabled 1o believe.

Discussions of human freewill focus on the bassuée of man’s nature and the nature of saving
grace. Scripture clearly teaches that in our fiaiate we desire autonomy, i.e., to be subject or
accountable to no one but ourselves. Scripture elsarly teaches that God tise supreme
authority to whom weare subject and accountable. Therefore, the follovgjngstions typically
arise:

Is man’s will totally free, or is it somehow limden his ability to make free choices?
Was man created morally able to do good and ewil,leow was this affected by the Fall?
Can man respond to the Gospel on his own withoat rieed for divine grace or
enablement?

What role does freewill play in predestination?

Once people are saved or regenerated, are theyoatibegood and evil?

The chart below shows various aspects of this dEon about man’s nature and its freedom in
different states.

State of man in history Morally Able to do Inclined by Nature to
GOOD EVIL GOOD EVIL
Created yes yes no no
Fallen no yes no yes
Redeemed yes yes yes no
Glorified yes no yes no

The controversy over this doctrine still rages orthie Church. Since the issues involved are
inherent in the arguments between Calvinism andidenism, we will deal with them in the
biblical analysis which follows.

Question #105: In your own words, distinguish between Semi-Pelaigim and Augustinian-
ism.

Question #106: What significant questions are addressed by ttvasechools of thought?
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Question #107: Why, in your judgment, are these questions inga#t

Calvin and Arminius:

As did Luther, the French Reformer John Calvin @3664) had a massive impact on the
Church. His ministry was based in Geneva, Swiéret] during the f%century. Hidnstitutes

of the Christian Religiomemains one of the foremost theological works iarch history. In
1559 he founded the Geneva Academy, a Bible sowbah emphasized the principle séla
scriptura(sole reliance on the authority of Scripture.) rafocused on God as the center of all
reality and centered all teaching in the natureGofl. He is recognized as the father of the
Reformed Faith and has had a major influence irdéwelopment of Protestant Christianity.

The founder of the theological system known as Aramism was Jacob Arminius (1560-1609).
He studied under the strict Calvinist theologiameddore Beza, at Geneva and became a
professor of theology at the University of Leyden the Netherlands in 1603. Arminius
gradually came to reject certain Calvinist teachiagd attracted some followers. Controversy
resulted and spread throughout Holland, where @ahg in the Reformed Church held the
overwhelming majority. Forty-six Arminian ministesigned a dissenting creed, formulated in
Five Articles labeled “Remonstrance,” and laid thbefore the state authorities of Holland in
1610. The Calvinists responded with a Counter-Restrance; however, the official Calvinistic
response came from the Synod of Dort after conisigeghe Five Articles from November 13,
1618 to May 9, 1619. The eighty-four members aigtiteen secular commissioners released
their decision in what has come to be knowiTlas Canons of Dort This document is still part
of the official confession of the Reformed Churech America and the Christian Reformed
Church. The Canons of Dort affirm the Five Powit€alvinism in response to the Five Articles
of the Arminian Remonstrants. Thus, the so-calléde Points were not independenly
formulated by Calvinists as a summary of CalvinisRather, they emerged in response to the
Five Articles presented by the Arminians in opgositto the teaching of Calvin. The chart
below shows the Five Points displayed in the hélaéwsonymTULIP, which identifies the main
doctrines of salvation that relate to God’s sov@rajrace.

The Five Points of Calvinism
The Five Responses io the Remonstrance ai Dort

T

Taotal
Depravity

U

Unconditional
Electian

L

Limitad
Atonament

Irresistibla
Grace

P

Prerassrance
of the Salnts

Question #108: What started the controversy between the Armingartsthe Calvinists?

Question #109: What happened at the Synod of Dort and what iasesulting creed that was

published?
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Calvin, Arminius, or the Bible?
Who was Calvin? Who was Arminius? They were sinfplijble men who served the church as
teachers. God has blessed the church with faiteAghers who help us clarify and understand
doctrinal issues, but no teacher’s word alone aanristed as the final authority. It is vitally
important that we uphold God’'s self-revelation e tBible as our sole final authority in
understanding scriptural truth. We must also @ffour reliance upon the Holy Spirit for true
spiritual discernment. God’s Word is truth and Bigirit illuminates our minds and hearts to
know it rightly.

1 Corinthians 1:12-13: **Now | mean this, that each one of you is sayingarti of

Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and 6f Christ.” Has Christ been

divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he?Or were you baptized in the name of

Paul?

1 Corinthians 2:10-13: *°For to us God revealed them through the Spirit for the

Spirit searches all things, even the depths of Gb&or who among men knows the

thoughts of a man except the spirit of the mangctviis in him? Even so the thoughts of

God no one knows except the Spirit of God*Now we have received, not the spirit

of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely

given to us by God,“which things we also speak, not in words taughthibynan

wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combgnipiritual thoughts with spiritual

words.
Confusion often arises when people use the ternadvitdst” and “Arminian” as labels without
clear understanding of the terms and the doctrasales at stake. Such confusion hinders fruitful
discussion of biblical doctrine and does not fostederstanding of God’s Holy Word. The
issues being discussed when these terms are usddidebe controversial and emotionally
charged. As students of Scripture, we need tstresir natural inclination to get defensive and
argumentative whildelping one anothegrow in grace and knowledge of God’s truth. Mo¢h
the animosity in discussions like these springsnfimpleignorance of Holy Scripture We
enter into heated debates armed with our own opsnénd prejudices but without having looked
closely atall of the relevant Bible references, in their catt, to gain a clear understanding of
the issues at hand. When this happens, we argliboattempting to grasp supernatural realities
with natural faculties. The resulting discussian keated argument!) becomes nothing more
than a human appraisal of wisdom and truth, whgtaifar cry from divine revelation of
heavenly light. The Scripture plainly declarestthach matters can only be grasped only by
spiritual discernment, not by mere human powergason and logic.

1 Corinthians 2:11-14: *For who among men knows the thoughts of a man éxhep

spirit of the man, which is in him? Even s thoughts of God no one knows except

the Spirit of God. “Now we have received, not the spirit of the wobldt the Spirit

who is from Godthat we might know the things freely given to us byGod, *which

things we also speak, not in wordaight by human wisdom, but in those taught by

the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. **But a natural man

does not accept the things of the Spirit of God;they are foolishness to him, ahd

cannot understand them, because they are spirituallappraised
Let us, therefore, rely wholly on God’s Word ands Kipirit for insight into these high and holy
things. Anyone who has looked deeply into the dioetof salvation knows the humbling
difficulty of working to grasp what Scripture teash about the deep mysteries of God’s
sovereign grace.
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Question #110:Describe the way God has blessed the church witfdl teachers.

Question #111: According to the passages quoted above from intBaans, upon whom must
we ultimately rely for accurate understanding otiGdNord?

Question #112: Read Acts 17:11. How does this verse help ydanga appreciation of
faithful teachers with not relying on them too m@ch

Question #113: How can we best avoid unhelpful heated debatestatifficult biblical issues
and instead work together to better understancappty God’s truth?

The importance of the issue: What is at stake?
The Calvinist/Arminian controversy has arisen savémes over the course of church history.
Each time intense debate has increasingly clarififed relevant issues in the light of Holy
Scripture. Church counsels of Bible scholars hasen convened for the purpose of affirming
confessions of orthodoxy and pronouncing judgmegtEnst heretics. These issues are serious
because the truth of Scripture is at stake. Wet guard God’s revelation in His Word against
the schemes of Satan and the false teachers wlowyirkgly or unknowingly, pervert the
teaching of Scripture wittestructive heresie§senesis 3:1-4; 2 Peter 2:1). Scripture exhorts us
to “contend earnestly for the faith"against those who seek to distort the truth.

Jude 3-4: *Beloved, while | was making every effort to writewyabout our common

salvation, | felt the necessity to write to you eglng thatyou contend earnestly for

the faith which was once for all delivered to the sairfor certain persons have crept

in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out fos ttindemnation,

ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God intdicentiousness and deny our

only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 1:13-14: **Retain the standard of sound wordsvhich you have heard from

me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jestf§uard, through the Holy Spirit

who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entsted to us.
Preserving right understanding of the doctrinesad¥ation is of grave importance. The heresies
that continue to plague the Church target the Vesrt of the Gospel itself. They are not
theological or Christological(about God or Christ’s nature) errors, materiological (about
salvation) distortions. As such, they misreprestiet work of Christ and how it impacts
humanity. Tragically, a large segment of the modenurch responds with indifference to those
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who urge clarification and preservation of biblitalth regarding salvation. Many Christians
simply shrug off the need to discuss the doctrofegace with reasons like these:
Too controversial: It is not worth arguing about; better to keep teage.
Requires too much study: It takes too much time and hard thinking to
understand.
Beyond our grasp: This is one of God’s deep mysteries that wannot
understand.
Offensiveness of sovereign prerogativeAffirming God’s sovereign rights over
His created beings threatens human autonomy.

Question #114: In the light of Jude 3-4 and 2 Timothy 1:13-1dspond to the reasons given
above that shrug off the need to discuss the sesrof grace.

Suchindifferencereflects a severe lack of honor and respect towaod and His Holy Word.
Consider, if God deems these matters of such irapoetthat He speaks volumes about them in
Holy Writ, surely it is incumbent upon us hear, understand, and heetthem. Failure to do so
reflects a lack of love for the Word of God, whishGod's revelation of Himself to us. Dear
reader, what has plagued our hearts so severdiy#hao not earnestly desire to lay hold of
God’s awesome and wonderful Word which He has eelyrgiven us? Should His truth not be
the great delight of our hearts? Consider the warytighe Psalmist as he describes his
relationship to God through Scripture.

Psalm 119:97-104: °0 how | love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day. **Thy

commandments make me wiser than my enemies, Fgratieeever mine’’l have more insight

than all my teachers, For Thy testimonies are mylitaton.'® understand more than the

aged, Because | have observed Thy preceptS’i have restrained my feet from every evil way,

That | may keep Thy word*®¥ have not turned aside from Thine ordinané&s, Thou Thyself

hast taught me '®How sweet are Thy words to my taste! Yes, sweet#tan honey to my

mouth! **From Thy precepts | get understanding Therefore | hate every false way.
If God’s Holy Word is not worth contending for, thevhat is? If we must diligently study and
examine the Word to grasp some of its truths, gutelt is nothing less than a divine privilege!
Let us therefore give ourselves wholly to the task,studying the Bible can be hard work.
Shouldn’'t we expect God’s Word to challenge us a&s siudy it? Is Scripture not divine
revelation requiring the Spirit’s illumination taagp? Have we forgotten that God’s thoughts
and ways are higher than ours and that human powfergason and logic alone cannot
comprehend them? When we examine Holy Scripturetiag@ encounter a sovereign God who
has made everything (including ourselves) for Hig @urpose and likens us to clay in the hands
of a potter, should we not willingly surrender tastshaping of us into vessels suited to His
purpose? Or shall we protest against the King eduén that He has no right over us because
we want to be free to do our own will? Shall theyargue with the potter about its purpose for
existing? Learn to submit to sovereign authoritg 40 acquiesce to God’s will. Paul answers
these questions in Romans 9.

Romans 9:19-21: **You will say to me then, “Why does He still findulé? For who

resists His will?” ?On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answeec& ba God?

The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why dd you make me like this,” will
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it? 2'Or does not the potter have a right over the clayto make from the same lump
one vessel for honorable use, and another for comrae?
The Enemy loves to convince us that the greatrohest in the Bible are unclear and confusing
so that we will not work hard at discerning Godfsthh. With regard to the doctrines of
salvation, he is wrong, however. The issues thiemseareso clearthat we must either accept
or reject them. We cannot take a stand somewheteimiddle. Consider:
Total Depravity: People aresither able to understand and believe the gospel
apart from God'’s enabling grace they are not.
Unconditional Election: God either elects people to salvation conditionatly
unconditionally.
Eternal Security: Christians carither lose their salvatioor they cannot.
The issues themselves are clear. The difficultygtudying these issues i®t understanding
them; it is accepting them. We want so much tanbeharge of our lives and in control of our
destinies that we recoil from such blatant affinoia$ of God’s absolute sovereignty.

Question #115: Take a few moments to ponder Psalm 119:97-10MdRs 9:19-21, Jude 3-4,
and 2 Timothy 1:13-14. Then write a brief prayenfessing any reluctance you have to contend
earnestly for the truth of God’s Word and askingh'Ho help you overcome that reluctance.

Calvinism and Arminianism Defined

When we examine the tenets of Calvinism and Armisia side by side, the issues at stake in
the debate are revealed as vitally important. @hgoing debate that began with Calvin and
Arminius addresses much more than how people getdsalt also concerns the nature of man,
the concept of grace, the character of the chuteh,necessity of sanctification, the hope of
glorification, and the absoluteness of God’s sagety — to name just a few. God has revealed
volumes of truth about these matters in Scriptabjously they are important to Him! For that

reason alone, we should pay careful attention tatwte has said. The chart below will help us
clarify the issues being debated by the Remonsti@rminians) and the Calvinists at the Synod
of Dort in 1619 before we begin our examinatiomvbfat the Bible teaches about these issues.
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Arminianism

Calvinism

Semi-Pelagian

Augustinian

Synergistic

the human will work together for salation to happen.

Salvation is accomplished as man and God cooperate. Divine Grace and

Monergistic

Salvation is wholly the work of the Holy Spint in regeneration. Mankind
possessas no inclination toward the Gospel in his natural state and

neads Divineg Grace 1o be enabled to believe,

Free Will or Human Abifity
Although human nature was seriously affected by the fall,
man has not been left in a state of total spirital

helplessness, God graciously enables every sinner to repent
and believe, but He does not interfere with man's freedom.

Each sinner possesses a free will, and his eternal destiny
depends on how he uses it. Man's freedom consists of his
ability to choose good over evil in spiritual martters; his will

is not enslaved to his sinful nature,

T

Total
Depravity

Toral Inability or Total Depravity
Because of the fall, man is unable of himself to savingly
helieve the gospel. The sinner is dead, blind, and deaf to
the things of God; his heart is deceitful and desperately
corrupt. His will is not free, it is in bondage to his evil
nature, therefore, he will not--indeed he cannot--choose
good over evil in the spiritual realm.

Conditional Efeciion
God's choice of certain individuals unto salvation before
the foundation of the world was based upon His foreseeing
that they would respond to His call. He selected only those
whom He knew would of themselves freely believe the
gospel. Election therefore was determined by or
conditioned upon what man would do. The faith which God
foresaw and upon which He based His choice was not
given to the sinner by God (it was not created by the
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit) but resulted solely
from man's will,

U

Uncenditional
Elaction

Unconditional Election

(iod's choice of certain individuals unto salvation before

the foundation of the world rested solely in His own
sovereign will. His choice of particular sinners was not

based on any foreseen response or obedience on their
part, such as faith, repentance, etc. On the contrary, God
gives faith and repentance to each individual whom He
selected, These acts are the result, not the cause of God's

choice, Election therefore was not determined by or
conditioned upon any virtuous quality or act foreseen in

mar.

LUniversal Redemprion or General Afonement
Christ's redeeming work made it possible for everyone 1o
be saved but did not actually secure the salvation ol
anyone, Although Christ died for all men and for every
mai, only those who believe on Him are saved, His death
enabled God to pardon sinners on the condition that they
believe, but it did not actually put away anyone's sins.

L

Limited
Atonement

Limited Atenement or Particular Redemption
Christ's redeeming work was intended to save the elect
only and actually secured salvation for them. His death
was a substitutionary endurance of the penalty of sin in

the place of certain specified sinners,

The Hely Spirit Can be Effectually Resisted
The Spirit calls inwardly all those who are called ourwardly
by the gospel invitation; He does all that He can to bring
every sinner to salvation. But inasmuch as man is free, he
can successfully resist the Spirit's call. The Spirit cannot
regenerate the sinner until he believes; faith {which is man's
contribution) precedes and makes possible the new birth.
Thus, man's free will limits the Spirit in the application of
Christ's saving work.

Irresiatible
Grace

Irresistible Grace or Effectual Calling
In addition to the cutward general call to salvation which
15 made to everyone who hears the gospel, the Holy Sparit
extends to the elect a special inward call that inevitably
brings them to salvation. The external call (which 1s made
to all without distinction) can be, and often is, rejected;
whereas the internal call (which 15 made only to the elect)
cannot be rejected; it always results in conversion. By
means of this special call the Spirit irresistibly draws
sinners to Christ.

Falling from Grace
Those who believe and are truly saved can lose their
salvation by failing to keep up their faith, ete. All
Arminians have not been agreed on this point; some have
held that believers are eternally secure in Christ--that once
a sinner is regenerated, he can never be lost,

P

Perseverance
aftha Salnts

Perseverance of the Saints
All who are chosen by God, redeemed by Christ, and
given faith by the Spirit are eternally saved. They are kept
in faith by the power of Almighty God and thus persevere
to the end.
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The Sovereignty of God
Part 4: In Salvation
Human Inability

As we examine these matters in the Bible, we wdlé welevant biblical terms as much as
possible. The Bible is very clear about definitegterms. When we u$gblical terms and their
biblical definitions, we have God’s true Word ore thubjects we’re studying. It helps us avoid
man made labels that confuse the issues and rtedeferms with biblical words that come out of
the biblical context which hold their truest meanin

TULIP is not the best: In seeking to use biblical terms to describe #sai¢ at hand, we quickly
discover that the acronynTULIP, is inadequate. The following terms describe muoure
accurately what the Bible teaches about the Fivet®ander discussion.

Natural Ability or Natural Inability

Prescierft’ Election or Sovereign Election

Universal Redemption or Particular Redemption/bitdi Atonement

Human Resistance or Effectual Calling

Falling from Grace or Eternal Security
The chart below clarifies these contrasting terms.

Five Important Biblical Doctrines Related to Predestination in Salvation

Semi-Pelagian Augustinian
Synergistic Monergistic
Salvation is wholly the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration.
Salvation is accomplished as man and God cooperate. Divine Mankind possesses no inclination toward the Gospel in his natural
Grace and the human will work together for salvation to happen. state and needs Divine Grace to be enabled to believe.
Man is naturally able to understand and Natural Natural Man is naturally unable to
believe the Gospel apart from Divine . re understand and believe the Gospel
enablement. Ability Inability apart from Divine enablement.
The condition for salvation is faith Prescient Sovereign The condition for salvation is the
which man exercises of his own ability. . . Sovereign electing will of God
God chooses those who choose Him. Election Election alone.
Christ's redeeming work made it . . . P
rossue orcvemona o svedbu, | Universal | Particular | Chritddin ot securothe |
did not actually secure the salvation of i i
i u yany:ne' vati Redemption | Redemption and definitely.
Man’s will is free and he can Human Effectual The calling of God to the elect does
successfully resist the Spirit's call. Resistance Ca||ing effect salvation infallibly.
Because faith is the necessary Falling from Eternal The nature of saving faith is eternal

condition for Salvation, it can be lost

when man discontinues his faith. Grace Secu r|ty and cannot be reversed.

% having foreknowledge or foresight
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Question #116: Carefully consider the two immediately precedoh@rts. Then explain in your
own words why the terms wused in the chart immeljiateabove are
preferable.

Let us now look to the Bible for divine insight trese issues.

What Does the Bible Say About Human Inability?

The Bible clearly affirmsthere is no one who does good, not even orffsalm 14:3). Jesus
said,“No one is good except God alonéMark 10:18). We know from observation that peopl
persistently sin against God from earliest childhdlbrough old age. And the Word of God
confirms this observation again and again. Psdlrh Says people are steeped in sin from birth.
Romans 3:23 and 5:12 affirm that human beings @ir thatural state are sinners who fall far
short of God’s required standard. Humanity fetbisin and darkness when Adam and Eve ate
the forbidden fruit and transgressed God's cleanmmandment (Original Sin). Their rebellion
corrupted their entire being, body and soul (mind], emotions); and this corruption was
passed to all their descendants (Romans 5:12)ulfiiment of God’s Word, Adam and Eve
died, both spiritually and physically (the agingogess began). Unfettered communion was
broken between man and God; we no lomypgurally understand the things of God nor do we
desire to do so. Humanity is accurately describeScripture asdead in . . . trespasses and
sins” and in need of new life (Ephesians 2:1-5, Colasi2ri 3). The biblical truth is, mankind
neither pleases God nor seeks after God. In outural state, we do not possess the ability to
savingly understand the things of God (that is tkpiritual matters of the kingdom of God
relating to man’s need to be saved and God’s primrido save Him).

Natural Human Inability
What Does the Bible Say?

Dead in trespasses and sins — Eph 2:3, Col 2:13

Hostile to God — Rom 8:7

Cannot submit to God’s Law — Rom 8:7

Cannot Please God — Rom 8:8

Cannot understand the things of God - 1 Cor 2:14, Rom 3:11
Cannot accept the Holy Spirit — John 14:17

Cannot see the Kingdom of God — John 3:3

Cannot hear the Words of Christ — John 8:43

Cannot see the Light of the Gospel (Blinded minds) — 2 Cor 4:4
Thinks the Gospel foolishness — 1 Cor 1:18

Does not seek for God — Rom 3:11

Does not fear God — Rom 3:18

Heart is deceitful and desperately wicked — Jer 17:9
Without God given faith our deeds are sinful - Rom 14:23
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Question #117: Examine the chart above very closely. Read ¢ferenced Scriptures and pay
close attention to the biblical words used to dbscthe condition of unredeemed people. Then
write aconcisedescription of natural human inability to respaadsod in saving faith.

Unable to see, hear, or understand
The Bible speaks of humanity’s fallen nature byngsivords likecannot. It is not that wewill
not but that wecannot understand the Gospel without the work of divimacg. The| Bible
plainly declares thaftallen humanity has a natural inability to see, heaor understand, the
things of God. Jesus makes it clear that mankind hagvaBiLITY TO _SEE the Kingdom apart
from regeneration.

John 3:3: Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truBgy to youunless one is born

again, he cannot see the kingdom of Gad
The Apostle Paul affirms the same truth.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4: *And even ifour gospel is veiled it is veiled to those who are

perishing, “in whose case the god of this world hhinded the minds of the

unbelieving, that they might natsee the light of the gospel of the glory of Christwvho

is the image of God.
By saying “our gospel is veiled . . . to those wdn@ perishing,” the Bible affirms that the
unsaved areinable to seehe gospel. Veils distort or obstruct our visiand keep us from
seeing clearly. This evil work of veiling the ges$js attributed to Satan (the god of this world):
“. .. the god of this world has blinded the miraighe unbelieving, that they might not see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” Thegpel is veiled to unbelievers because Satan has
blinded theirminds. Blinding the mind is a biblical idiom describing arability to understand.
The“light of the gospel of the glory of Christlis incomprehensible to unbelievers because they
cannot grasp who He is and why they need Him. #fjpam God’s enabling grace, the beautiful
treasure of Christ, and all that He is and the r@gdetruths about Him, are not seen and
understood in their heart and mind.

Likewise, in the passage below, Jesus makes it thaa fallen humanity has aRABILITY TO
HEAR God’s Word.

John 8:43: Why do you not understand what | am saying? ltésaiseyou cannot

hear My word.
Jesus saidyou cannot hear My word,”to ungodly Pharisees who claimed that Jesus’ s&ne
of Himself was not true (John 8:13). He affirmédttthey could not understand the truth of His
words because they were not of God but of thelvefatthe devil (v. 44). The wortannot”
speaks of their inability. TheYdo not understand because theycannot hear.” And they
“cannot hear” because they are not of God, but of the devilis Tha consistent theme in the
teaching of Jesus. In the following passage, His tdis disciples that the reason they
understand “the mysteries of the kingdom of heawamd others do not is that they have been
given understanding by God whereas others have not.

Matthew 13:10-13: '°And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do $peak to

them in parables?™'And He answered and said to theip“you it has been granted

to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, buto them it has not been
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granted. 2For whoever has, to him shall more be given, anshiafl have an abundance;
but whoever does not have, even what he has sh&iken away from him**Therefore

| speak to them in parabldsecause while seeing they do not see, and while tieg
they do not hear, nor do they understand

In the passage below, Paul also affirms that umm@eel people cannot understand the things of
God because they have l@ABILITY TO _UNDERSTAND.

1 Corinthians 2:14: But anatural man does not accept the things of the Spiriof God; for

they are foolishness to him, arm cannot understand them because they are spiritually

appraised.
Paul, writing inspired Scripture, explains thatriatural man does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him.’hel“natural man” Paul refers to is a person who
is unredeemed and does not have the Holy Spiiitdiwithin him (this is in contrast to the
spiritual man who has the Spirit, after regeneratio-12, v-16). Such a person does not
understand spiritual truth. All thoughts of Godh, $eing saved, and reconciliation with God
seem foolish to him so he will not accept nor ustierd that they are true. His thinking is so
corrupted, “hecannotunderstand” God'’s truth. The wofdannot” speaks of man’s ability, not
his willingness, although because heimgble to understand he is therefore also unwilling,tas i
states, hédoes not accept.”Spiritual truth must béspiritually appraised.” The natural man
“does not accept’spiritual truth because he has no natural abibtyunderstand” spiritual
things. This is because he does not have thetgivien at regeneration) by which he can
“appraise” spiritual things. Only those indwelt by God’s $ipiran“appraise” spiritual things.

Question #118: Explain in your own words th&ignificance of the Bible’s teaching that fallen
peoplecannotaccept the Gospel by an act of their own will.other words, what does this clear

biblical teaching reveal about the desperate stateredeemed people?

Mankind is in rebellion against God and enslaved t@in
The|Bible plainly declares that mankind is natyrail a state of rebellion against God.

Romans 3:9-12, 18: "What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; ier have

already charged that both Jews and Greeks araadirisin;'%s it is written, There is

none righteous, not even one'There is none who understandsThere is none who

seeks for God *?All have turned aside, together they have beconedess;There is

none who does good, There is not even one .**There is no fear of God before their

eyes’
Here Paul describes mankind in relation to God. er&harenone righteous, none who
understand, andone who seek for God All have turned aside. There am@ne who do good,
andnonewho fear God. We know these are not generalmtates about most people, because
Paul twice uses the phra%sot even one.” In doing so, he emphasizes tineiversality of
mankind’s rebellion against God’s sovereign autiyptiis doing of good before God, and his
seeking and understanding of God.

Later in Romans, Paul affirms the thoroughness afkind’s bent toward evil. He affirms that
unregenerate people have neither desire nor atolisgbmit to God. Their minds are set on the
flesh and they are by nature hostile toward God.
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Romans 8:5-8: °For those who are according to the flesh set their mirsdon the

things of the flesh,but those who are according to the Spirit, theghiof the Spirit.

®For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind s®n the Spirit is life and

peace, ‘because the mind set on the flesh is hostile towa@od; for it does not

subject itself to the law of God, for it is not evee able to do soand those who are in

the flesh cannot please God.
Paul says the natural state of all men is “accgrtinthe flesh” and that they naturally “set their
minds on the things of the flesh.” Given man’sfdimature, it makes sense that “the mind set
on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does sobject itself to the law of God, for it is not
even able to do so.” People who livethe flesh are ruled by their sinful nature. Their fallen
minds are“hostile toward God.” They do not‘subject” themselves “to the Law of God”
because they afmot even able to do so.”"Note well that Paul is describimgability here, not
unwillingness. He is not saying they simplgn’t desireto obey God; he is saying thegnnot
obey God—and thdhe reasonthey cannot obey God is that they er¢he flesh

The Bible consistently declares that mankincemslaved to _sin God declares through the
prophet Jeremiah that the fallen human “heart isendeceitful than all else and is desperately
sick” (17:9). In other words, unredeemed peop&baund to sinand naturally prone to evil
becausethey are in the fleshiThe following passages reveal that unredeemed peapk not
free to obey God.Rather they are ifbondage to sin”and thusunableto obey God with right
motives. Man’s will is not free to obey God, but rather in bondage to sin.

John 8:34: Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to yexgryone who commits sin

is the slave of sirf.

Romans 6:5-7: °For if we have become united with Him in the likesef His death,

certainly we shall be also in the likeness of Haiswrection,ﬁknowing this, that our old

self was crucified with Himthat our body of sin might be done away with, thatve

should no longer be slaves to sififor he who has died is freed from sin.

Romans 7:14: For we know that the Law is spiritual; but | arhfesh, sold into

bondage to sin.

Titus 3:3-7: 3For we also once were foolish ourselvéispbedient, deceivedenslaved

to various lusts and pleasuresspending our life in malice and envy, hatefukirfigaone

another. “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hi ltor mankind appeared,

®He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we kiame in righteousness, but

according to His mercyyy the washing of regeneration and renewing by théloly

Spirit, *whom He poured out upon us richly through JesussCbur Savior,that being

justified by His grace we might be made heirs adicgy to the hope of eternal life.
This idea is further clarified in passages thatesta one who is unregenerate (and therefore a
slave of sin) does good (by God’'s standardDnly those who have been cleansed by the
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit aieleto please God in any sense.

Romans 3:12: All have turned aside, together they have becoretess;There is none

who does good, There is not even one

Isaiah 64:6: For all of us have become like one who is ungléard all our righteous

deeds are like a filthy garment And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniqgigs, like

the wind, take us away.

Romans 14:23: . . and whatever is not from faith is sin
The Bible clearly affirms that the natural persapart from the regeneration of the Holy Spirit
(being born again), abides in a state of sin abeéllien in relation to God and is therefdog
nature, an object of God’s wrath.
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Ephesians 2:3: Among them we too all formerly lived in the lustsonr flesh, indulging
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, amde by nature children of wrath, even as
the rest.

Consider the following chart in light of the bildictruths we have just studied.

Semi-Pelagian Augustinian
Man is naturally able to understand and Natural Natural Man is naturally unable to
believe the Gospel apart from Divine re . understand and believe the Gospel
enablement. Ability Inability apart from Divine enablement.

Question #119: Does Scripture support the idea that man is ‘afijuable” to understand and
believe the Gospel apart from divine enablement? List specific statements from
Scripture to support your answer.

The fact is that divine enablement given by Godacg isnecessaryto understand and believe
the Gospel. This divine enablement is caltedeneration We will discuss regeneration at
length below.

The following statements reflect the biblical basfishe Augustinian view of Salvation.

Westminster Confession of Faith - Of Free Will

3. Man, by his Fall into a state of sin, hath vijhdbst all ability of will to any spiritual good
accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, katogether averse from that good, and dead in
sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convertdelf, or to prepare himself thereunto.

Synod of Dort - ARTICLE 3

Therefore all men are conceived in sin, and arediyre children of wrath, incapable of saving
good, prone to evil , dead in sin, and in bondédgeeto; and without the regenerating grace of
the Holy Spirit, they are neither able nor willitggreturn to God, to reform the depravity of their
nature, or to dispose themselves to reformation

Not sick, but dead
The Bible plainly declares that unredeemed sinasgsthoroughly corrupt in their whole being.
It describes unredeemed humanity as not good, ariabdo good, hating God’s truth, drinking
in sin like water, defiled in both conscience anddnand unable to please God or submit to the
law of God.

Romans 7:18: For | knowthat nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my fles; for the

wishing is present in me, but the doing of the gisaabt.

Isaiah 64:6: For all of us have become like one who is ungléard all our righteous

deeds are like a filthy garment;And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniqwes, like

the wind, take us away.

Job 15:14-16: "What is man, that he should be pure, Or he whoiis bf a woman, that

he should be righteous?Behold, He puts no trust in His holy ones, Andtieavens are

not pure in His sight:®How much less one who is detestable and corrupt, Mawho

drinks iniquity like water!
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John 3:19-20: *And this is the judgment, that the light is commithe world, andnen
loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil*For everyone
who does evil hates the lightand does not come to the light, lest his deedsldhbe
exposed.

Titus 1:15: To the pure, all things are pure; but tttose who are defiled and
unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled
Romans 8:6-8: °For the mind set on the flesh is death, but thedrsit on the Spirit is
life and peace’becausehe mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; fdt does not
subject itself to the law of God, for it is not evee able to do soand those who are in
the flesh cannot please Gad

Question #120: Based on the verses referenced above, writeed draracter sketch of a fallen
sinner.

Sin has thoroughly corrupted the nature of mankilichas not simply inflicted serious wounds;
it has killed our ability to respond to God. The&élB plainly declares that, apart from a divine
working of new life, we arelead in transgressions and sir@d wholly insensitive to spiritual
things.

Colossians 2:13-14: *And whenyou were dead in your transgressionsand the

uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alivedibgpr with Him, having forgiven us

all our transgression$ihaving canceled out the certificate of debt comgisof decrees

against us and which was hostile to us; and Hedlas it out of the way, having nailed

it to the cross.

Ephesians 2:1-2: *And you were dead in your trespasses and sin§n which you

formerly walked according to the course of this Mpaccording to the prince of the

power of the air, of the spirit that is now workiimgthe sons of disobedience.
All Christian believersvere dead in trespasses and simsfore God gave them new life. The
Lord Jesus Himself frequently refers to unbelievass “dead” and in desperate need of
regeneration. Without regeneration one can see the kingdom of Gasd come to faith in
Jesus Christ (John 3:3-6, 6:65). The just consempie Adam'’s original sin was the spiritual
death of all his descendants (Romans 5:12-19).hédhan beings are physically bapiritually
deadand thus livan bondage to trespass and sinin that condition, they are unable to hear,
understand, and respond to the things of God as&kiHgdom (1 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 8:5-
8). The Bible speaks clearly and definitively oantan depravity, i.e., natural inability to
respond rightly to God.

Romans 5:12-19:**Therefore, just as througine man sin entered into the world, and

death through sin, and so death spread to all mermecause all sinned—.*’For if by

the transgression of the one, death reigned througthe one,much more those who

receive the abundance of grace and the gift otemlsness will reign in life through the

One, Jesus Christ. %S0 then asthrough one transgression there resulted

condemnation to all men even so through one act of righeousness thendteds

justification of life to all men. **For asthrough one man’s disobedience the many

were made sinnerseven so through the obedience of the One the médhype made

righteous.

John 5:21-24: ?'For just as the Father raises the dead and giess life, even sdhe

Son also gives life to whom He wishe€For not even the Father judges anyone, but He
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has given all judgment to the Sdfin order that all may honor the Son, even as they

honor the Father. He who does not honor the Ses dot honor the Father who sent

Him. **Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My wordgdabelieves Him who sent Me,

has eternal life, and does not come into judgnimrithas passed out of death into life

Matthew 8:22: But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me; aatlow the dead to bury their

own dead”

Luke 15:22-24, 32:%*But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly bringt the best robe

and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand aamidkes on his feet’and bring the

fattened calf, kill it, and us eat and be me?ﬁor this son of mine was dead, and has

come to life again he was lost and has been found.” And they begdmetmerry. . . .

$2Byt we had to be merry and rejoice, fitiis brother of yours was dead and has

begun to live and was lost and has been found.”

1 John 3:14: We know that we haveassed out of death into lifebecause we love the

brethren. He who does not love abides in death.
Consider how well this image of physical death esponds to our sinful state apart from
regeneration by the Holy Spirit. Dead people carsee, hear, move, talk, think, understand, or
respond to any kind of stimulus in any way. Theywaholly unresponsive and unable to change.

John 11:43-44: **And when He had said these thingg cried out with a loud voice,

“Lazarus, come forth.” “He who had died came forth bound hand and foot with

wrappings; and his face was wrapped around witloth.cJesus said to them, “Unbind

him, and let him go.”

Romans 5:6: For while we were still helplessat the right time Christ died for the

ungodly.

Jeremiah 13:23: Can the Ethiopian change his skin Or the leopard Isi spots?Then

you also can do good Who are accustomed to doiihg ev
Consider the statement bdlbert Barnes concerning man’s dead conditionA “corpse is
insensible. It sees not, and hears not, and feets The sound of music, and the voice of
friendship and of alarm, do not arouse it. Thee@nd the lily breath forth their fragrance
around it, but the corpse perceives it not. Theldves busy and active around it, but it is
unconscious of it all. It sees no beauty in thedkcape; hears not the voice of a friend; looks
not upon the glorious sun and stars; and is unaéig@dy the running stream and the rolling
ocean. So with the sinner in regard to the spaiitand eternal world, he sees no beauty in
religion; he hears not the call of God; he is ueatkd by the dying love of the Saviour; and he
has no interest in eternal realities. In all thelse feels no more concern, and sees no more
beauty, than a dead man does in the world around Such is, in fact, the condition of a sinful
world. There is, indeed, life and energy and nmtid@ here are vast plans and projects, and the
world is intensely active. But, in regard to rebgi all is dead. The sinner sees no beauty there;
and no human power can arouse him to act for Gog,raore than human power can rouse the
sleeping dead, or open the sightless eye-ballfheright of day. The same power is needed in
the conversion of a sinner which is needed in ngisihe dead; and one and the other alike
demonstrate the omnipotence of him who can d®’it.”

Question #121: In your own words, describe the meaning and apnseces of being dead in
trespasses and sins.

25 (from Barnes' Notes on Eph 2:1, Electronic Datal@2s@yright © 1997, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesoft.)n
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Plainly stated, mankind is dead and in need of hawv Correcting our sinful state requires
resurrection from the dead, something only God dan The|Bible plainly declares that
salvation is thenonergisticwork of God?® by which He infuses spiritual life into the spiaily
dead. The theological term for this is regeneratio

Ephesians 2:4-6: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His gteaé¢ with which

He loved us’evenwhen we were dead in our transgressionspade us alive together

with Christ (by grace you have been savedhd raised us up with Him, and seated us

with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

John 5:21: Forjust as the Father raises the dead and gives thelifel, even so the Son

also gives life to whom He wishes
Note how the Bible attributes salvatiarolly to the work of Gody affirming the inability of
fallen sinners to come to Christ apart from divgnace. Note well from these verses that no one
can be saved apart from God’s saving workegfeneration

John 6:44, 65: “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who seneMraws him

and | will raise him up on the last day. .*And He was saying, “For this reason | have

said to youthat no one can come to Me, unless it has been gtad him from the

Father.”

Matthew 19:23-26:%°And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly | say taiyi is hard for a

rich man to enter the kingdom of heaveffAnd again | say to yout is easier for a

camel to go through the eye of a needle, than forrch man to enter the kingdom of

God.” “*And when the disciples heard this, they were vestpriished and said, “Then

who can be saved?“°’And looking upon them Jesus said to theljth men this is

impossible, but with God all things are possiblé.

Titus 3:4-7: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hiseléer mankind

appeared,SHe saved us,not on the basis of deeds which we have done in

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the ashing of regeneration and

renewing by the Holy Spirit, “whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesuss€hr

our Savior,’that being justified by His grace we might be mhe#s according to the

hope of eternal life.
Note also how the Bible attributes salvatiwholly to the work of Godby affirming God’s
divine enablement to beraonergisticwork.

Deuteronomy 30:6: Moreoverthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of

your descendants, to love therD your God with all your heart and with all your soml order

that you may live.

Ezekiel 36:26-27:**Moreover,| will give you a new heart and put a new spirit wihin

you; and| will remove the heart of stone from your flesh ad give you a heart of

flesh. 2’And | will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,

and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

1 Peter 1:3: *Blessed bé¢he God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who according

to His great mercyhas caused us to be born agaito a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Matthew 11:27: All things have been handed over to Me by My Fatherand no one

knows the Son, except the Fatheor does anyone know the Father, except the Son,

and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him

John 3:27: John answered and saidy fnan can receive nothing, unless it has been

given him from heaven’.

% Monergismholds that the “grace of God is the only efficieatise in beginning and effecting conversion.is It
the opposite o$ynergismwhich affirms “the doctrine of divine and humasoperation in conversion."The
Evangelical Dictionary of SalvatigiWalter A. Elwell, editor. 729, 1063)
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Question #122: In your own words, describe what the Bible teachieout: (1) man’s inability;
(2) God’s monergistic work of conversion.
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 4. In Salvation
Regeneration

What does the Bible say?

The wordregeneration as used in Scripture, refers to new creatione fidot of the word is
generateor genesis which means “beginning” or “to create”; the pxefe means “again.” Paul
speaks of regeneration when he writes to the Gdmnisin Corinth:

2 Corinthians 5:17: Therefore if any man is in Chridig is a new creature the old

things passed away; behotgw things have come
Those who have been born again by the Holy Spieihaw creationsof God. They have been
recreatedby the supernatural creative power of God. Pafiinad that the effective change
agent of saving faith is not human work, but theative power of God.

Galatians 6:15: For neither is circumcision anything, nor unciratision, but anew creation
Salvation is undeniablgupernatural It is God’s work; it transcends all human abéi#j and it
blesses mankind with innumerable benefits. Lehosw consider the followinglefinition of
regeneratiorn

A sovereign act of God, performed by the Holy Spin which the sinner is given

the capacities needed to understand, believe, atel the Kingdom of God by

God given faith and is granted eternal life. Hes/Imind and will aredivinely

enabledto comprehend sin and righteousness and judgnkéather spirit is

resurrected from its natural dead state, restocmmmunion with God who is

Spirit. It is a fundamental change in the natdreankind having the very nature

and eternal life of God implanted into the humanl sat this time the Holy Spirit

enters into the being of mankind performing thasmgformation eternally.

Question #123: From the definition above, list a few phrases stigk out to you.

Question #124: If you are a Christian, what clear evidence gfereeration do you see in your
own life?

The nature of regeneration is clearly revealecheBible. As we survey the following biblical
texts, consider how they all point to the supemrsdtand sovereign work of God in salvation.

Regenerationis theact of God
1 Peter 1:3: °Blessed be th&od and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who according
to His great mercyhas caused us to be born agaito a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
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1 Peter 1:22-23: *Since you have in obedience to the truth purifiedrysouls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love onether from the heartfor you have
been born againnot of seed which is perishable but imperishatiiat is,through the
living and abiding word of God.

James 1:18:In the exercise of His will He brought us forth bythe word of truth, so
that we might be, as it were, the first fruits amadtis creatures.

Ezekiel 11:19-20:*°And | shall give them one heart, and shalbut a new spirit within
them. And| shall take the heart of stone out of their flestand give them a heart of
flesh, *%that they may walk in My statutes and keep My aadies, and do them. Then
they will be My people, and | shall be their God.

Question #125: In your own words and based on the above passdgesribe the way God acts
to regenerate sinners.

Regenerationchanges thenind and will:
Ezekiel 36:26-27:**Moreover | will give you a new heart and put a new spiritwithin
you; and | will remove the heart of stone from yowesth and give you a heart of flesh.
“’And | will put My Spirit within you and causeyou to walk in My statutes andyou
will be careful to observeMly ordinances.
1 John 3:9: No one who is born of Godpracticessin, because His seed abides in him;
andhe cannot sin, because he is born of G&d.
1 John 5:18-20: *®We know thano one who is born of God sinsbut He who was born
of God keeps him and the evil one does not toush APWe know that we are of God,
and the whole world lies in the power of the evieo “°And we know that the Son of
God has come, araas given us understanding, in order that we mighknow Him
who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son JeshgsE This is the true God
and eternal life.
1 John 5:4: Forwhatever is born of God overcomes the worldand this is the victory
that has overcome the world—our faith.
1 Corinthians 2:12-16: *Now we have received, not the spirit of the wobdt the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God
Y¥which things we also speak, not in words taughtisyian wisdom, but in thosaught
by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual word®ut a natural man does
not accept the things of the Spirit of God; tbey are foolishness to him, and he
cannot understand them because they are spiritually appraisetfBut he who is
spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself ppraised by no man.!*For who has
known the mind of the Lord, that he should instrdon? But we have the mind of
Christ.

Question #126:From the above passages, list several examplekeaif evidence (substantial
enough to hold up in court!) that a sinner has begenerated.

27 Note that John is discussing teactice of sinin 1 John 3:9 and 5:18, i.e., sin as characterigtone’s life style.
He is not saying that Christians do not sin at all.
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Regeneration quickens dead spirits witbternal life and creates a new self in thieeness of

God:
Colossians 2:13-14: **And whenyou were dead in your transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive tagther with Him, having forgiven
us all our transgression&having canceled out the certificate of debt comsisof
decrees against us and which was hostile to usHartths taken it out of the way, having
nailed it to the cross.
Ephesians 2:4-10:*But God, being rich in mercy, because of His gteat with which
he loved us’even when we were dead in our transgressions, mads alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been savedfandraised us up with Him, and seated
us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Je§nsorder that in the ages to come He
might show the surpassing riches of His grace maéss toward us in Christ JesfiBor
by grace you have been saved through faititt that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; °not as a result of works, that no one should boasfFor we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 4:20-24: ?°But you did not learn Christ in this wa$/if indeed you have
heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as tisiin Jesus?that, in reference to
your former manner of life, yolay aside the old self which is being corrupted in
accordance with the lusts of decéfiand that yoube renewed in the spirit of your
mind, **and put on the new self, whichin the likeness of God has been created in
righteousness andoliness of the truth.
John 5:24: Truly, truly, | say to you, he whibears My word, and believes Him who
sent Me, has eternal lifeand does not come into judgment, but has passedf adeath
into life.
John 6:39-40: *°And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that ofl #hat He has given
Me | lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day “*For this is the will of My Father,
that everyone who beholds the Son and believesnm khay have eternal life; and |
Myself will raise him up on the last day

Question #127: From the above passages, explaonv regeneration creates a new self in the
likeness of God.

Question #128: From the above passages, describe specific wawhich the new self differs
from the old self.

Regeneration is the very essence of salvatiorf.itdeis thesaving actof salvation, performed
by God, whereby salvation is applied to the eladime and space. It is the point in time when
the called of God are supernaturally transformedby. The Bible actually describes salvation
as“the washing of regeneration.”

Titus 3:4-7: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hiseléer mankind

appeared‘r,’He saved usnot on the basis of deeds which we have donglmeousness,

but according to His merchy the washing of regeneration and renewing by theloly
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Spirit, ‘whom He poured out upon us richly through JesussChur Savior, that being

justified by His grace we might be made heirs adicgy to the hope of eternal life.
For this very reason Jesus stressed the facsitia@rs must be born agaito enter the kingdom
of God. The|Bible plainly declares that no cege or entethe kingdom of God apart from the
supernatural creative power of God in regeneration.

John 3:3-7: 3Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly,yl ®ayou,unless one is

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of Gdd. “Nicodemus said to Him, “How can

a man be born when he is old? He cannot entec@deime into his mother's womb

and be born, can he?Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to yonJess one is born of

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingom of God. °That which is born

of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born af ®pirit is spirit. ‘Do not marvel that |

said to you, You must be born again™
Here Jesus Christ, God Himself in the flesh, reveal Nicodemus the exclusiveness of the
kingdom of God. He saysnlessone is born again, heannot see the kingdom of GodThe
word “cannot” speaks of human inability, not mere unwillingnegsllen sinners anenable to
see the kingdom of God until and unless they erpeg the supernatural creative power of God
in the new birth. Those who are dead in trespaasdssins have no ability to see, hear or
understand the Gospel (1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 2infoans 4:3-4; John 8:42-47; Matthew
13:10-13; Romans 3:9-12,18, 6:16, 7:14). Only theke have been regenerated abée to see,
hear and understand who God is, their great neesbfoation because of sin and long to repent
of it, and that Christ is the divine provision tancel sin and its terrible consequence of death.
These are thenly oneswho are able to enter the kingdom of God. Jesoghasized the
necessity of the new birt salvation by affirming three times, “Yauustbe born again” (John
3:3,5,7).

Question #129: Read each of the Scripture passages listed ienffa@ses in the above
paragraph. Based on these passages, explain moyouwords explainvhy regeneration is
necessaryor salvation.

The analogy of birth and new life
Consider the analogy of birth which Jesus usesopleehave no more choice in their natural
birth than they do in their spiritual birth. Weddiot choose to become physically alive through
the process of physical birth; we were born asréselt of the decisions and actions of others.
The same is true of our spiritual birth. We weggrnbagain byGod’s sovereign decision and
action. This took place before we had any capdoisee, hear, or understand the Gospel; it took
place when we werdead in sin Our ability to believe the Gospel and receivei§itas Savior
was granted to us by the sovereign choice and guing power of God.

John 1:12-13: *But as many as received Him, to théfe gavethe right to become

children of God, even to those who believe in Hisne,"who were born not of blood,

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

John 6:44: No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sénié draws him; and |

will raise him up on the last day.

Romans 9:16: So then idoes not depend on the man who willsr the man who runs,

but on God who has mercy.
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Matthew 11:27: All things have been handed over to Me by My Esgtland no one

knows the Son, except the Fatheor does anyone know the Father, except the Son,

and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him
Just as Lazarus had no ability to raise himselinftbe dead, neither was he able to resist the
powerful call of Jesus Christ, God in the fleshbeoresurrected (John 11:43-44). Similarly, the
nation of Israel will be corporately raised from #piritual death and brought into the glorious
kingdom of God in the day of their restoration.

John 11:43-44: **And when He had said these thingg cried out with a loud voice,

“Lazarus, come forth.” “He who had died came forth,bound hand and foot with

wrappings; and his face was wrapped around witloth.c Jesus said to them, “Unbind

him, and let him go.”

Ezekiel 37:11-14:Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones ara/tiole house

of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dripdand our hope has perish&de are

completely cut off! **Therefore prophesy, and say to them, ‘Thus say4 e Gop,

“Behold, | will open your graves and cause you to come uput of your graves, My

people and | will bring you into the land of Israef’Then you will know that | am the

LoORD, when | have opened your graves and caused yoanie up out of your graves,

My people. *And | will put My Spirit within you, and you will c ome to life, and |

will place you on your own land. Then you will kmdhat I, the IOoRD, have spoken and

done it,” declares the @RD.”
Do babies resist being born? Do the dead resesfrée gift of life? Do they even have the
ability to do so? Of course not! No one resikts iegenerating work of God because the work
itself overcomes any possible resistance. Whdarfdluman nature is regenerated, people are
given both: 1) clear understanding of their gnee¢d for salvation; and 2) deep desire to be
saved by God’s power and free grace.

Luke 18:13-14: **But the tax-gatherer, standing some distance away,even unwilling

to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beatingohésmst, saying'God be merciful to me,

the sinner!” * tell you, this man went down to his house justifd rather than the

other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be bled, but he who humbles himself

shall be exalted.

Acts 2:37-39: *’Now when they heard thithey were pierced to the heart, and said to

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, whaghall we do?” **And Peter said to

them, “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name s@is)I€hrist for the

forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive gife of the Holy Spirit. *For the

promise is for you and your children, and for alonare far offas many as the Lord

our God shall call to Himself.

Acts 10:43-45: **Of Him all the prophets bear witness that throttjs nameeveryone

who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sifis “While Peter was still speaking

these wordsthe Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listemg to the message

“SAnd all the circumcised believers who had come Wiglter were amazed, because the

gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upoa Gentiles also.

Acts 13:48: And when the Gentiles heard this, they beganaieg and glorifying the

word of the Lord; anéis many as had been appointed to eternal life belied.

2 Corinthians 7:9-10: °I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowfult thatyou

were made sorrowful to the point of repentance for you were made sorrowful

according to the will of God in order that you might not suffer loss in angiththrough

us. *°For the sorrow that is according to the will of God praluces a repentance

without regret, leading to salvation but the sorrow of the world produces death.

Question #130: According to the above passages, what is the nagesssult of regeneration?
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Question #131: How does understanding the regenerating powegad encourage you to
actively evangelize those who are lost?

Regeneration is an invisible work that becomes inelasingly evident over time
Regeneration occurs at the exact moment in timenvthe secret power of God implants new
life in a person who is spiritually dead. At tilmbment the person is born again (regenerated).
Regeneration is an instantaneous event that predesédent growth in Christlikeness
(sanctification). However, it is not always pos$sito pinpoint the precise moment regeneration
occurred. This should not trouble us as long earatvidence of regeneration is present.
John 3:8: The wind blows where it wishes agpdu hear the sound of it, but do not know
where it comes from and where it is goingso is everyone who is born of the Spirit.
Wayne Grudem explains in chapter 34 of hiystematic Theology
Exactly what happens in regeneration is mystertouss. We know that somehow
we who were spiritually dead@ph. 2:1) have been made alive to God and in a
very real sense we have been “born again” (John, :3Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13).
But we don’t understand how this happens or what#y God does to us to give
us this new spiritual life. . . .

Because regeneration is a work of God within ugimch he gives us new life
it is right to conclude that it is an instantanecesent. It happens only once. At
one moment we are spiritually dead, and then atnge moment we have new
spiritual life from God. Nevertheless, we do navajs know exactly when this
instantaneous change occurs. Especially for chiidgeowing up in a Christian
home, or for people who attend an evangelical chuoc Bible study over a
period of time and grow gradually in their undensténg of the gospel, there may
not be a dramatic crisis with a radical change dahbvior from “hardened
sinner” to “holy saint,” but there will be an instdaneous change nonetheless,
when God through the Holy Spirit, in an unseenisible way, awakens spiritual
life within. The change will become evident overetiin patterns of behavior and
desires that are pleasing to God.

In other cases (in fact, probably most cases whiiltse become Christians)
regeneration takes place at a clearly recognizatiee at which the person
realizes that previously he or she was separatethfGod and spiritually dead,
but immediately afterward there was clearly newriggl life within. The results
can usually be seen at once—a heartfelt trustingChrist for salvation, an
assurance of sins forgiven, a desire to read th#eBand pray (and a sense that
these are meaningful spiritual activities), a dalign worship, a desire for
Christian fellowship, a sincere desire to be obatli®e God's Word in Scripture,
and a desire to tell others about Christ. Peopleyrsay something like this: “I
don’'t know exactly what happened, but before thatmemt | did not trust in
Christ for salvation. | was still wondering and @gtiening in my mind. But after
that moment | realized that | did trust in Christdahe was my Savior. Something
happened in my heart.” Yet even in these caseseved quite sure exactly what
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has happened in our hearts. It is just as Jesud wéh respect to the wind—we
hear its sound and we see the result, but we caaxtotlly see the wind itself. So
it is with the working of the Holy Spirit in our dus.?®

Question #132: How can we know whether someone has been redgeddra God?

Regeneration precedes faith
The Bible clearly teaches that regeneratwecededaith in Christ, even though many people
mistakenly believe just the oppositérudem goes on to explain:
The idea that regeneration comes before saving faihot always understood

by evangelicals today. Sometimes people will eagnsemething like, “If you

believe in Christ as your Savior, then (after yalidve) you will be born again.”

But Scripture itself never says anything like thBEhis new birth is viewed by

Scripture as something that God does within ugdeioto enable us to believe.

The reason that evangelicals often think that regation comes after saving

faith is that they see the results (love for God his Word, and turning from sin)

after people come to faith, and they think thateregyation must therefore have

come after saving faith. Yet here we must decidéherbasis of what Scripture

tells us, because regeneration itself is not somgthve see or know about

directly?®
It seemed as if we heard the Gospel and then leelibecause we were unaware that only those
who have been born again will believe. Belief@suls Christ requires God’s gift of faith and the
Holy Spirit's work of regeneration. The new biithnot something we do, but something God
does. We discover this great truth after we examoly Scripture and understand the process
of salvation. Jesus made this very clear:

John 6:63-65: ®®“It is the Spirit who gives life the flesh profits nothing; the words that

| have spoken to you are spirit and are liféBut there are some of you who do not

believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning wheyttwvere who did not believe, and

who it was that would betray Hinf>And He was saying,For this reason | have said

to you, that no one can come to Me, unless it hasdn granted him from the

Father.”
Here Jesus explains tHaome of you do not believelecausé no one can come to Me, unless
it has been granted him from the Fathér The [Bible also plainly declares that those who
believe do so because of God’s enablement.

Matthew 13:11: And He answered and said to theo‘you it has been granted to know the

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them has not been granted

Philippians 1:29-30: **For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, notmly to

believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sak&experiencing the same conflict which

you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

% \Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldiine (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan,
1994), 701-2.

2 Grudem, 703
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Acts 16:14: And a certain woman named Lydia, from the cityTbfyatira, a seller of
purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listeniagd the Lord opened her heart to
respond to the things spoken by Paul

Question #133: In your own words, explain what the Bible teaclad®ut the relationship
between the new birth and believing in Jesus Chsgdtord and Savior.
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 4: In Salvation
Sovereign Election

What does the Bible say?
The [Bible plainly declares that God chooses wha el saved. The wordlection refers to
God’s determination, before He created the worfdwloo will be saved. This truth is taught
throughout the Bible.
Deuteronomy 7:6-8:°For you are a holy people to theikb your God;the LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possenout of all the peoples who
are on the face of the eartiThe LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any of thplegdor you were the fewest of all
peoples’but becauséhe LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your
forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemedfyam the
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh kinggyfpt.
Psalm 33:11-12:*'The counsel of the @rD stands forever, The plans of His heart from
generation to generation*’Blessed is the nation whose God is therb, The people
whom He has chosen for His own inheritance
Isaiah 65:9: And | will bring forth offspring from Jacob, And dreir of My mountains
from Judahfven My chosen ones shall inherit it, And my servas shall dwell there.
John 15:16: You did not choose Me, but | chose you, and appoiet you, that you
should go and bear fruit,and that your fruit should remain, that whateveun psk of the
Father in My name, He may give to you.
Ephesians 1:3-6: *Blessed by the God and Father of our Lord JesussiClwho has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevkealy places in Christjustas He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless
before Him. In loveHe predestined us to adoption as sons through Jes@rist to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His wifto the praise of the glory of His
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Balove
Titus 1:1-2: *Paul, a bond-servant of God, and an apostle osJebtist for the faith of
those chosen of God@nd the knowledge of the truth which is accordimgodliness?in
the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot ligpromised long ages agdbut at
the proper time manifested even His word, in the proclamation with which asv
entrusted according to the commandment of God awio§ “to Titus, my true child in a
common faith: Grace and peace from God the FatheChrist Jesus our Savior.
2 Timothy 2:10: For this reason | endure all thinfm the sake of those who are
chosen that they also may obtain the salvation whicimi€hrist Jesus and with it eternal
glory.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: But we should always give thanks to God for ybtethren
beloved by the Lord,because God has chosen you from the beginning faalgation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith e ttruth.
1 Peter 1:1-2: 'Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those whderes aliens, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, atig/idia, who are choserfaccording
to the foreknowledge of God the Fatherby the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you
may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with Hisdildlay grace and peace be yours in
fullest measure.
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Matthew 11:27: All things have been handed over to Me by My Egtland no one
knows the Son, except the Fatheor does anyone know the Father, except the Son,
and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him
Election is closely related tgredestination,another concept clearly presented in the Bible.
Predestinationrefers to the fact that God has determined thdardest His chosen people from
before the beginning of time.
Acts 13:48: And when the Gentiles heard this, they beganaieg and glorifying the
word of the Lord; anés many as had been appointed to eternal life belied.
Romans 8:28-30:*°And we know that God causes all things to work thegefor good to
those who love God, to those ware called according to His purpose?®For whom He
foreknew, He also predestinedo become conformed to the image of His Son, ltreat
might be the first-born among many brethréfand whom He predestined, these He
also called; and whom He called, these He also jifg¢gd; and whom He justified,
these He also glorified
Romans 9:22-24:*3What if God, although willing to demonstrate Hisatir and to make
His power known, endured with much patience vessfelgrath prepared for destruction?
#And He did so in order that He might make knownribbes of His glory upon vessels
of mercy,which He prepared beforehand for glory,**even us, whom He also called
not from among Jews only, but also from among Gesnti
1 Corinthians 2:6-9: ®Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are maausesdom,
however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of thig, who are passing awaput we
speak God’'s wisdom in a mysterythe hidden wisdonwhich God predestined before
the ages to our glory °the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age Unagerstood;
for if they had understood it. they would not havecified the Lord of glory’but just as
it is written, “Things which eye has not seen aadles not, And which have not entered
the heart of manll that God has prepared for those who love Hini
Ephesians 1:12: 'also we have obtained an inheritanbaying been predestined
according to His purpose who works all things aftetthe counsel of His wil| *%4o the
end that we who were the first to hope in Christudtt be to the praise of His glory.

Question #134: Carefully read the preceding Scripture passagBsen in your own words,
distinguish between the terms “election” and “psttation.”

Election andpredestinationare clearly biblical doctrines. This fact is rgrdisputed; however,
much controversy arises over questions such as:
Who does God choose?
Why does He choose them?
Does He base these choices on some foreseen faithoof people or on His own free
and sovereign purpose?
These questions and more are addressed below.

Election is unconditional

When we say election inconditional, we mean that God'’s election of sinners to satvais
not determined by anything in the sinner thmritssalvation, or any condition that needs to be
met in the sinner that moves God to choose thenariptB8re never speaks of election as
something we deserve or earn. Rather it affirnags @od’s choice of us was motivated by His

100



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

free sovereign grace Salvation bygrace alonecannot be merited by any human work or
condition.

The word grace is typically defined asmerited favor describing the nature of salvation as
God's freely bestowed gift. An even better defonitmight befavor against merit emphasizing
the fact that although sinners have in fact mergecarned damnation, God has given them
salvation instead.

Titus 3:4-7: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hiseléer mankind

appeared,”’He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we badone in

righteousness, but according to His mercyby the washing of regeneration and

renewing by the Holy Spirifwhom He poured out upon us richly through Jesuss€hr

our Savior,that being justified by His gracewe might be made heirs according to the

hope of eternal life.

2 Timothy 1:8-11: *Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony oLowm, or of me

His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tigespel according to the power of God,

*who has saved us, and called us with a holy calleg according to our works, but

according to His own purpose and gracevhich was granted us in Christ Jesus from all

eternity, “but now has been revealed by the appearing of auioSChrist Jesus, who

abolished death, and brought life and immortalityight through the gospeffor which

| was appointed a preacher and an apostle andlagtea

Ephesians 2:4-5:*But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which

He loved us’evenwhen we were dead in our transgressionsnade us alive together

with Christ(by grace you have been saved)

If grace could be merited, it woultb longer be gracédecause God would owe us salvation.
Romans 11:5-6:°In the same way then, there has also come to the giresent time a
remnantaccording to God’s gracious choice ’But if it is by grace, it is no longer on
the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer ace.

Even the faith we exercised to believétle gift of God.” Scripture specifically says it faot

of ourselves.”

Ephesians 2:8-9: ®For by grace you have been saved through faith; anthat not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God’not as a result of works that no one should boast.

Scripture speaks in this way as to exalt God’s &me@ sovereign choice in the matter so that we

glorify Him for His “freely bestowed"grace and so that we do ribbast” or somehow take

credit for the fact that we have been saved. Naticke passage in Ephesians below the

Scripture plainly says thédHe predestines us...according to’..

to the kind intention oHis will
to the praise of the glory éfis grace

it is freely bestowed

Ephesians 1:3-6: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesusstCiuho has
blessed us with every spiritual blessingn the heavenly places in Chrisfjust asHe
chose us in Him before the foundation of the worldthat we should be holy and
blameless before Him. In lovitle predestined usto adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ to Himself,according to the kind intention of His will, ®to the praise of the
glory of His grace,which He freely bestowed on ug the Beloved.

Question #135: In your own words, define unconditional election.
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Question #136: Why isfavor against merita fuller description of grace thammerited
favor?

Question #137: List words and phrases from Ephesians 1:3-6dhgthasize God's free
and sovereign choice of sinners for salvation.

Question #138 According to Ephesians 1:6, for what purpose dded save sinners?__

Those God has redeemed cannot take any credhidordalvation or boast in anything they have
done to earn it. Thie Bible plainly declares thansrs contribute nothing to merit their salvation.
It is wholly and completely God'’s free gift givewy blis own free and sovereign grace.
1 Corinthians 1:26-31: *For consider your calling brethren, that there were not many
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, nansnnoble?’but God has choserihe
foolish things of the world to shame the wise, @wdl has choserthe weak things of the
world to shame the things which are stroffgnd the base things of the world and the
despisedGod has chosenthe things that are not, that He might nullifg tthings that
are,”that no man should boast before God.**But by His doing you are in Christ
Jesus who became to us wisdom from God, and righteas@aad sanctification, and
redemption?'that, just as it is written L'et him who boasts, boast in the Lord’
Romans 5:15-16- ** But the free gift is not like the transgression For if by the
transgression of the one the many dimdich more did the grace of God and the gift
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abouna the many *° And the gift is not
like that which came through the one who sinnedpfothe one hand the judgment arose
from one transgression resulting in condemnatian,dn the other hanthe free gift
arose from many transgressions resulting in justitation. NASB
Romans 6:23 *° For the wages of sin is death, b free gift of God is eternal lifein
Christ Jesus our Lord. NASB
The |Bible plainly declares that sinners are chdeesalvationnot on the basis of their wijlbut
by the free mercy of God.
Romans 9:10-16: *°And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, whlea had
conceived twins by one man, our father IsaHor though the twins were not yet born,
and had not done anything good or bad, in order thiaGod’'s purpose according to
His choice might stand, not because of works, butelsause of Him who calls*it was
said to her, “The older will serve the youngéﬁ]’ust as it is written, “Jacob | loved, but
Esau | hated.*What shall we say then? There is no injustice @iti, is there? May it
never be!**For He says to Moses| Will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and |
will have compassion on whom | have compassidn:®So then it does not depend on
the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God Wwo has mercy
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John 1:12-13: "But as many as received Him, to them He gave tijiet to become
children of God, even to those who believe in Hise,**who were born not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
In fact, the Gentile nations of the world did neek God at all until God chose to reveal Himself
to them.
Romans 3:9-11: *What then? Are we better than they? Not at all;fe have already
charged thaboth Jews and Greeks are all under sint%as it is written, “There is none
righteous, not even oné&‘There is none who understands, There is none whoeles
for God.”
Isaiah 65:1: | permitted Myself to be sought by those who did nibask for Me; |
permitted Myself to be found by those who did noteek Me | said, “Here am |, here
am |,” To a nation which did not call on My name.

Question #139: List several specific statements from the abovetepl Scripture passages
which affirm that sinners contributething to their own salvation.

Question #140: Meditate on your answer tQuestion #139 Then describe your personal
response (mentally, emotionally, practically) toawBod has done for you.

Election and Foreknowledge
Peter and Paul both use the wlateknowledgein connection with election:

1 Peter 1:1-2: 'Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those whderes aliens, scattered

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, atig/idia, who are choserfaccording

to the foreknowledge of God the Fatherby the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you

may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with Hisdildlay grace and peace be yours in

fullest measure.

Romans 8:28-30:*°And we know that God causes all things to work thegefor good to

those who love God, to those who are called acogrtt His purposé®For whom He

foreknew, He also predestinedo become conformed to the image of His Son, itteat

might be the first-born among many brethréland whom He predestined, these He

also called and whom He called, these He also justified; whdm He justified, these

He also glorified.
Some students of Scripture explain the connecteiwden foreknowledge and election like this:
God knew beforehandwho would be saved and based election on thakriorgledge. He
simply looked into the future to see who would idet the Gospel; then He chose (elected)
those He saw choosing Him. This view cannot stamaever, because it misunderstands and
misrepresents the biblical meaningfofeknowledge John MacArthur explains: “When the
Bible speaks of God's foreknowledge, it refers tml'G establishment of a love relationship with
that person. The word “know,” in both the Old an@w Testament, refers to much more than
mere cognitive knowledge of a person. Such passagétosea 13:4-5; Amos 3:2 (KJV); and
Romans 11:2 clearly indicate this. For example,eteP 1:20 says Christ was ‘foreknown before
the foundation of the world.” Surely this means entbran that God the Father looked into the
future to behold Christ! It means He had an etert@aling relationship with Him. The same is
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true of the elect, whom we are told God ‘forekn@®mans 8:29). That means He knew them—
he loved them—before the foundation of the wofld.”

Hosea 13:4-5: “Yet | have been thedrD your God Since the land of Egypt; Agdu

were not to know any god except MeFor there is no savior besides M@.cared for

[Hebrew “yada” — to know] you in the wilderness, In the land of drought.

Amos 3:2: You only have thosen [Hebrew “yada” — to know]among all the families

of the earth; Therefore, | will punish you for gfiur iniquities.

Romans 11:2: God has not rejected His peopldhom He foreknew Or do you not

know what the Scripture says in the passage abbjahEhow he pleads with God

against Israel?
In the first chapter of 1 Peter, believers are saitle“chosenaccording to the foreknowledge
of God the Father. . . (vs. 1-2). Several verses later, Peter writes @atst ‘was foreknown
before the foundation of the world{v. 20). In Acts 2:23 and 4:27-28, Peter speakas sermon
and prays with a group of Christians. We know w@ds are inspired by God’s Holy Spirit
because they are included in Scripture. In thessages, he affirms that Christ's election as
Savior and God’s foreknowledge of His crucifixioncarred® by the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of God. Obviously, foreknowledge has a much fuller megriare than simply
prior knowledge of the events! Peter affirmed tGatl’s foreknowledge of these evergsulted
from His predetermined plannot from looking into the future to see what wbhlappen. He
foreknewthese events because He chose, elected, and ¢livame. God’s foreknowledge is a
necessary result of Haecree and foreordinatioof whatsoever comes to pass.

Acts 2:22-23: ?Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus theaNme, a man attested

to you by God with miracles and wonders and sighglwGod perfomed trough him in

your midst, just as you yourselves knowZthis Man, delivered up by the

predetermined plan and foreknowledge of Godyou nailed to a cross by the hands of

godless men and put Him to death.

Acts 4:2728: “'For truly in this city there were gathered togethgainst Thy holy

servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Hermt Rontius Pilate, along with the

Gentiles and the peoples of Israéto do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose

predestined to occur
Consider the following discussion of the Greek wimd“foreknowledge” inSpiros Zodhiates
New Testament Word Study.

4267. progindskee fut. prognésomai, 2 d aor. proégncen, from pr&332before,

and gin6skce (1097), to know. To perceive or recmgrieforehand, know

previously, take into account or specially consiteforehand, to grant prior

acknowledgement or recognition to someone, to forek

(I) Used of mere prescience, to know before (Acts;2ZbPBeter 3:17).

(I Used of God’s eternal counsel it includes all thatle has considered and

purposed to do prior to human history. In the language of Scripture, something

foreknown is not simply that which God was awarepabr to a certain point.

Rather, it is presented as that which God gaver pemsent to, that which

received His favorable or special recognition. Heitleis term is reserved for

those matters which God favorably, deliberately andfreely chose and

ordained.

30 John MacArthur Grace to You Questions QA86 — “Wimas the bible teach about election”
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(A) Used of persons, to foreknow with approbationto fore-approve or make

a previous choice of, as special people (Rom 8:21%:2).

(B) Used of events, to previously decide or plan, dceknow for God is to
foreordain 1 Peter 1:19,20 presents Christ as thent of God foreknown from
the foundation of the world” (a.t.). He is saidlie foreknown because God had
planned and determined in His eternal counsel toige His Son as a sacrifice
for His people. Certainly more is meant than thad&new ahead of time that
Christ would so come and die. God’s foreknowledggiven here as the cause for
His Son’s sacrifice — because He planned and dédtee

(C) In Rom 8:29, in relation to believers, progindskce occurs wite verb
prodrise, aor. act. indic. of proorizoe (430@),predestinate. Foreknowledge
and foreordination are logically coordinate The former emphasizes the
exercise of God’s wisdom and intelligence in regardis eternal purpose and
the latter emphasizes the exercise of God’'s willagard to it.What He has
decreed is what He has decidedrhis foreknowledge and foreordination in the
Scripture are always unto salvation and not untdipen. Therefore, it should be
said that the Lord never foreordains someone tlosteRather, He foreordains
unto salvation those whom He specially consideredd chose in eternity past
(see Matt 7:23; John 10:14; Rom 11:2; 1 Cor 8:3; Ga&:9; 2 Tim 2:19; Sept.:
Hos 13:5; Amos 3:2) Any thought of the lost being appointed or or@airunto
condemnation should be understood as an act oingasger in which the lost are
permitted to suffer the consequences of their éhoitsin (1 Peter 2:8)The
salvation of every believer is known and determinedn the mind of God
before its realization in time. Thus, proginéskoe aoesponds with the idea of
having been chosen (eklegomai [1586], to choosejdre the foundation of the
world mentioned in Eph 1:4 and logically precedeshe action indicated by
proorizce. Progindskce essentially entails a graciouself- determining on
God’s part from eternity to extend fellowship with Himself to undeserving
sinners (Rom 8:29)**

Question #141: Explain in your own words how the Bible affirnfsat God’sforeknowledgeis
based on His predetermined plan, not on looking iiné future to see what will happen.

Election is a major theme in God’s plan

Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionadefineselectionas: “The gracious and free act of God
by which He calls those who become part of His 8omg and special beneficiaries of His love
and blessings. The Bible describes the conceptlextien in three distinct ways. Election
sometimes refers to the election of Israel anddmarch as a people for special service and
privileges. Election may also refer to the elettal a specific individual to some office or to
perform some special service. Still other passafése Bible refer to the election of individuals

%15piros ZodhiatesThe Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testarf@hattanoogo, Tenn.: AMG Publishers,
1991), 1215-1216.
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to be children of God and heirs of eternal Iité.WWe see from this definition that the doctrine of
election is not confined to the New Testamenth#racterizes God’s interaction with mankind
throughout all of human history. Election descsilézod’'s method of God for selecting specific
individuals for specific purposes. Those purpasekide the performance pfrticular services
and the receipt gdarticular privileges

Question #142: Based on the information in the preceding paragravrite a simple definition
of election that a young child would understand.

Consider the followindpiblical examples of election

Noah was specifically chosen by God to build an arkvhich he and his family would be saved
from God’s coming destruction of the entire popolabf the earth. Noah'’s faith in God’s Word
was credited to him and his family for eternal asibin.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seeim reverence
prepared an ark for the salvation of his househbydwhich he condemned the world, and
became an heir of the righteousness which is acwptd faith.
Abraham was specifically chosen by God from among the Gantin Chaldea to move to
Canaan and become the ancestor of Christ. He leettearfather of the nation of Israel through
which the Messiah would come.
Genesis 12:1-3: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, Ancbin your
relatives And from your father’'s housep the land which | will show you; 2And | will make
you a great nation And | will bless you, And make your name greatijdAso you shall be a
blessing*And I will bless those who bless you, And the orfwurses you | will curse. Arid
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
Nehemiah 9:7: Thou art the brRD God, Who chose Abram And brought him out
from Ur of the Chaldees, And gave him the name Abrdaam.
Joshua 24:2: And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus sayd teD, the God of Israel,
‘From ancient times your fathers lived beyond theeR namely,Terah, the father of
Abraham and the father of Nahor, atitey served other gods:
Moseswas specifically chosen by God to deliver Isfe@in cruel bondage in Egypt.
Exodus 3:10: Thereforecome now, and | will send you to Pharaohso that you may
bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.

Question #143: In what specific ways were Noah, Abraham, and Mesestedby God?

Israel was specifically chosen by God to witness His mparable power displayed in mighty
miracles that resulted in their release from Egypthondagelsrael was specifically chosen by
God to be bound to Him in a covenant relationshgh rin great privileges. Israel was
specifically chosen by God to receive the Word aidGrecord it in the Old Testament
Scriptures, and bring forth the prophesied Messiah.

#Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionargen. ed. Ronald F Youngblood (Nashville: Nelst895), 389.
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Deuteronomy 7:6-8:°For you are a holy people to therb your God;the Lord your
God has chosen you to be a people for His own possen out of all the peoples who
are on the face of the earth.”The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any of the pples, for you were the fewest
of all peoples,’out because the IORD loved youand kept the oath which He swore to
your forefathers, the @rD brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemedfyam
the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh &friggypt.
Isaiah 41:8-9: ®But you, Israel, My servaniacob whom | have chosenDescendant of
Abraham My friend;You whom | have taken from the ends of the earth, Ad called
from its remotest parts, And said to you, “You areMy servant, | have chosen you
and not rejected you”
Isaiah 44:1-4: But now listen, O Jacob, My servant; Alstlael, whom | have chosen
*Thus says the @RD who made you And formed you from the womb, whd tip you,
“Do not fear, O Jacob My servant; Agdu Jeshurun whom | have chosenFor | will
pour out water on the thirsty land And streamstwndry groundj will pour out My
Spirit on your offspring, And My blessing on your descendants“And they will spring
up among the grass Like poplars by streams of Water
Consider how greatly Israel was blessed to be Bpaity chosen by God! They were appointed
to:

be the nation through whom thMessiahwould come

be the people through whom God would speak irLtéwe and the Prophets

have goersonalrelationship with God as He led them by prophet, fire, and dlou

be heirs okalvation by grace through faithin God’s promise to them

have access to Him through thevitical Priesthood and the prescribed service of

worship

have God’sShekinah glorydwell in their midst

eventually inherithe promised land and God’s Kingdomon earth

Romans 9:3-5: *For | could wish that | myself were accursed, sagat from Christ for
the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according édflésh,‘who are Israelitesp whom
belongs the adoption as sons and the glory and tle®venants and the giving of the
Law and the temple service and the promiseswhose are the fathers, and from
whom is the Christ according to the fleshwho is over all, God blessed forever. Amen

Question #144: In what specific ways was Israel blessed by Getéstion?

Question #145: Does Israel’s election for specific purposes bladsings necessarily mean that
every Israelite was saved? Explain goswer.

In addition to those listed above, Gideon, SamBavjd, Solomon, and many others became the
recipients of God’s special favor (His gractjrough no merit of their own They too were
specifically chosen by God for His service and Igdblessed by innumerable related benefits.
This clearly discernable Old Testament pattern thnsugh the New Testament as well, firmly
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supporting the cardinal doctrine of salvation biythfaalone through grace alone. The New
Testament clearly affirms that people come to Chaisd are saved because they have been
electedby God beforehand for this blessed privilege.
John 6:37, 44, 65:%All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, anthe one who comes
to Me | will certainly not cast out. . . .*“*No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent
Me draws him; and | will raise him up on the last day. >And He was saying, “For this reason
| have said to you, thato one can come to Me, unless it has been grantednhfrom he
Father.”
John 15:16: You did not choose Me, but | chose yquand appointed you, that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit skho@main, that whatever you ask of the
Father in My name, He may give to you.
Ephesians 1:3-6: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCtuho has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevhely places in Chrisfjust asHe chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, thatwe should be holy and blameless
before Him. In love°He predestined us to adoption as sortirough Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His lifto the praise of the glory of His
grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Balove
Romans 8:29-30: ?For whom He foreknew, He also predestinedto become
conformed to the image of His Son, that He mightheefirstborn among many brethren;
¥and whom He predestined, these He also called, andom He called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He also gldfied .
Romans 11:5-6 °In the same way then, there has also come to tiegiresent time a
remnantaccording to God’s gracious choice But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the
basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: But we should always give thanks to God for ybrethren
beloved by the Lord, becau§®nd has chosen you from the beginning for salvation
through sanctification by the Spirit and faith e ttruth.
Cornelius and his familywere specifically chosen by God for salvation GAt0:1-44). In this
passage, note how God worked in specific, unusumlswo save this God-fearing Roman
centurion and his Gentile family:
God used an angelic vision to instruct Corneliusend for Peter, who was staying with
the tanner named Simon (vs 1-8, 22).
God prepared Peter for the arrival of Cornelius'sssngers by giving him a heavenly
vision (vs 9-16).
God instructed Peter to go to Cornelius (vs 17-33).
Peter preached the Gospel to Cornelius, his relsitiand friends (vs 34-43).
God sovereignly imparted the Holy Spirit to the Whorowd, to the amazement of the
Jewish believers who had accompanied Peter (v834-4
Saul of Tarsuswas specifically chosen by God, not only for satuatbut also to be His Gospel
messenger to the Gentile world. Saul’'s salvatias particularly amazing because of his vicious
hatred of the Church.
Acts 9:13-17: *But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from mabgut this man,
how much harm he did to Thy saints at Jerusalem'“and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who call upon Thy main**But the Lord said to him,Go,
for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My ame before the Gentiles and
kings and the sons of Israel**for | will show him how much he must suffer for My
name's sake.”
Galatians 1:13-17, 22-24*or you have heard of my former manner of lifeadaism,
how | used to persecute the church of God beyond measyrand tried to destroy it;
“and | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of myteroporaries, being more
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extremely zealous for my ancestral traditioi8ut when He who had set me apart,
even from my mother's womb, and called me through K grace, was pleasedto
reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him amongthe Gentiles | did not
immediately consult with flesh and bloddnor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who
were apostles before me; but | went away to Arabiad returned once more to
Damascus. . .?’And | was still unkown by sight to the churcheslaflea which were in
Christ; ?but only, they kept hearintiHe who once persecuted us is now preaching the
faith which he once tried to destroy.” **And they were glorifying God because of
me.
Lydia was specifically chosen by God to be saved.
Acts 16:14-15: And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city bfatira, a seller
of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listgpniandthe Lord opened her heart to
respond to the things spoken by Paul **And when she and her household had been
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judgedto be faithful to the Lord, come
into my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us
Christ’s discipleswere specifically chosen by God to be saved. G@anshow the Bible
describes their salvation.
John 15:16, 19: **You did not choose Me, but | chose yguand appointed you, that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remahat whatever you ask of the Father in My
name, He may give to you. . °If you were of the world, the world would love itsvn; but
because you are not of the workliit | chose you out of the world therefore the world hates
you.
John 6:70: Jesus answered thenDitl | Myself not choose you, the twelveand yet
one of you is a devil?”
The New Testament refers repeatedly toaleetionof the church to salvation. The Greek word
for church (ekklesia)means “to call out of.”
1 Peter 2:9: Butyou are a chosen racea royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, that you may proclaim thelesaciesof Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
Mark 13:20: And unless the Lord had shortened those daydifenavould have been
saved; but for theake of the elect whom He chosele shortened the days.
Colossians 3:12:And so, as those whtave been chosen of Ggdholy and beloved, put
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, geetss and patience;
Scripture plainly declares that God reserves thketrio choose whomever He will for His own
purposes.
Luke 1:30-31: *And the angel said to heDb not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor
with God. *'And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and baason, and you shall name
Him Jesus.”
John 5:5-9: °And a certain man was there, who had been thirty-eighyears in his
sickness ®When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that kiealr@ady been a long
time in that condition, He said to himpb you wish to get welt” "The sick man
answered Him, “Sir, | have no man to put me int® plool when the water is stirred up,
but while | am coming, another steps down before’ fiesus said to him, “Arise, take
up your pallet, and walk.”°’And immediately the man became well, and took up hi
pallet and began to walk.
Acts 10:40-41:*God raised Him up on the third day, and grantetitfeashould become
visible, *not to all the people, but to withesses who were oken beforehand by God
that is, to us, who ate and drank with Him afterddese from the dead.

Question #146: From the New Testament scriptures listed aboxplae the role that God’s
election plays in the salvation of sinners.
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The Sovereignty of God In Salvation
An Exposition of Romans 9. God’s Free and SoveraigGrace

Romans 9: Outline

9:1-3: Paul’s sorrow over Israel’s present rejectioiCbfist

9:4-5: Paul enumerates Israel’s privileges and bigss

9:6-17: God'’s sovereignty in salvation and judgmentlaixied in the cases of Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, Esau, and Pharaoh

9:18-21: God’s mercy and judgment according to His owneseln purpose; humanity’s

lack of right or power to find fault with His deass

9:22-24: God'’s grand design in dispensing judgment anccyner

9:25-29: Prophetic predictions of Gentile salvation and 3évdefection

9:30-33: The point: Gentiles attained righteous by faithereas Israel stumbled in pursuit
of righteousness by works.

Question #147: Read Romans 9:1-33 slowly and thoughtfully. Théest the primary
distinctions you see Paul making between Israeltaadentiles.

Romans 9:1-5: 'l am telling the truth in Christ, | am not lying,ynconscience bearing
me witness in the Holy Spirifthat | have great sorrow and unceasing grief inhegrt.
3For | could wish that | myself were accursed, saat from Christ for the sake of my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the fleShho are Israelites, to whom belongs the
adoption as sons and the glory and the covenantstengiving of the Law and the
temple service and the promiséshose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ
according to the flesh, who is over all, God bldgegever. Amen.

Y1 am telling the truth in Christ, | am not lying, my conscience bearing me witness

in the Holy Spirit, “that | have great sorrow and unceasing grief in myeart.
Paul expresses His deep sorrow over Israel’s fejecf Christ. Note the context of the passage
which carries over from Romans 8:28-32. In thesesas Paul described the salvation of called
and electindividuals. Thus, we can afffirm that Romans 9 is speakinghef salvation of
individual Jews rather than abrporatecalling or privilege. (See also 9:30-32.) Comnasmit
Albert Barnes writes, “The chapter, therefore, has not reference to nadioelection, or to
choice to external privileges, but has direct refeze to the doctrine of the election to salvation
which had been stated in chap. 8. To suppose thatférs merely to external privileges, and
national distinctions, makes the whole discussiocounected, unmeaning, and unnecessaty.”

3For | could wish that | myself were accursed, sepated from Christ for the sake of

my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,
Paul's sorrow is so severe that he is willing td& his faith for Israel’'s acceptance of Christ.
Here is the deep and godly compassion of a manbgheves in God’s sovereignty through and

33 (from Barnes' Notes on Romans 9, Electronic DataBaggyright © 1997, 2003, 2005, 2006 by Biblesatt.)
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through, and yet struggles in his own finite mirad understand God’s purpose in lIsrael’s
rejection of Christ.

“who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption asons and the glory and the

covenants and the giving of the Law and the templservice and the promises,

*whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Chrisaccording to the flesh, who is

over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
Here Paul emphasizes that in spite of Israel'stgresileges, they are lost—unsaved. This is
the reason for his deep sorrow. In the rest af ¢hapter, he will show that salvation is rooted in
divine privilege extended to individuals solely 8pd’'s sovereign free grace and received solely
by God-given faith. Salvation is not accordingworks (vv 11, 16, 31-32) nor according to
man’s will (v. 16), but is wholly God’s doing (vv; &1, 15-18, 21-24, 28-29).

Question #148: Is Paul speaking of individual Jews in Romans 9sdre addressing the nation
of Israel as a whole? Support your answer witlpmal evidence.

Question #149: What specific aspects of Israel's peculiar relaghip with God intensifies both
Paul’s grief over their unbelief and their own alydity in rejecting Jesus as their Messiah?

Romans 9:6-9: °But it is not as though the word of God has faildtr they are not all
Israel who are descended from Isrdekither are they all children because they are
Abraham'’s descendants, but: “through Isaac youcetetants will be named.®That is,

it is not the children of the flesh who are childie® God, but the children of the promise
are regarded as descendatfsr this is a word of promise: “At this time | witbme, and
Sarah shall have a son.”

®But it is not as though the word of God has failed.For they are not all Israel who

are descended from Israel
God’s promises to Israel have not failed but armdeealized even now by those God has
called.

'neither are they all children because they are Abraam’s descendants, but:

“through Isaac your descendants will be named.”®That is, it is not the children of

the flesh who are children of God, but the childrenof the promise are regarded as

descendants’For this is a word of promise: “At this time | will come, and Sarah

shall have a son.”
Salvation is not based on direct physical desaemh fAbraham, but on God’s choice. Although
both Isaac and Ishmael were Abraham’s physical,sonly Isaac was the child promised by
God, born wholly by God’s will, power, and purposeshmael was the child of short-sighted
human effort, born out of frustration, fear, andeinef. Together, they picture the biblical truth
that salvation results from the choice, power, aation of God, not from the plans, decisions,
and efforts of people.

Romans 9:10-13: *°And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, wklea had

conceived twins by one man, our father Isaor though the twins were not yet born,
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and had not done anything good or bad, in order @wl’s purpose according to His
choice might stand, not because of works, but lmraflHim who callst’t was said to
her, “The older will serve the younger®Just as it is written, “Jacob | loved, but Esau |
hated.”

%And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, wheshe had conceived twins by

one man, our father Isaac;
Paul goes on to affirm God’s sovereignty in satmatby demonstrating that believing parents do
not necessarily produce believing children. Jaaoll Esau were the twin sons of Isaac and
Rebekah, but only one was chosen by God for Hisaeihg privileges.

Yfor though the twins were not yet born, and had notlone anything good or bad, in

order that God’'s purpose according to His choice nght stand, not because of

works, but because of Him who callst?t was said to her, “The older will serve the

younger.” **Just as it is written, “Jacob | loved, but Esau | lated.”
Before the twins were born, before they had dongghéimg good or bad, God purposed to choose
the younger for salvation and pass over the old¢is choice was obviously not based on any
works done by the twins, but resulted from His seign decision to accomplish His
predetermined purpose. (See also Romans 11:5,skpise1:4-6, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, 2
Timothy 1:9.)

Question #150: Explain in your own words how the conception diraham’s two sons and
God’s words to Rebekah concerning her twins pictineenature of salvation.

Question #151: What implications for the nation of Israel do ysee in Romans 9:6-137?

Question #152: In your own words, summarize the teaching of e#dhe following passages:
Romans 11:5:

Ephesians 1:4-6:

1 Thessalonians 1:4:

2 Timothy 1:9:
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Question #153: How do the passages cited @uestion #152support Paul's teaching in
Romans 9:6-137

Romans 9:14-15: “What shall we say then? There is no injustice \@td, is there?
May it never be!"™For He says to Moses, “| will have mercy on whohale mercy, and
| will have compassion on whom | have compassion.”

“What shall we say then? There is no injustice witiod, is there? May it never bel!
At this point, Paul anticipates his reader’s likedaction to the unsettling truth that salvation is
by God'’s choice, not human effort or will (vs 1B, B1-32). Unsaved sinners naturally seek to
usurp God’s absolute sovereignty and typically éaadi thatthey control their own destiny. |If
Paul had presented salvation (as it is often ptedetoday) as if it were based on man’s will
rather than God’s sovereign choice, he would hasehave needed to bring this up. But
because he presented salvation truthfully, he baadtress their expected response—accusing
God of being unjust. Rather than argue the poitit them, however, he simply affirmed the
righteousness of God in exercising His sovereigmqgative.

*For He says to Moses:| will have mercy on whom | have mercy, and | willhave

compassion on whom | have compassidn.
God bestows His mercy and compassion freely (ueder no obligation or compulsion). He
calls specific sinners to salvation “in order tljidis] purpose according to His choice might
stand, not because of [their] works” (v. 11). liskthoice of sinners to be saved was based on
anything they had done to earn it, it would no longer bacmus, but merited. (Recall the
definition of grace: “unmerited favor” or “favor amst merit.”) Paul further expounds this
theme in Romans 11:

Romans 11:6-8:°But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basfsworks,otherwise

grace is no longer grace. 'What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it mas

obtained, buthose who were chosen obtained it, and the rest wehardened %just as

it is written, ‘God gavethem a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and &afsear not,

Down to this very day.”
God, by His own will, showed mercy to Isaac andtodshmael; by His own choice, He blessed
Jacob rather than Esau. Neither Isaac nor Jacob mere deserving than their brothers of
God's favor. God’s choice was motivatsdlely by His own will; it was not based on either
man’s heritage, works, or desires (this theme iginaed in Romans 9:16-18).

Question #154: How does the utter sovereignty of God’s gracer{se His utterly sovereign

choice of individuals of salvation) impact you histpoint in your study? Honestly record your
reactions. Then spend some time in prayer, as@dad to help you rightly understand and
submit to His truth recorded in Scripture.

Romans 9:16-18:'°So then it does not depend on the man who willherman who
runs, but on God who has mercy’For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very
purpose | raised you up, to demonstrate My powsgrom, and that My name might be
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proclaimed throughout the whole earth’So then He has mercy on whom He desires,
and He hardens whom He desires.

%30 then it does not depend on the man who wills ¢ihe man who runs, but on God

who has mercy.
Consider the wordit” in verse 16. To what doé&s’ refer? We must answer this question by
considering theontextof the verse. The paragraph in which verse 16dated begins at verse
14 and runs through verse 18. Please pause addtiieae verses carefully. Paul, in this
paragraph, makes the point that God is not unjesalise His choice of those who will be saved
is based on His mercy and compassion rather tharahumerit. Paul affirms this same truth in
verses 8 and 11. In verse 8, Paul said that Gduwge doesn’t result from human lineage, and
in verse 11, that God’s choice isn’t motivated loynfan works. Thus, we see frdhre context
of verse l@hat “it” refers to God’s dispensing of mercy arwmpassion to “the children of the
promise” rather than to “the children of the fléslide does this in accordance withs purpose
rather than who people are or what they have daNe.can also sengbhe importance of this
point from the fact that Paul chosertake this pointthree times in two paragraphs.

YFor the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very pirpose | raised you up, to

demonstrate My power in you, and that My name mightbe proclaimed throughout

the whole earth.”
Paul reasons that God’s doing as He willed withr®&la was not unjust but His privilege and
right. His purpose was to make His name famousx®rcising His righteous power to judge
Pharoah as well His ability to harden Pharoah’srthem order to accomplish His purpose
(Numbers 14:15; Ezekiel 20:9,14,22; Psalm 46:10).

Proverbs 21:1: Theking's heart is like channels of water in the handf the LORD;

He turns it wherever He wishes.

830 then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He kdens whom He desires.
Paul re-asserts (see v. 15) that God dispensesnklisy to whomever He “desires” or wills.
Most of us gratefully acknowledge that statemeBut we may balk the next statement: “He
hardens whom He desires.” When we find ourselesssting this truth, we do well to ask
ourselves: Who are we to charge God with injustic®®o is powerful enough to overrule His
sovereign authority? In what court could we amaipd for wrongdoing and bring Him to trial?

Question #155: Summarize in your own words what Scripture cleddaches about God’s
sovereignty in Romans 9:16-18.

Given that God Himself is the Author of Scriptuds readers of Scripture have the option of
rejecting any of its teaching as untrue? Thus, if this passage is troubling for
you, please spend a few moments in prayer askirdjs@Gdoly Spirit to help you understand,

appreciate, and affirm the truth of His Word.

Romans 9:19-21: **You will say to me then, “Why does He still findulé? For who
resists His will?” 2°0On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answeck ba God?
The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Whyl gou make me like this,” will it?
Z0Or does not the potter have a right over the daymake from the same lump one
vessel for honorable use, and another for commef us
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¥y ou will say to me then, “Why does He still find fallt? For who resists His will?”
Paul again anticipates an argument from those winddvhear his words and charge God with
injustice. He expects some to ask: If God disperHis mercy and executes His judgment on
vessels He sovereignly created for those very magdow can He righteously reward or blame
them for their actions? Paulanticipationof such questions affirms that he is indeed tewaghi
God’s absolute sovereignty in salvation. Paul wdwdve had no need to address this anticipated
argument if he were reasoning that the dispensirgoal’s mercy in salvation came as a result
of man’s will or that it was withheld because ofnisastubborn rejection.

20n the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers fek to God? The thing

molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you male me like this,” will it?
Paul shuts the mouths of any who would dare chgdlehe design and purposes of God. He
reasons that God, as the Creator, has the sovgyegogative to do as He pleases with what He
has made.

#0Or does not the potter have a right over the clayto make from the same lump one

vessel for honorable use, and another for common &2
Paul affirms that just as a potter hasright over the clay” to make vessels destined for
honorable or common use, God has the ultimate ta@gtetermine the destinies of the people He
creates. The potter’s clay is analogous to peoplese created fdronorable use”will receive
the privileges of eternal salvation; whereas thosated for‘common use”are“prepared for
destruction” (vs 22-24). God, in His goodness and mercy, cselat¢h kinds of people with no
humanly discernable differences. We cannot telldoking at or speaking to someone whether
that person was created for honorable or common U$eis we freely proclaim the gospel of
salvation by grace to faith ®veryone without any attempt to distinguish between the types
of vessels. Dear reader, if you have not receieslis Christ as your Lord and Savior, we
earnestly plead with you to hear and heed theselsvaXow is the day of salvation; the free
offer of the Gospel is extended to you! Why witlwbe destroyed? Repent and trust Christ by
faith and yowshall be saved!

Question #156: What objection does Paul anticipate in Roman8-211?

How does He answer this objection?

Question #157: Explain in your own words how the Christian’s @rerivilege of evangelizing
the lost is wholly consistent with the truth ofglgassage.

Romans 9:22-24:*What if God, although willing to demonstrate Hisatir and to make
His power known, endured with much patience vessfelgrath prepared for destruction?
%And He did so in order that He might make knownribbes of His glory upon vessels
of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glfgyen us, whom He also called, not
from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.
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“AWhat if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power
known, endured with much patience vessels of wrathbrepared for destruction?
Here is the second point of Paul's answer to theablon anticipated in verse 19. You will
recall that his first point wathe potter has a right over the clayAnd here Paul explains that
God has at least four reasons for exercising Igist o permit sin in His creation:
To demonstrate His wrath
To make His power known
To exercise much patience with the vessels of wrath
To make known the riches of His glory upon vessélsercy
This passage teaches that God is sovereign oVesiewell as good and uses evil to accomplish
His good and righteous purposes. God will do apldases with the wicked, and He will do it
to glorify Himself by revealing His goodness to ldlsosen vessels of mercy. This answer to the
objection in verse 19, “Why does He still find f&lis a clear statement of God'’s free sovereign
right (or prerogative) to do as He pleases with¢tieation.
%And He did so in order that He might make known theriches of His glory upon
vessels of mercy
God demonstrates His wrath, power, and patiende thé wicked to make known or thsplay
“the riches of His glory” to His chosen “vesselsnaércy.” When God’s vessels of mercy (those
who are redeemed) consider the destruction of thkeed, they will stand in awe of God’s wrath,
power, and patience. The Bible plainly declares thad’s purpose in the destruction of the
wicked is to display His glory.
which He prepared beforehand for glory,?*even us, whom He also called, not from
among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.
The vessels of mercy God “prepared beforehand ltoy'gcomprise His church: the saved, the
elect, the called (the foreknown remnant of Jewstanse foreknown among the Gentiles.) The
Bible plainly declares that Gopredestinesthese vessels of mercy for salvation by working
according‘to His own purpose and grace(2 Timothy 1:9) to prepare them fglory. Second
Peter 1:3-4 affirms that those who have been cdlgdHis own glory and excellence . . .
become partakers of the divine nature.” What aedar rejoicing!

Question #158: For what purposes does God endure “vessels othwpaepared for
destruction™?

Question #159: In your own words, explain why these are good ragiat purposes.

Romans 9:25-29: ®As He says also in Hosea, “I will call those whoreveot My
people, ‘My people,” And her who was not belovemkloved.” ?*And it shall be that in
the place where it was said to them, ‘you are ngtddople,” There they shall be called
sons of the living God.”?’And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “Thoughribenber of
the sons of Israel be as the sand of the seattieisemnant that will be savedfor the
Lord will execute His word upon the earth, thorolyggmd quickly.” °And just as Isaiah
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foretold, “Except the brD of Sabaoth had left to us a posterity, We wouldehla@come
as Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah.”

%As He says also in Hosea, “I will call those who we not My people, ‘My people,’

And her who was not beloved, ‘beloved.”?*And it shall be that in the place where

it was said to them, ‘you are not My people,” Therghey shall be called sons of the

living God.”
Paul here affirms that Hosea’'s prophecy is fulfiliea God’s choosing certain Gentiles to be
saved and called “My people . . . sons of the §v@dod.” They receive this new identity because
of their faith in Christ, not by becoming Jews.

#’And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “Though thenumber of the sons of Israel

be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant thatiliwbe saved:;%*for the Lord will

execute His word upon the earth, thoroughly and qukly.” ?°And just as Isaiah

foretold, “Except the LORD of Sabaoth had left to us a posterity, We would hee

become as Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah.
Conversely, Israel (known as the sons of Israed) mbt receive the promised blessing of
salvation as a nation. Only a remnant of Jewebed in Jesus Christ along with many Gentiles.
Here the point of Romans 9:6-7 is re-affirmed:

Romans 9:6-7: ®But it is not as though the word of God has failéthrthey are not all Israel

who are descended from Israel’neither are they all children because they are Abriaam’s

descendantsbut: “Through Isaac your descendants will be @dh
Jacob was chosen over Esau “in order that Godijggse according to His choice might stand”
(Romans 9:11). Were these choices of God, made ipen human works, unjust? “May it
never be!” Paul affirms (v. 14). Then he reminds readers oGod’s explanationof how His
sovereignty works in salvation: “I will have meron whom | have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | have compassion” (v. 15)ul Baderstood that God chose some for
salvation and passed over others (vs. 16-18), fiierothat He might make known the riches of
His glory upon vessels of mercy, which Bieepared beforehand for glory” (v. 23). And here
he re-affirms what he has already taught: that amgmnant of Jews will be saved, and that only
by the mercy of God. If God had not gracioushft'l® us a posterity,” the Jews would have
been destroyed as completely as Sodom and Gomorrah.

Question #160: Do you see how Paul strengthened His argumerdrse 27-29 by seeing
God's choice of a remnant out of the midst of IEsagter rebellion against God? In your own
words describe this.

Romans 9:30-33: **What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did matsue
righteousness, attained righteousness, even théeoigsness which is by faitf'but
Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did ndverat that law.*Why? Because they
did not pursue it by faith, but as though it weseweorks. They stumbled over the
stumbling stone®just as it is written, “Behold, | lay in Zion a si® of stumbling and a
rock of offense, And he who believes in Him willtrioe disappointed.”

®\What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did nopursue righteousness, attained
righteousness, even the righteousness which is bsith; *but Israel, pursuing a law of
righteousness, did not arrive at that law. *Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith,
but as though it were by works.
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What an amazing contrast we see here! The Geuwlitkaot seek righteous standing with God
by their own merit but receivedhly faith. Israel, however, sought righteous standing @itiul
by boasting in theiheritageas Abraham’s seed and their own futile effortkdéep the Law—
and were corporately cut off from the blessingaf/ation. They failed to glorify their merciful
God by humbly acknowledging their dependence on Hinfaith and trusting in Christ's
righteousness alone for justification in God’s $igh

They stumbled over the stumbling stone®just as it is written, “Behold, | lay in Zion a stone

of stumbling and a rock of offense, And he who beives in Him will not be disappointed.”
They stumbled by rejecting Christ the Messiah, \alume merited the righteousness of God for
sinners. Here is the reason for Paul’'s great soarmd unceasing grief for his kinsmen (vv. 2-3).

Question #161: Describe the “stumbling stone” and “rock of offei that tripped up so many
Jews

Is that same stone still causing people to stumble? What is the only way to avoid
falling over it?

God is Sovereign in the dispensing of His grace
Simply put, God determines who receives grace ahd does not. If this were not true,
humanity would be sovereign in this matter and daightfully boast. Grace would play no part
in salvation because the faith to believe wouldbedteely bestowed on whomever God wills to
have mercy:“l will have mercy on whom | have mercy{(Romans 9:15).
Luke 4:25-29: ®But | say to you in truth, there were many widoiwdsrael in the days
of Elijah, when the sky was shut up for three yeard six months, when a great famine
came over all the landand yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but onlyct
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who wasa widow. *’And there were
many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha thepbret; andhone of them was cleansed,
but only Naaman the Syrian” *®And all in the synagogue were filled with rage lasyt
heard these thing$?and they rose up and cast Him out of the city, l@ddHim to the
brow of the hill on which their city had been byitt order to throw Him down the cliff.
God’s sovereignty is seen in many places in theleBdnd concerns broader matters than
salvation.
1 Chronicles 29:11-13:*'Thine, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glonytiznd
victory and the majesty, indeed everything thatnighe heavens and the earth; Thine is the
dominion, O loRD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over‘@Both riches and honor come
from Thee, and Thou dost rule over all, and in Thyhand is power and might; and it lies in
Thy hand to make great, and to strengthen everyone®Now therefore, our God, we thank
Thee, and praise Thy glorious name.
Exodus 4:11: And the LORD said to him,“Who has made man's mouth? Or who
makes him dumb or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is ihot |, the LORD?”
Isaiah 45:7: The One forming light and creating darkne€swusing well-being and
creating calamity; | am the LORD who does all these

Question #162: Explain in your own words why it igoodthat God determinesvho receives
grace and who does not.
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God Sovereignly bestows the revelation of salvatioon whomever He wishes
Salvation is aevelatory proceswhich comes by the regenerating work of the HolyiSp

New life for some
Sinners are saved when God regenerates them (diges new life) and they are born again.
Consider how Jesus rejoices in the fact that s@oeive this revelation from God and some do
not.

Matthew 11:25-28: %At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praiseeTheFather,

Lord of heaven and earth, th@hou didst hide these things from the wise and

intelligent and didst reveal them to babes. *®Yes, Father, for thus it was well-

pleasing in Thy sight ?’All things have been handed over to Me by My Fathed no

one knows the Son, except the Fatman, does anyone know the Father, except the

Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Hifh
Consider also Scripture’s plain declaration thatl@ responsible for the blindness of some.

Romans 11:7-10: ‘What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it hat obtainedput those

who were chosen obtained it, and the rest were haedied Sjust as it is written“God gave

them a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and ears thear not, Down to this very day.” °And

David says, “Let their table become a snare amdm And a stumbling block and a retribution to

them.'%Let their eyes be darkened to see nofnd bend their backs forever.”

Isaiah 6:8-10: ®Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whdmalsl send, and who

will go for Us?” Then | said, “Here am I. Send IneAnd He said, “Go, and tell this

people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceivege®n looking, but do not understand.’

%Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Theiears dull, And their eyes dim,

Lest they see with their eyes, Hear with their earsUnderstand with their hearts,

And return and be healed’
Human beinggannotdo anything to save themselves because they arkiddrespasseses and
sins. They armaturally unableto even understand and accept the Gospel. Tlyeway they
can be saved is for God to fulfill His electing pess through His work akgeneration He
does this by freely and sovereignly giving His elanderstanding of sin, righteousness and
judgment, which ultimately brings them to repentniaith, and conversiorCharles Hodge
explains:

God is no less sovereign in the distribution offaMours. He does what He wills

with his own. He gives to some riches, to othessolnr; to others, health; while

others are poor, unknown, or the victims of disea3® some, the light of the

gospel is sent; others are left in darkness. Samebrought through faith unto

salvation; others perish in unbelief. To the qiestWhy is this? the only answer

is that given by our Lord. “Even so, Father, foriseeemeth good in thy sight®”
Is it not apparent and amazing that God has haeca love relationship with the elect from all
eternity? His foreknowledge and election of themdalvation surely reflects His deep love for
them! Although we finite human beings cannot fullgderstand why God chose some for
salvation and left others in their sinful state, @eknow that His attributes always operate in

¥Charles HodgeSystematic TheologyGrand Rapids, Mich.: Wm B. Eerdmans Publist@mmpany), vol. 1: 441.
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perfect harmony with each other. Thus, God’'s sagatg is always exercised in perfect
harmony with His goodness, love, wisdom, and jastic

Question #163: Carefully consider Matthew 11:25-28, Romans 11074saiah 6:8-10, and the
above quote from Charles Hodge. Then in your owords, explain thenecessity of
regeneration and revelation in salvation.

Reprobation for others
Since God elects some people to be saved out ofviide of humanity, He obviously passes
over those He does not choose. This is calpdobation Wayne Grudem definesprobation
as follows:
When we understand election as God’s sovereigncehofi some persons to be
saved, then there is necessarily another aspethabfchoice, namely, God’s
sovereign decision to pass over others and nawe them. This decision of God
in eternity past is called reprobatidRkeprobation is the sovereign decision of God
before creation to pass over some persons, in sodeciding not to save them,
and to punish them for their sins, and thereby &mifest his justicé”
The Scripture speaks of this reality in many plattse are just a few:
Psalm 92:5-9: *How great are Thy works, OdrD! Thy thoughts are very deepA
senseless man has no knowledge; Nor does a stapidinderstand this'That when the
wicked sprouted up like grass, And all who did uiiy flourished,It was only that they
might be destroyed forevermore. ®But Thou, O LORD, art on high forever. °For,
behold, Thine enemies, O bRD, For behold, Thine enemies will perish; All who do
iniquity will be scattered.
Romans 9:17-21:"For the Scripturesays toPharaoh!For this very purpose | raised
you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that Myname might be proclaimed
throughout the whole earth.” **So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He
hardens whom He desires."*You will say to me then, “Why does He still findufe?
For who resists His will??°On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answetk tm
God? The thing molded will not say to the mold&vhy did you make me like this,”
will it? *'Or does not the potter have a right over the clayto make from the same
lump one vessel for honorable use, and another faommon use?
Romans 11:6-8: °But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basfsworks, otherwise
grace is no longer grace’What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it et
obtained, buthose who were chosen obtained it, and the rest weehardened 8just as
it is written, “God gavethem a spirit of stupor, Eyes to see not and tatsear not,
Down to this very day.”
1 Peter 2:7-8: 'This precious value, then, is for you who beliegut for those who
disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejeciBuis became the very corner stone,”
%and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offensft; they stumble because they are
disobedient to the wor@nd to this doom they were also appointed
This fact is terrible, but nonetheless true. Altgb the reality of hell and damnation is difficult
to consider, it is an essential part of God’s etkplan. Reprobation and damnation serve His
ultimate purpose of manifesting of His glory. Stuie clearly teaches these difficult truths.

*Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldiine. (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan),
684.
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Exodus 9:13-17:**Then the lIorD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning ammdtbefore
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says tle®b, the God of the Hebrews, “Let My people go, that
they may serve MeXFor this timel will send all My plagues on you and your servantsind
your people, so that you may know that there is none like Me in all the earth. **For if by
now | had put forth My hand and struck you and ypeople with pestilence, you would have
been cut off from the earth®But, indeed, for this cause | have allowed youetmain,in order
to show you My power, and in order to proclaim My rame through all the earth. *’Still you
exalt yourself against My people by not lettingrthgo.””
Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purpoSeen the wicked
for the day of evil.
Nevertheless, God experiences very real sorrow \@hgone perishes.
Ezekiel 18:32: “For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone who digsleclares the Lord
Gop. “Therefore, repent and live.”
Wayne Grudem comments: But it might be objected at this point, if God geely feels
sorrow at the punishment of the wicked, then whgsdte allow it or even decree that it will
come about? The answer must be that God knowshtisawill ultimately result in greater glory
for himself. It will show his power and wrath ajtice and mercy in a way that could not
otherwise be demonstrated. Certainly in our ownman experience it is possible to do
something that causes us great sorrow but whickmnesv will result in long-term greater good.
And so, after this faint human analogy, we may sdmé understand that God can decree
something that causes him sorrow yet ultimately/fuither his glory’ *

Question #164: Describe your initial reaction to the doctrinereprobation.

Question #165: How do the Bible passages quoted above and thésvimom Wayne Grudem’s
Systematic Theologgnhance your appreciation of the the doctrineepfabation (i.e., how do
they help you view this doctrine from the right g@sctive)?

Election comforts and fills us with thanksgiving ast glorifies God
The doctrine of election comforts those whom Gosl ¢f@osen by assuring us of the certainty of
our salvation. If God has chosen to save us, ngaree thwart His intended purpos®&! Our
salvation has been securely ordained by God'’s @&teletree from before the world began.
2 Timothy 1:8-10: ®Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony pf.otd, or of me
His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tigespel according to the power of God,
*who has saved us, and called us with a holy callingot according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was gnted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity, *°out now has been revealed by the appearing of auio6Christ Jesus,
who abolished death, and brought life and immadsytad light through the Gospel'for
which | was appointed a preacher and an apostle asacher.

36Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldine. (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan),
686.
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Ephesians 1:3-6: 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCtuho has

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in thevealy places in Chrisjust asHe chose

us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless

before Him. In love’He predestined usto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to

Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, °to the praise of the glory of His

grace, which He freely bestowed on us the Beloved.

Romans 8:29-35: *For whom He foreknew, He also predestinedto become

conformed to the image of His Son, that He mighthegefirst-born among many brethren

3%andwhom He predestined theseHe also called; and whorHe called, thesdie also

justified; and whonHe justified, theseHe also glorified.**What then shall we say to

these things?If God is for us, who is against us?**He who did not spare His own

Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He ot also with Him freely give us all

things? **Who will bring a charge against God's elect?God is the one who justifies;

*who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is Hedieah yes, rather who was raised,

who is at the right hand of God, who also intereefte us. **Who shall separate us

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,famine, or

nakedness, or peril, or sword?
When we consider that our salvation is rooted m fike and sovereign purpose of God, we
naturally rejoice with thanksgiving. How amazitgt God would stoop to save such unworthy
sinners caught up in sin and rebellion and desgreinhell! We exult in His amazing grace,
which frees us from the eternal death we have sweritWith grateful hearts, may we glorify
God for our salvation by freely proclaiming His gioess to us.

2 Thessalonians 2:13:But we should always give thanks to God for you, bretlem beloved

by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the dianing for salvation through

sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth

Psalm 65:4: How blessed is the one whom Thou dost choose, andnlg near to

Thee To dwell in Thy courts. We will be satisfied tvithe goodness of Thy house, Thy

holy temple.

Psalm 106:4-5: “Remember me, O@RD, in Thy favor toward Thy people; Visit me

with Thy salvationThat | may see the prosperity of Thy chosen ones,hat | may

rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, That | may lgry with Thine inheritance.

Question #166: Carefully read 2 Timothy 1:8-10, Ephesians 1:336d Romans 8:29-35.
According to these passages, how secure is youaitsai?

If God is for you (and He is if you are saved), wdam be against you?

Who can successfully bring a damning accusatiomaggou?
Who has the power to condemn a person God hafgdsti
Who is able to separate you from the love of God?

What else in all of creation can separate you ftieenlove of God?
What makes your salvation so secure?

Question #167: Do 2 Thessalonians 2:13, Psalm 65:4, and Psabm&) accurately describe
your attitude toward your salvation? If notwould be wise for you to spend more time
studying and meditation on what Scripture teaclesiathe security of your salvation.
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Election should encourage evangelism
We should zealously preach the gospel and evargediaple becaugeod has promisetb save
people from every tribe and nation, indeed fronrgl@nguage and ethnic group in the world.

Matthew 28:19-20: *Go therefore andnake disciples of all the nations baptizing

them in the name of the Father and the Son ancHtig Spirit, “teaching them to

observe all that | commanded you; and lo, | am wih always, even to the end of the

age.

Luke 24:45-47: **Then He opened their minds to understand the Siceipt*®and He

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Chshbuld suffer and rise again from the dead

the third day;*’and thatrepentance for forgiveness of sins should be prodtaed in

His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusam.”

Revelation 5:9-10: And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art urktm take the

book, and to break its sealer Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God wit Thy

blood men from every tribe and tongue and people ahnation. 10And Thou hast

made them to be a kingdom and priests to our QGatlffzey will reign upon the earth.
We see Paul, in his missionary journeys in the boblActs, being encouraged by God to
evangelize in certain areas because God'’s elegigpa®re there.

Acts 16:6-10: °And they passed through the Phrygian and Galaéigion, having been

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; ‘and when they had come to

Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, atite Spirit of Jesus did not permit

them; ®and passing by Mysia, they came down to Trodsnd a vision appeared to

Paul in the night: a certain man of Macedonia wastanding and appealing to him,

and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”°And when he had seen the

vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedow@ycluding that God had called

us to preach the gospel to them.

Acts 18:8-11: 8And Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, beliénatie Lord with all

his household, and many of the Corinthians whew tteard were believing and being

baptized *And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, “Donot be afraid any

longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent%or | am with you, and no man will

attack you in order to harm you, for | have many peple in this city’ And he

settled there a year and six monthgeaching the word of God among them.

2 Corinthians 2:14-16: **But thanks be to Godayho always leads us in His triumph in

Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of tlesvledge of Him in every

place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God amtingse who are being saved and

among those who are perishing*®to the one an aroma from death to death, to the

other an aroma of life to life. And who is adequate for these things?
Paul affirmed that he did all for sake of God’scel¢he church he zealously sought to reach with
his relentless preaching of the Gospel.

2 Timothy 2:10-11: For this reason éndure all things for the sake of those who are cken,

that they also may obtain the salvatiorwhich is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory
Paul affirms in Romans 9 that God elects accordmddis own free and sovereign purpose.
Then in Romans 10, he explains that people aredsatien they call upon the name of the Lord.
God saves those He has elected through the medbsspiel preaching! How shall they hear
without a preacher?”

Romans 10:12-15:*?For there is no distinction between Jew and Grémkthe same

Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all witall upon Him:for “Whoever will

call upon the name of the Lord will be saved™How then shall they call upon Him in

whom they have not believed? And how shall thdiefe in Him whom they have not

heard? Anchow shall they hear without a preacher? **And how shall they preach

unless they are sent?Just as it is written, “How beautiful are thetfethose who bring

glad tidings of good things!”
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Question 168: From the above Scripture passages, describasitftaur specific ways in
which the doctrine of electioencouragesvangelism:

1)
2)
3)
4)

Consider a few statements from thanons of the Synod of Dort

ARTICLE 7. Election is the unchangeable purpose of God, whyetsdfore the foundation of
the world, He has out of mere grace, accordindgn¢osbvereign good pleasure of His own will,
chosen from the whole human race, which had faheough their own fault from the primitive
state of rectitude into sin and destruction, aazerhumber of persons to redemption in Christ,
whom He from eternity appointed the Mediator anchdH®f the elect and the foundation of
salvation. This elect number, though by naturéheeibetter nor more deserving than others, but
with them involved in one common misery, God hasreled to give to Christ to be saved by
Him, and effectually to call an draw them to Hisroaunion by His Word and Spirit; to bestow
upon them true faith, justification, and sanctifica; and having powerfully preserved them in
the fellowship of His son, finally to glorify thefor the demonstration of His mercy, and for the
praise of the riches of His glorious grace; assitwvritten “For he chose us in him before the
creation of the world to be holy and blameless ig dight. In love he predestined us to be
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in amcoedwith his pleasure and will — to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has fre@lgm us in the One he loves” (Ephesians 1:4-6).
And elsewhere: “And those he predestined, he aled; those he called, he also justified; those
he justified, he also glorified” (Romans 8:30).

ARTICLE 8. There are not various decrees of election, butamkthe same decree respecting
all those who shall be saved, both under the OttiNew Testament; since the Scripture declares
the good pleasure, purpose, and counsel of thealiwvill to be one, according to which He has
chosen us from eternity, both to grace and to gltrysalvation and to the way of salvation,
which He has ordained that we should walk therEphesians 1:4,5; 2:10).

ARTICLE 9. This election was not founded upon foreseen faitth the obedience of faith,
holiness, or any other good quality or disposiiioman, as the prerequisite, cause, or condition
of which it depended; but men are chosen to faiith @ the obedience of faith, holiness, etc.
Therefore election is the fountain of every sawjogd, from which proceed faith, holiness, and
the other gifts of salvation, and finally etern& litself, as its fruits and effects, accordinghe
testimony of the apostle: “For He chose us (noabse we were, but) in Him before the creation
of the world to be holy and blameless in His sigliEphesians 1:4).

ARTICLE 10. The good pleasure of God is the sole cause sfgifsEicious election; which does
not consist herein that out of all possible queditand actions of men God has chosen some as a
condition of salvation, but that He was pleasedafuhe common mass of sinners to adopt some
certain persons as a peculiar people to Himselt, iasvritten: “Yet, before the twins were born

or had done anything good or bad — in order thad’&purpose in election might stand: not by
works but by Him who calls — she (Rebekah) was,tGlte older will serve the younger.” Just

as it is written: ‘Jacob | loved, but Esau | hatgiRomans 9:11-13). “When the Gentiles heard
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this, they were glad and honored the word of thediand all who were appointed for eternal
life believed” (Acts 13:48).

ARTICLE 11. And as God Himself is most wise, unchangeableniscient, and omnipotent,

so the election made by Him can neither be intéedi;mor changed, recalled, or annulled;
neither can the elect be cast away, nor their nuhin@nished.
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 4: In Salvation
Effectual Calling

What Does the Bible Say?
We have seen that salvation is a supernatural io@od accomplished by the regenerating work of the
Holy Spirit. This is the only way salvation cancac because mankind is naturally unable to see, hea
and understand the Gospel. Salvation rests upoffrekeelecting grace of God. He chooses (elects)
those who will be saved from before the beginnihgroe. Election is unconditional; that is, it i®tn
conditioned (determined or based) upon any response in maspléa@re saved in time and space
because God has chosen them in eternity past gedemtes them (causes them to be born again) at a
specific point in the course of their lives.

John 3:3: Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, trulgyl ® you,unless one is born

again, he cannot see the kingdom of Gdd.

1 Peter 1:1-3- 'Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those whderes aliens, scattered

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, atig/idia, who are choserfaccording

to the foreknowledge of God the Fatherby the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you

may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with Hisdildlay grace and peace be yours in

fullest measureéBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesuistGhho according

to His great mercy has caused us to be born agaito a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Salvation is a supernatural work of God, initiabgdelection and accomplished by the new birth.
Although predestined to occur in eternity pasaciiually happens when the chosen sinner’s heart
is regenerated by God’s Holy Spirit. He does thisugh a process afrawing or calling. The
Bible plainly declares that those whom God hastettand predestined adeawn to salvation
by God Himself.

John 6:37: All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, andhe one who comes to Me |

will certainly not cast out.

John 6:44: No one can come to Meynless the Father who sent Me draws himand |

will raise him up on the last day.

John 6:65: And He was saying, “For this reason | have saigdu, thatno one can

come to Me, unless it has been granted him from theather.

Jeremiah 31:2-3: “Thus says the &RrD, “The people who survived the sword Found

grace in the wilderness—Israel, when it went talfits rest.” *The LORD appeared to

him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with anedasting love;Therefore | have

drawn you with lovingkindness”

Exodus 19:4: You yourselves have seen what | did to the Egwygti anchow | bore

you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself

Question 169: From the passages listed above, describe in gaur words the supernatural
work of God that saves sinners.
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The Bible plainly declares that the Church, iegs#hnwho are the elected recipients of salvation,
have beertalledby God at a particular point in their lives. Thisarly affirms thatGod is the
initiator of their salvation.
Romans 8:28: And we know that God causes all things to worgetber for good to
those who love Godp those who are called according to His purpose
Romans 1:1-7:*Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jestddled as an apostle, set apart for
the gospel of GodAwhich He promised before-hand through His prophetsn the
holy Scriptures, *concerning His Son, who was born of a descendabtwid according
to the flesh,'who was declared the Son of God with power by #saimrection from the
dead, according to the spirit of holiness, JesussCaur Lord,5through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about thedience of faith among all the
Gentiles, for His name’s sakkamong whonyou also are the called of Jesus Chrisfto
all who are beloved of God in Roneglled as saintsGrace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 9:23-24:2°And He did so in order that He might make knownribbes of His
glory upon vessels of mercyhich He prepared beforehand for glory, *%even us,
whom He also_callednot from among Jews only, but also from amongtiBen
1 Corinthians 1:9: God is faithful, through whorypou were _called into fellowship with
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Corinthians 1:22-24: %For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks searchigdom;
Zput we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumblitugk, and to Gentiles foolishness,
#put to those who are the_calledboth Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God.
2 Thessalonians 2:14:And it was for thifHe called you through our gospelthat you
may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Timothy 6:12: Fight the good fight of faititake hold of the eternal life to which you
were called and you made the good confession in the presgfimoany witnesses.
2 Timothy 1:8-11: ®Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony pf.otd, or of me
His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for tigespel according to the power of God,
who has saved us, and called us with a holy callingot according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which wastgd us in Christ Jesus from all
eternity, “but now has been revealed by the appearing of auioSChrist Jesus, who
abolished death, and brought life and immortalityight through the gospeftfor which
| was appointed a preacher and an apostle andlaetea
Hebrews 9:15: And for this reason He is the mediator of a newenant, in order that
since a death has taken place for the redemptionh®ftransgressions that were
committed under the first covenarthose who have been_called may receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance
1 Peter 5:10: And after you have suffered for a little whilagtGod of all gracexyho
called you to His eternal glory in Christ will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and
establish you.
Scripture also speaks of our salvation asléng by God, i.e., a divine favor or privilege which
has been given to all the saints.
Romans 11:28-29:%From the standpoint of the gospel they are enefoiegour sake,
but from the standpoint of God’s choice they areve for the sake of the fathef&or
the gifts and the_calling of God are irrevocable
1 Corinthians 1:1-3: 'Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the@fGod, and
Sosthenes, our brothétp the church of God which is at Corinth, to thede® have been
sanctified in Christ Jesusaints by calling with all who in every place call upon the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and od@race to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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1 Corinthians 1:26-29: *°For consider your calling , brethren that there were not
many wise according to the flesh, not many migimyt many noble?’but God has
chosenthe foolish things of the world to shame the wiesedGod has choserthe weak
things of the world to shame the things which arensg), ?and the base things of the
world and the despise@od has chosenthe things that are not, that He might nullife th
things that are’that no man should boast before God.

Ephesians 1:18-19a:* pray that the eyes of your heart may be enligkdeso that you
may know what is thdiope of His calling what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saint§’and what is the surpassing greatness of His pooveartl us
who believe.

Hebrews 3:1: Therefore,holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling consider
Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confessio

Question #170: According to the above passages, who is the iaitiat our salvation?

Is this clear teaching of Scripture difficult fooly to accept? If so, read these
passages again, prayerfully asking God to open heart to receive this truth with joy and
contentment.

All the Elect will be Saved
The[Bible plainly declares that everyone God théhn&achooses for salvation will be saved and
glorified. God is sovereign, and His purpose teesdis people (those He elects, predestines and
calls) cannot be frustrated. God works everytlafigr the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11),
including His plan of redemption. Consider the égof our Lord Jesus Christ:

John 6:37-39: *"All that the Father gives Me shall come to Meand the one who

comes to Me | will certainly not cast outFor | have come down from heaven, not to do

My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me°And this is the will of Him who sent

Me, that of all that He has given Me | lose nothingbut raise it up on the last day.
Notice how Jesus affirms theertainty of salvation ofall whom the Father has given Him. Oh,
what comfort for the saints! The very purpose lohighty God, which cannot be thwarted,
upholds their final salvation. This great truth lvbe examined further under the doctrine of
Eternal Security. For now, consider the followiregses:

Acts 13:48: And when the Gentiles heard this, they begaridieg and glorifying the

word of the Lord; anéis many as had been appointed to eternal life belied.
How many believedAs many as had been appointed to eternal,lifes a consequence of the
divine appointment (predestinatiordod acted upon them in a calling of regeneratiogramt
them the gift of faith so they could believe, amd many” did.

Romans 8:29-30:%*For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to becooméormed

to the image of His Son, that He might be the Bissh among many brethreffand

whom He predestined, these He also called; and whoie called, these He also

justified; and whom He justified, these He also gldfied.
How many of those whom God foreknew and predestineshlvation were also called,
justified, and glorified?All!

Question 171: Describe your initial reaction to this scriptutalth.

The Golden Chain
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Romans 8:28-30has been rightly described #¥ golden chain of salvatiorbecause of its
profound assurance that God’s purpose in salva@mmot be thwarted by anyone or anything. It
describes the effectual calling of salvation oni§ttan believers.

Romans 8:28-30:°And we know that God causes all things to work thgefor good to those

who love Godto those who are called according to His purposé®For whom He foreknew,

He also predestinedo become conformed to the image of His Son, feamight be the first-

born among many brethreffandwhom He predestined, these He also called; and whoHe

called, these He also justified; and whom He jusidd, these He also glorified.
Notice first that, in theffectual callingof His saints, God is the divine initiator of sativn and
strong protector of those whom He has chosen te.sav

Romans 8:28: And we know thatsod causes all things to work together for goodb

those who love Godp those who are called according to His purpose
Surely the highest good of those God has “callembraing to His purpose” is their salvation.
He causesall things to work together to accomplish this@fpe purpose as well as all His other
purposes for them. He will draw them, regenerag&n, gift them with repentance and saving
faith in Christ, and bring them to conversion. fit#e will continue working in them through
the indwelling power of His Holy Spirit to conforthem to the image of Jesus Christ before
finally glorifying them in Heaven.

1 Peter 1:3-5: °Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCho according

to His great mercy hasaused us to be born agairto a living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de&m, obtain an inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade awayreserved in heaven for youwyho

are protected by the power of God though faitHor a salvation ready to be revealed in

the last time.

Philippians 2:12-13: **So then, my beloved, just as you have always ohayetdas in

my presence only, but now much more in my absemog out your salvation with fear

and trembling;for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His

good pleasure
Second, we see that God predestined thoséoke&new (fore-loved) to “be conformed to the
image of” Christ. Being conformed to the imageQGifrist is a process that begimg; God’s
work in us at salvation and is completedby His work in us at glorification. The
“predestination” has a final destination of the gbeted work of sanctification (which we call
Glorification when the saints are finally changgdGod with glorified bodies).

Romans 8:29: For whom He foreknew, He also predestinedo become conformed to the

image of His Son, that He might be the firstborroaghmany brethren;
Thus, thadestinyof those God foreknew has bgae-destinedpre-determined) by God.

Ephesians 1:5-6: °He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jes@hrist to

Himself, according to the kind intention of His wifto the praise of the glory of His

grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Belove

Ephesians 1:11-12: In Him 'falso we have obtained an inheritanbaying been

predestined according to His purpose who works alhings after the counsel of His

will, *%to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEtshould be to the praise of

His glory.
Third, consider this concise summary of the sabvafirocess.

Romans 8:30: andwhom He predestined, these He also called; and whare called,

these He also justified; and whom He justified, thee He also glorified.
Clearly, those who have been predestined are c¢alfetithose who are called are regenerated by
the Spirit and saved through faith in the justifymwork of the Son. The calling of God is thus
effectualbecause His Holy Spirgffectssalvation in those who are called by moving therbe
willing accept the Gospel.
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John 6:65: And He was saying, “For this reason | have saigdu, thatno one can

come to Me, unless it has been granted him from theather.”
We have already seen treffectual calling at work in many who were saved in the narrative
passages of Acts. Paul, Lydia and Cornelius degvaxamples.

Question 172: According to the passages quoted above, whaeptethe links in “the golden
chain” from being broken?

What does this tell you about the security of ysaivation?

Is saving Grace Irresistible?
Yes, it cannot be resisted because salvation ipersatural work of God in regeneration. Could
Lazarus have resisted his resurrection from thel?lgaod has, in eternity past, elected and
predestinedall who will come to saving faith through the irredt# or effectual calling
(working) of His Holy Spirit.The calling effects salvation in the elect

Deuteronomy 30:6: Moreoverthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart

of your descendants, to love the @RD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,

in order that you may live.

John 6:37: All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, anthe one who comes to

Me | will certainly not cast out.

John 6:44: No one can come to Me, unless the Father who seneMraws hint and |

will raise him up on the last day.

John 6:65: And He was saying, “For this reason | have saigdu,that no one can

come to Me, unless it has been granted him from theather.”
Regeneration, which precedes and enables belidaitly is an irresistible working of God’s
Holy Spirit that changes sinners’ hearts and mindises them from spiritual death to spiritual
life, and implants within them the nature of Godhis work of the Spirit is accomplished
according to the Father’s good will and cannothyeatrted by the creature.

Titus 3:4-7: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hi lfor mankind appearethle

saved us,not on the basis of deeds which we have done htaigisness, but according to His

mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by théloly Spirit, *whom He poured

out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savtbat being justified by His gracewe might

be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life

Ezekiel 36:26-27:**Moreover | will give you a new heart and put a new spiritwvithin

you; and | will remove the heart of stone from yowesth and give you a heart of flesh.

#’And | will put My Spirit within you and causeyou to walk in My statutes andyou

will be careful to observeMy ordinances.

Romans 8:9: However,you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit

of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, does not

belong to Him.

1 John 4:13: By thiswe know that we abide in Him and He in us, becaudde has

given us of His Spirit.

Romans 8:16-17: '°The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are

children of God, and if children, heirs alsdeirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ

if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we mdgabe glorified with Him.
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Question 173: According to the verses above, what is Holy $pirble in regeneration?

Question 174: Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving for the H@ypirit's work in your life.

David N. Steelecomments:
“The gospel invitation extends a call to salvatimneveryone who hears
its message. It invites all men without distinctiorrink freely of the water of life
and live. It promises salvation to all who repamid believe. But this outward
general call, extended to the elect and non-eléigeawill not bring sinners to
Christ. Why? Because men are by nature deadnirmisd are under its power.
They are of themselves unable and unwilling toafloesheir evil ways and to turn
to Christ for mercy. Consequently, the unregerenatll not respond to the
gospel call to repentance and faith. No amountextiernal threatenings or
promises will cause blind, deaf, dead, rebellioumers to bow before Christ as
Lord and to look to Him alone for salvation. Swhact of faith and submission
is contrary to the lost man’s nature.
Therefore, the Holy Spirit, in order to bring Gedélect to salvation,
extends to them a special inward call in additiortlte outward call contained in
the gospel message. Through this special calHiblg Spirit performs a work of
grace within the sinner which inevitably brings hionfaith in Christ . . .
Although the general outward call of the gospeh dz, and often is,
rejected, the special inward call of the Spirit eefails to result in the conversion
of those to whom it is made. This special calhas made to all sinners but is
issued to the elect only! The Spirit is in no vependent upon their help or
cooperation for success in His work of bringingrthéo Christ. It is for this
reason that Calvinists speak of the Spirit's caldaof God’s grace in saving
sinners as being ‘efficacious,’ ‘invincible,” onresistible.” For the grace which
the Holy Spirit extends to the elect cannot be thadbor refused, it never fails to
bring them to true faith in Christ!®’
Let's review: How are people saved? By exercidimgir human wisdom and choosing to
follow Christ? Or byGod choosingto save them before they were born, before thelydume
anything good or bad, and then powerfully callihgrh in regeneration at some point in their
life?
Romans 9:10-12: °And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, wélem had conceived
twins by one man, our father Isadtfor though the twinsvere not yet born, and had not done
anything good or bad, in order that God’s purpose acording to His choice might standnot
because of works, but because of Him who c#liswas said to her, “The older will serve the
younger.”

3" David N. Steeld@he Five Points of Calvinism: Defined, Defendedgimented P&R Publishing 1963 page 48
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Romans 9:15-16,18: **For He says to Mose$| will have mercy on whom | have
mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | have ogpassion.” '°So thenit does
not depend on the man who wills or the man who rungut on God who has mercy. . .
. 1830 then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He dens whom He desires.

Question 175: What does this say about people’s ability tostebie Spirit's work in salvation?

Could Paul have chosemt to be God’s appointed instrument to take the Gaspihe Gentiles?
Could Jeremiah have decided not to lés@oophet to the nations?
Could you have refused the Holy Spirit’s call tpeat and believe the Gospel?

Daniel 4:35: And all the inhabitants of the earth are countedi@hing,But He does
according to His will in the host of heaven And amiag the inhabitatns of earth; And
no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, “What last Thou done?”
Acts 9:13-16: ®But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from mabgut this man,
how much harm he did to Thy saints at Jerusalem'“and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who call upon Thy main**But the Lord said to himGo,
for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My ame before the Gentiles and
kings and the sons of Israel**for | will show him how much he must suffer for My
name’s sake.”
Galatians 1:15-17: **But when He who had set me apart, even from my mother's
womb, and called me through His gracewas pleasebﬁto reveal His Son in me, that |
might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not irdiately consult with flesh and
blood, *'nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were tigbefore me; but | went
away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.
Jeremiah 1:4-5: “Now the word of the brD came to me saying:Before | formed you
in the womb | knew you, And before you were born Iconsecrated you; | have
appointed you a prophet to the nations
With this in mind, let us consider again whethemot we would take a Semi-Pelagian or an
Augustinian view of this doctrine.

Man’s will is free and he can Human Effectual The calling of God to the elect does
successfully resist the Spirit's call. Resistance Ca"ing effect salvation infallibly.

We have seen that the Bible clearly teaches thasGeall to the elect actually effects their
salvation infallibly (without fail).

Question #176: How will you respond to God’s word on this subjec
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Notes:

134



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

The Sovereignty of God

Part 4: In Salvation
Particular Redemption

What Does the Bible Say?
God’s work of redemption cannot be bathiversal andparticular. The language of Scripture
reveals which it is. The following are just a feWwthe Scriptures affirming that: (1) the benefits
of Christ’'s atonement are thlefinite possession of the Churchparticular (believers); and, (2)
the sufficient work of Christ guarantees to thecebdl of God's promises of reconciliation and
eternal blessing. The words, we, our,andthey in these passages indicate that the merit of
Christ’'s atonement belongs to His Chunelparticular.

Matthew 1:21: And she will bear a Son; and you shall call Himealesus, for it ikle

who will save His people from their sins.

John 10:11: | am the good shepherthe good shepherd lays down His life for the

sheep

Acts 20:28: Be on guard for yourselves and for all the floakpong which the Holy

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd theklmirGodwhich He purchased with

His own blood

Romans 5:8-11:®But God demonstrates His own love towas] in that whilewe were

yet sinnersChrist died for us. *Much more then, having now been justified by His

blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Hifor if while we were

enemieswe were reconciled to God through the death of HiSon much more, having

been reconciledye shall be savedy His life. “And not only this, but we also exult in

God through our Lord Jesus Chrisghrough whom we have now received the

reconciliation.

Romans 8:31-34: *What then shall we say to these things? If Gotbiisus, who is

againstus? **He who did not spare His own Son, blelivered Him up for us all, how

will He not also withHim freely give us all things? *Who will bring a charge against

God’s elect? God is the one who justifieé‘fwho is the one who condemnsChrist

Jesus is Hewho died, yes, rather who was raised, who is atright hand of Godiwho

also intercedes for us.

2 Corinthians 5:21: He madeHim who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that &

might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Galatians 1:3-5: ®Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and_one Jesus

Christ,“who gave Himself for our sins, that He might delivieus out of this present evil

age, according to the will of our God and Fatlier,whom be the glory forevermore.

Amen.

Galatians 3:13: Christ redeemed usfrom the curse of the Lavaaving become a curse

for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangsaotree”—

Ephesians 1:7:In Him we have redemption through His blood the forgiveness of our

trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, .

Ephesians 5:25-27: ®Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also dotree church

andgave Himself up for her *that He mightsanctify her, having cleansed her by the

washing of water with the word’that He might present to Himself the church inhat

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thitgit that she should be holy and

blameless

Colossians 1:13-14: “For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and

transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Sofiin whom we have redemptionthe

forgiveness of sins.
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Titus 3:5-7: °He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by thehmg of regeneration and renewing

by the Holy Spirit,’whom Hepoured out upon us richly through Jesus Christour

Savior, 'thatbeing justified by His gracewe might be made heirs according to the hope

of eternal life.

Hebrews 10:14: For by one offering He has perfectedor all time those who are

sanctified.

1 Peter 2:21-24:*For you have been called for this purpose, sincésCalsosuffered

for you, leaving you an example for you to follofwho committed no sin, nor was any

deceit found in His moutH?and while being reviled, He did not revile in retuwhile

suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entngstHimself to Him who judges

righteously;**andHe Himself bore our sinsin His body on the cross, thae might die

to sin and live to righteousness; fiyr His woundsyou were healed

1 John 1:6-7: °If we say we have fellowship with Him and yet warkthe darkness, we

lie and do not practice the truttibut if we walk in the light as He Himself is in thight,

we have fellowship with one another, ahe blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from

all sin.
These passages (and many more) clearly affirm Gtaist's work definitely secures for the
Churchin particular all the benefits of reconciliation to God. Thaegfis rarely disputed. What
is often disputed is that the Churalonereceives these benefits.

Question 177: Reread the above passage, circling specific wordphrases affirming that
Christ’'s atonement applied specifically to thosed@as chosen for salvation. Based on this
evidence, are you willing to accept this doctrine? Explain your answer.

Does the Bible teach universal atonement?
Since the Bible teaches that only those who belareejustified, it necessarily implies that the
benefits of Christ’s atonement avet afforded to unbelievers.

Romans 3:21-25a: *'But now apart from the Law the righteousness of @ad been

manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Hetspeventhe righteousness of

God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those whabelieve for there is no distinction;

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory@dd, **being justified as a gift by His

grace through the redemption which is in Christ JeStwhom God displayed publically

as a propitiation in His bloaithrough faith .
Clearly, salvation is given to those whom God chtusgive it before time began. Clearly,
salvation is brought to pass in time through tHeatfial calling of the Holy Spirit and results in
regeneration.

Romans 8:28-30:*°And we know that God causes all things to work thegefor good to

those who love Godp those who are called according to His purposé®For whom

He foreknew, He also predestinedo become conformed to the image of His Son, that

He might be the first-born among many brethfémdwhom He predestined, these He

also called; and whom He called, these He also jifsd; and whom He justified,

these He also glorified.
God's effectual calling brings the sinner to rej@ice and faith through the enabling work of
God’s Holy Spirit. This results in conversion, tifisation and imputation, as well as ultimate
sanctification and glorification. At the point oépentance and faith, sinners gustified
because God’'s wrath against their sins has beesfisat(ropitiated. Their guilt has been
removed from themeipiated, and they are declared righteous in Christ (irapan).
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Romans 3:25-28:. . .*whom God displayed publicly aspeopitiation in His blood through
faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, Isecauthe forbearance of God He passed
over the sins previously committetffor the demonstration, | say, of His righteousnasshe
present time, that He might be just dhd justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus*Where
then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kindaf? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.
*®For we maintain thad man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Believers in Christ are thisavedirom God’s wrath through Christ’s work pfstification.
Romans 5:9: Much more thenhaving now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from the wrath of God through Him

Question #178: On what basis are believers saved?

Question #179: How does this guarantee that all the glory fa $lalvation of sinners goes to
God alone?

Some passages of Scripture seem to imply that Ghiagonement was universal. Do the
benefits of the atonement extend to unbelievers® dbrist die for the sins of people who will
never be saved?

John 1:29: The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and ‘@dthold, the Lamb of

Godwho takes away the sin of the world!

1 John 2:1-2: *My little children, | am writing these things toyahat you may not sin.

And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with théa&a Jesus Christ the righteofesnd

He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; andt fior ours only, buglso for those of

the whole world.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19: ®Now all these things are from God, who reconciledta

Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministryr@fonciliation,*namely, thatGod

was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself not counting their trespasses against

them, and He has committed to us the word of ratation.

1 John 4:14: And we have beheld and bear witness that theeFats sent the Son to be

the Savior of the world
If God, through the work of Jesus Christ, iaken away the sin of the worlthrough the
propitiation of sins,how can He righteously punish unbelievers in leltording to the perfect
and good justice of God? Since Scripture cannotradict itself, these individual passages must
be understood in the whole context of Scripturehusl these passages cannot mean that the
specific sins of all the peopl® the world have beepropitiated. Scripture definepropitiation
is the satisfaction of God’s wrath against sirglsio teaches that apart from repentance and faith,
sinners are doomed by the wrath of God. If thevaljmassages could be understood to mean the
benefits of the atonement extend to all peopleyavieere, then preaching the Gospel would be
unnecessary. If the sins of the whole world halveady beentaken awayand propitiated,
repentance and faith are unnecessary for salvalioere is no need for the Gospel. We might
even say there is no need for a Bible! Of coussece God’'s Word isvholly true, these
passages cannot be understood in a way that iav@didhe rest of Scripture. How should we
understand these passages in the light of the wdmlasel of God? Wmustunderstand that
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although Christ’s sacrificial death on the Cross wafficient to save all, it was nadfficacious
for all. The atonement is sufficient to propitisitte sins of all, but only proficient for believers.

Question #180: What primary truth about Scriptuneust beapplied as we seek understanding
of John 1:29, 1 John 2:1-2, 2 Corinthians 5:18&t®@l 1 John 4:147

Why is it absolutely necessary that we do this?

Hebrews 2:9: But we do see Him who has been made for a littide lower than the

angels, namely, Jesus, because of the sufferimgath crowned with glory and honor,

that by the grace of Gdde might taste death for everyone
If Christ has alread$tasted death for everyonethen why is there any need at all for anyone to
die? Is it not rather plain that this “tasting th#as not meant to imply that it will cover atone
for the sins of non-elect people, for they will wadty “taste death” themselves. The
Reformation Study Bible regarding Hebrews 2:9 is very helpftiHere, ‘everyone’ must be
understood in the light of the context and of thsults of Jesus’ death described elsewhere in
Hebrews. It refers to the ‘many sons’ whom Goddsito glory (v.10), whom Jesus calls
‘brothers’ (v. 11). Those for whom Jesus tasteatlievere made holy and perfect once for all
by His sacrifice (10:10,14), their consciences oked from acts that lead to death (9:14), so
they are freed from the fear of death (2:14,15). dpntrast, there are those (even within
Christian congregations) who do not trust the Sanh dubject Him to ridicule (6:6). For them,
‘there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, lautearful expectation of judgment’ (10:26,27).
Thus ‘everyone’ here includes all those (but orlipse) who persevere in trusting Jesus
(3:6,14).” See here how important understanding texts im tugitext really is!

Sufficient but not Efficacious
When the Bible speaks dthe sins of the whole world”or “the sins of the world,” it is
addressing thsufficiency of Christ’'s atonement rather than its efficacyhri€t would not have
had to suffer any more or any less if God had ahéseave more or fewer people. Tdfécacy
of Christ’'s atonement addresses #pplication of Christ’'s suffering to particular sinners who
come to Christ in faith believing. Only those Guak specifically chosen to save aenefited
by Christ's atoning death because only they pos&ess$ given gift of saving faith. Hell is a
reality which portrays that the atonemenhd benefiting the non-elect (and unbelieving) in
the same wayit is benefiting the elect and believing.
Ephesians 1:7-8a: ‘In Him we have redemption through His blood the forgiveness obur
trespassesaccording to the riches of His grabehich Helavishedupon us
Although the free offer of the Gospel goes outht® whole world the benefit of the atonement
is received only by those who believe the GospEhe efficacy of Christ's death is applied
(made specifically effective for particular peopld)enthey place their faith (believe and rely)
on Christ for salvation. Christ’'s atonement rersaion-effectual for those who do not place
their faith in it. Propitiation of sins andustification before God onlyesult from grace alone
by faith alone in Christ alone.
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Romans 3:21-25a...28 *'But now apart from the Law, the righteousness ofl Gas

been manifested, being witnessed by the Law an@tbghets?’eventhe righteousness

of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all thosewho believe for there is no

distinction; *%or all have sinned and fall short of the glory@bd, **being justified as a

gift by His gracethrough the redemption which is in Christ Jesus “whom God

displayed publicallyas a propitiation in His blood through faith.... **For we maintain

thata man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.
Scripture passages that describe Christ’'s deatiaersal in scope are clearly consistent with
the full counsel of God. Christ’'s death, as thefgm unblemished sacrifice, isfinite in its
ability and power to atone fdhe sins of the whole worldput limited in its application to those
who, as a result of God’s work of regenerationerg@nd place their faith in Jesus Christ.. The
Bible plainly declares thatedemptionis applied inparticular and onlyto people who believe
the Gospel with saving faith. This is dores a result of God's foreknowledge and
predestination. All of God’s elect come to this saving faith by thdeetual calling and
regeneration oiflis Holy Spirit, which faith is a gift given in regeneration.

Question #181: In your own words, explain the relationship betwehesufficiencyof Christ’s
atonement and itefficacy.

Particular Redemption can be reasoned from the Deee
The Church is ultimately saved by Goéternal decree God purposedrom the beginning to
redeem a specific group of people for His own pssea. Each member of the Trinity
participated in the redemption of this group, theufch, the bride of Christ. God the Father
plannedredemption (by election and foreknowledge), God $ioa purchasedredemption (by
atonement), and God the Spaftpliedredemption (by regeneration).
2 Timothy 1:8-10: ®*Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony ofLoud, or of me His
prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the ges$ according to the power of Gotiyho has
saved us, and called us with a holy calling, natoeaing to our worksbut according to His
own purpose and grace which was granted us in ChtiSesus from all eternity, *°but now has
been revealed by the appearingaf Savior, Christ Jesus, who abolished death, aniorought
life and immortality to light through the gospd, for which | was appointed a preacher and an
apostle and a teacher.
Romans 8:29-30: *For whom He foreknew, He also predestinedto become
conformed to the image of His Son, that He mightheefirstborn among many brethren;
%and whom He predestined, these He also callednd whom He called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He alsarigiied.
Romans 3:21-25a: *'But now apart from the Law the righteousness of @ad been
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Hatsp*“even the righteousness of
God through in Jesus Christ for all those who Ivetidor there is no distinctiori¥for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of Gbtheing justified as a gift by His grace
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus?whom God displayed publically as
a propitiation in His blood through faith.
Titus 3:4-7: “But when the kindness of God our Savior and Hiseléer mankind
appeared‘?He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we Hame in righteousness,
but according to His merchy the washing of regeneration and renewing by theloly
Spirit, *whom He poured out upon us richly through JesussCbur Savior,that being
justified by His grace we might be made heirs adicgy to the hope of eternal life.
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Question #182: In your own words, describe the role of each &ers the Trinity in redeeming
sinners.

Thus, we affirm Scripture’s clear teaching that Gladl in fact,decreefrom eternity past to save
specific individuals who would comprise the ChuafhJesus Christ. The unfolding of history
progressively validates this great truth. God’'spde are being effectually called by His Spirit,
redeemed from sin, and reconciled to God throughwilork of His Son for the purpose of
enjoying God and glorifying Him forever. Scriptuteaches that whatever comes to pass has
beeneternally decreed by God This means that God has predetermined all ofetrents of
history. The theological term for this divine adtyvis foreordination. God hasfore (before
time began),ordained (determined) all that comes to pass. JonathanaEtsvhelpfully
explained: “Whether God has decreed all things ¢var come to pass or not, all that own the
being of a God, own that He knows all things beifared. Now, it is self-evident that if He
knows all things beforehand, He doth approve of ther doth not approve of thenthat is, He

is either willing they should be, or He is not wilj they should beBut to will that they should
be is to decree therh

In the final analysis, the question, “To whom dtes atonement apply?” has only one scriptural
answer: the believer in Christ. We have seentti@benefits of the atonement are efficacious
for believersonly. Thus, redemption in Christ Jesus saaticular redemption

Ephesians 1:7-8a:‘In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiverss

of our trespassesaccording to the riches of His grabehich He lavished upon us.

Revelation 5:9-10: °And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art Ttmtake the

book, and to break its sealer Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God wit Thy

blood men from every tribe and tongue and people ahnation. °And Thou has

made them to be a kingdom and priests to our Gqgdand they will reign upon the

earth.”

Question #183: How do the highlighted phrases in the above passaggicate that our
redemption in Jesus Christ is a particular redemnfti

Christ’s Priesthood is Exclusive
Scripture clearly teaches that Christ is not iredneg for unbelievers. If He were, they would
have an advocate with God and enjoy the benegatation through Christ’s perfect mediation.
However, this isnot the case. The Bible plainly declares that Christisrifice of atonement
benefits only believers in Christ.

Ephesians 3:8-12:*To me, the very least of all saints, this grace gigen, to preach to

the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Chrisind to bring to light what is the

administration othe mystery which for ages has been hidden in Godho created all

things; *%in order that the manifold wisdom of God might nba made known through

the church to the rulers and the authorities in hieavenly places.This was in
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accordance with the eternal purpose which He carr@ out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
4in whom we have boldness and confident access thghufaith in Him.
Hebrews 10:10-15:'°By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all ™And every priest stands daily ministering and
offering time after time the same sacrifices, whielm never take away sinsbut He,
having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time sat down at the right hand of God,
¥waiting from that time onward until His enemiesrhade a footstool for His fe€fFor
by one offering He has perfected for all time thoserho are sanctified
When Jesus prays for the church in His high pygsthyer, He does not pray for the world, nor
for unbelievers, but specifically for those theheathas given Him. His prayer of intercession
for His own will be answered by the Father abstyua®d completely in the course of time.
John 17:9, 20-21:°l ask on their behalf; | do not ask on behalf of tie world, but of
those whom Thou hast given Mgfor they are Thine; . . 29 do not ask in behalf of
these alone, bidbr those also who believe in Me through their worg?'that they may
all be one;even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Theat they also may be in Us;
that the world may believe that Thou didst sent me.
Other passages also affirm that His intercessidoribelievers only.
Romans 8:33-34:*Who will bring a charge against God's elect?God is the one who
justifies;34who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is Hedidd, yes, rather who
was raised, who is at the right hand of Getlp also intercedes for us
Hebrews 4:14-15Since therwe have a great high priestvho has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us holdofastonfession **For we do not have a
high priest who cannot sympathize with our weakegsbut one who has been tempted
in all things as we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 7:25: Hence, also, He is able to save foreterse who draw near to God
through Him, sinceHe always lives to make intercession fahem

Question #184: If you are a Christian, write a brief prayer babksgiving to God for choosing
you for salvation. If you are not a Chrisian butul like to be, write a brief prayer asking God
to guide you into genuine repentance and faith.
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 4. In Salvation
Eternal Security

Someone may ask, “Is my salvation secure, or d¢aselit.” As you read on we will see how the
Bible will answer this question in detail. For th@ment, be assured that if the security of our
salvation depended on our ability to remain faithduGod, we would all be hopelessly lost. The
security of our salvation does not depend on otlityalo keep faith, but on the greatness of the
One in whom we have faith. He will never leavdarsake those who are His. He is the good
shepherd, who gives eternal life to His sheep;m®ar no thing is able to snatch them out of His
hand (John 10:26-30). Jesus Himself will see tthatt we make it to heaven. We can rest
assuredthat we have eternal life if we have been bornraba the power of the Holy Spirit.
The |Bible plainly declares that those who trulyidet will persevere to the end by Christ's
power.

Colossians 3:3-4: ®For you have died angour life is hidden with Christ in God. “When

Christ, who is our life, is revealed, thgou also will be revealed with Him in glory.

1 Peter 1:3-5: *Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCivho according

to His great mercy hasaused us to be born again to a living hop¢hrough the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the deéi, obtain an inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade awagerved in heaven for yotwho are

protected by the power of God through faithfor a salvation ready to be revealed in the

last time.
God has “caused us to be born again to a livingghap. to obtain an inheritance.” Being born
again by God’s power generates vibrant hope in feavenly inheritance because Ve
protected by the power of God through faith.” higihope results from assurance that no one
can thwart the mighty purpose of God to protecthueugh faith, insuring that we will indeed
receive the promised inheritance. The foundatioausfhope could not be any more secure! Not
even the darkest day of doubt and trouble can remsvrom His mighty hand.

They Shall Never Perish
The teaching of Jesus also affirms that we shalfalbaway.

John 10:27-29: ?’My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and thudips Me; *®and

| give eternal life to them, and they shall never grish; andno one shall snatch them

out of My hand. *My Father, who has given them to Me, is greaten #i§ andno one

is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand
Here Jesus described the unassailable securibhpsétthe Father has given to Him. They “shall
never perish” because thégave “eternal life.” Eternal life is life thatcannot end; it extends
forever. Thus, we who are in His hand are absolutelyrgeaw one or no thing can break His
grip on us. As if this were not enough to affirmr gecurity, He further asserts, “My Father,
who has given them to Me, is greater than all; aadone is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hand.” Christ’'s unbreakable grip on Hisep is further strengthened by the hand of the
Father. Through the combined power of God thedfadind God the Son, all the saved will be
kept forever, having eternal life. The Bible plgirdeclares that the final perseverance of the
saints does not lie in the strength of their willt bn the power of God. Our salvation is
ultimately a transaction between Father and Sdme Hather gives; the Son receives; the power
of both secures the transaction. Those given t&treby the Father will never be lost.
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John 6:39-40: **And this is the will of Him who sent Me, thef all that He has given

Me | lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.*For this is the will of My Father,

that everyone who beholds the Son and believesirim Hhay have eternal life; and

Myself will raise him up on the last day
Jesus says that He will lose none of those theeFdiths given Him but will raise them up “on
the last day.” Those who believe in Him @exure. They are safe ilis hands. He will raise
them up on the last day, and they will live forevé&he life He gives isternal. Those who twist
the clear meaning of this text to say that belisvier Christ are not secure in their faith
discourage the saints by misrepresenting the witineir security. Dear Christian, do not be
misled! Hold fast to this glorious promise! Ounepherd, Jesus Christ, will see us through to
the end. We who belong to Him shall never perish.

Question #185: According to John 10:26-30, what distinguishes/“sheep” (those who belong
to Jesus Christ) from other sheep?

Question #186: According to John 10:29 and 1 Peter 1:3-5, hoasdmne become one of Jesus’
sheep?

Question #187: What great assurance is given to Jesus’ she@plimssians 3:3-4 and 1 Peter
1:3-5?

Question #188 According to John 6:39-40 and 10:27-29, on whaishasour salvation secure?

The Saints will Persevere
The New Testament writers consistently affirm tnscial doctrine. We have already heard from
Peter and John; now let's consider the writingsPatil and Jude (the brother of Jesus). In
Romans 8, Paul solidly grounds the security oftbigever in the nature and purpose of God.
Romans 8:1-2: 'There is therefore nowo condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus %For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesussiset you free from the law of
sin and of death

Here Paul addresses the nature of Christ’'s atomiogk in accomplishing the Christian’s
justification. We areot condemnedy God’s Law because Christ has paid its penaltylicof
our sins—past, present, and future. We stand éd&tadtotally free of our debt of sin. Thus,
the law of sin and deatto longer applies to usWe now live undethe law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus. This is what it means to be a Christian! Ouvatibn issecurebecausall of
God’s wrath againstll of our sin has been fully absorbed by Jesus Classthe hymn writer
declares, “in my place condemned He stood!”.
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Consider now the profound truths about our secuartgt final perseverance taught in Romans
8:28-30, which has been aptly called “The GoldeaiGh
Romans 8:28-30: 2And we know thaiGod causes all things to work together for goodo
those who love Godio those who are called according to His purpose®For whom He
foreknew, He also predestinedo become conformed to the image of His Son, iHeatmight be
the first-born among many brethrefiand whom He predestined, these He also called; and
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom édjustified, these He also glorified.
The saints, those whom God foreknew (chose to sstlé¥e on beforehand) arealled
according to His purpose.In fulfilling His purpose for those chosen sinnee causes all
things to work together for their good. Would iiag to save those He has specifically chosen
for that purpose work together for their good? didr

Thedestinyof every Christian is to be conformed to theage of Christ. We shall be like Him
and share in His glory! This is also affirmed iruPaletter to the Philippians.

Philippians 3:20-21: ?°For our citizenship is in heaven, from which alse eagerly wait

for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Chridtyho will transform the body of our humble state

into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has

even to subject all things to Himself.
According to Romans 8:29, those God has callegékfuywn, and predestined shall dlerified.
He has elected them from all eternity. Is theng ossibility that they could be lost in the end?
No! Jude, the brother of our Lord, affirms ourws@y in Christ when He speaks of the keeping
power of Christ in relation to our final salvation.

Jude 24-25: **Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, ando make you

stand in the presence of His glory blameless with gjewnt®*to the only God our Savior,

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majestynidhion and authority, before all time

and now and forever. Amen.
The [Bible plainly declares th&od keeps us from stumbling. This means that God equips,
empowers, and motivates us to persevere so thdbowet finally fall away. This is affirmed in
Jude’s statement that God (“Himi§ able . . . to make you stand in the presenceédaf glory
blameless.Here again we see the divine nature of our salmaiiVe areblamelesgguiltless) in
His presence because of His ability to make ustlge. The guilt of all our sins has been
washed away by the blood of Jesus so that we $ta@dd’s presence blameless! Dear saint,
the Lord will “keep you from stumbling and make you stant¥ecause of Christ!

Romans 8:31-34: *What then shall we say to these thingfs@od is for us, who is

against us? **He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Hdjprfor us all, how

will He not also with Him freely give us all things*Who will bring a charge against

God's elect? God is the one who justifieswho is the one who condemns?
Rest assured, the saimtgl persevere to the end and be glorified in the presef God because
of His Almighty power, His immutable purpose to save His elect, &hdg Son’s all-sufficient
sacrifice of atonement at Calvary.

Question #189: In your own words, distinguish between the lawtred Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus and the law of sin and death.
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Question #190 From Romans 8:28-30, describe how God causekiafjd to work together for
good for those who love Him.

Question #191: According to Philippians 3:20-21 and Jude 24+RBat is every Christian’s
destiny?

Question #192: If you are a Christian, describe your persongkeexations of this destiny.

Question #193: In your own mind, answer each of the five quesiBaul asks in Romans 8:31-
34. Then write a brief prayer of thanksgiving tod¥or what He has done for you through Jesus
Christ.

Does the security of salvation depend on man or G&d
The Bible portrays us as sheep and Christ as the Gdepherd who will lose none that the
Father has given Him. Christ keeps us secure Wipguseternal life. Thus, our assurance is
rooted in His sovereign love and mighty power, inaiur human ability.

John 6:39: And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of #hat He has given Me |

lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.

John 10:27-29: ?’My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and thdipdv Me; ?and

| give eternal life to them, and they shall never grish; andno one shall snatch them

out of My hand. **My Father, who has given them to Me, is greaten thi§ andno one

is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand

1 Peter 1:3-5: °Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCho according

to His great mercyhas caused us to be born again to a living hopéarough the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the désmlpbtain an inheritance which is imperishable

and undefiled and will not fade away, reserveddaven for you’who are protected by

the power of God through faith for a salvationready to be revealed in the last time.

Jude 24-25:*Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and tanake you

stand in the presence of His glory blamelessith great joy**o the only wise God our

Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be gloryjestgt, dominion and authority, before

all time and now and forever. Amen.

Hebrews 10:14:*For by one offering He has perfected for all time liose who are

sanctified.

Ephesians 2:8-9: °For by grace you have been saved through faitrand that not of

yourselvesit is the gift of God, °not as a result of works that no one should boast.
Scripture presents salvation as a gift, not as sungewe earn. The works required to save us
are attributed to Jesus Christ, not to us. Wesaved becaudde has causedis to be born again
(1 Peter 1:3), not on the basis of our deeds lautvbrk of Christ (Titus 3:4-7). We apeotected
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by His power(1 Peter 1:5), saved lgyace (Ephesians 2:8-9fkustainedblameless until the end
(Jude 24), and made perfect forever by His saerffitebrews 10:11-14).

The security of our salvation does not rest on hureaength and ability, but on God’s
sustaining power. Perseverance in the faith is eveped by God’s Holy Spiriequipping,
enabling, and motivatingoelievers to faithfully pursue God’s kingdom aighteousness all the
days of their lives. Thus, we are saved (from ieigig to end) by God’s sovereign electing love
and sustaining power, not by any human ability éefk ourselves from falling. If salvation
depended on any human ability, we would be hoplgldsst. Scripture affirms thatrue
believers persevere by God’s power.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24?*Now may the God of peace HimsskHinctify you entirely;

and may your spirit and soul and body be preservedomplete, without blameat the

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ!Faithful is He who calls you, artde also will bring

it to pass
Here Paul extols God's faithfulness to those He baléed to salvation and instructed to
persevere in the faith. Hsanctifies us entirelyand preserves us completelgp that we are
without blameat the coming of our Lord. The security of our salvation rests firmly on God’
faithfulnessto us; wewill persevere because of His Spirit’s work in us.

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 “ thank my God always concerning you, for the gratesod

which was given you in Christ Jestthat in everything you were enriched in Him, in all

speech and all knowledgleven as the testimony concerning Christ was coefirim

you, 'so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaitiragerly the revelation afur Lord

Jesus Christ,"who shall also confirm you to the end, blamelesa the day of our Lord

Jesus Christ’God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship witis

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Philippians 1:6: For | am confident of this very thing, thdé who began a good work

in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Philippians 2:12-13: *?So then, my beloved, just as you have always ohayadas in

my presence only, but now much more in my absemogk out your salvation with

fear and trembling; “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for

His good pleasure.
Here the| Bible plainly declares that our final pserance isa matter of God’s persistent
faithfulness to those He has chosen. Dear saint, what additiewidence do you need to trust
that your salvation is secure? Believe God’s peainlf it is God’s purpose to save us finally,
who or what shall thwart this purpose of Almightgpd®

Question #194: How secure musternallife be?

Question #195: Based on Philippians 2:12-13 and Ephesians 511%20-13, explain in your
own words the relationship between perseveranteifaith and the security of salvation.

Sealed by the Holy Spirit

We have seen that the New Testament clearly tedabhesegeneration is an irreversible work of
God( pgs. 49-52update ). Those who have been born again cannot be uni@omeone will
ask, what about those who believe for a while |atgr commit apostasy and turn from the faith?
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We will answer that question after laying somestarial goundwork.The Bible clearly affirms
that: (1) those who have savingly believed the gaosipare sealed with the Holy Spiritand (2)
this sealingguaranteeghat they will inherit the kingdom. Scripture presents the Holy Spirit
as the earnest or deposit that guarantees etezdamption. Christians cannot lose their
salvation becaus@od sees to it that they remain in Christ. Salvai®not something they are
able to lose; it is aeternd relationship with God that they enter iftecause ofHis mighty
power and calling. If you are a child of God, thely Spirit has transformed your being by new
birth. This new birth implants the life of Godyou and seals you for the day of redemption.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22:*'Now He who establishes us with you in Christ andirsted us

is God,”who alsosealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts aspéedge
Here Paul described theealing of the Spirit as aledge In other words, it i@n earnest, a
down paymenton the full payment of redemption. The Greek wasgd here fopledgeis
“arrabon,” which meansa pledge, part of the purchase-money or propenrgmgiin advance as
security for the rest: earnestPaul clearly affirmed that our redemption is gaéead by God’s
down payment. He makes similar statements in Ephes

Ephesians 1:13-14:"%In Him, you also, after listening to the messageuth, the gospel

of your salvation—having also believeghu were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit

of promise, “who is given as a pledge of our inheritancewith a view to the

redemption of Gods own possession, to the praisésoflory.
When Christians receive the indwelling Holy Spaitsalvation, they are guaranteed redemption
because the Holy Spirit Himself is the guaranteadogynpayment on their inheritance. The
sealing of the Spirit isntoredemption.

Ephesians 4:30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of Goldy whom you were sealed

for the day of redemption.
Here Paul affirms that we are sealed for the pwpmdsedemption. The Bible plainly declares
that Christians aresealedby God for the divine purpose of being redeemedhe Tinal
perseverance and salvation of true believers insChe guaranteed by the very character and
nature of God: Hevill accomplishall His purposes.

John 5:24: Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My woethdbelieves Him who

sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come intadgment, but has passed out of

death into life.

Isaiah 46:9-11: "Remember the former things long pdsir | am God, and there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like Me*Declaring the end from the

beginning And from ancient times things which havenot been done, Saying, “My

purpose will be established, and | will accomplistall My good pleasure”; *'Calling a

bird of prey from the east, The man of My purposmT a far country. Truly | have

spoken; truly | will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely | will do it.

Question #196: Reread? Corinthians 1:21-22, Ephesians 1:14:14, Ephegl88s Then discuss
the sealing of the Holy Spirit being described iwmri@ure as apledge of God to
believers.

Eternal Security Results From Election

The primary reason we are saved is because God chose udvati@a from the beginning (2
Thessalonians 2:13). Those who are in Christ heeelect or chosenof God. Theywill
persevere in faith and repentanégod will work in those He has chosen to enable thdg the

148



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

power of the Holy Spirit to persevere in faith tba end.Scripture clearly states that those God
has predestined He will also glorify. Predestimatiguarantees receipt in heaven of an
inheritance already obtained by faith for the pwgof sharing in the glory of God.

Romans 8:29-30:%*For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to becooméormed

to the image of His Son, that He might be the lfisst among many brethreni®and

whom He predestined, these He also called; and whoie called, these He also

justified; and whom He justified, these He also glafied.

Romans 9:23-24:2°And He did so in order that He might make knownribbes of His

glory upon vessels of mercyhich He prepared beforehand for glory, *%even us,

whom He also callednot from among Jews only, but also from amongtiBen

Ephesians 1:11-12: In Him “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been

predestined according to His purposevho works all things after the counsel of His

will, *to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEishould be to the praise of

His glory.
Those God chose for salvation from before the fatiod of the world, He effectually called by
His Spirit and gave new birth (Regeneration). 8mnare converted when the divine gifts of
grace and faith empower them to repent of sin at@\e the Gospel. God’s Holy Spirit comes
to live in them, producing persevering sanctificatithat ultimately results in glorification, i.e.,
the redemption of their bodies which become immaatal incorruptible. Consider the wise
words ofR. L. Dabney. ““The perseverance of believers follows from thee and unchangeable
love of God the Father, which was the ground ofirtheing chosen unto salvation. The
Scriptures make it plain that the reason why Gaer eletermined to save any man was not His
seeing in him anything good, attractive or extemgatbut something without, known to His
wisdom, which was to God a good and wise reasdresbow His eternal love on that particular
sinner (Rom. 9:11, 16). This sovereign and unte@riove is the cause of the believer’s
effectual calling (Jer. 31:3; Rom. 8:30). Now,the cause is unchangeable, the effect will be
unchangeable. That effect is, the constant commatiait of grace to the believer in whom God
has begun a good work. God was not induced tamwedis renewing grace in the first instance,
by anything which He saw, meritorious or attractivethe repenting sinner; and therefore the
subsequent absence of everything in him would baaw motive to God for withdrawing His
grace. When He first bestowed that grace, He kiheivthe sinner on whom He bestowed it was
totally depraved, and wholly and only hateful imBelf to the divine holiness; and therefore no
new instance of ingratitude or unfaithfulness, dfich the sinner may become guilty after his
conversion, can be any provocation to God, to ckadg mind, and wholly withdraw His
sustaining grace. God knew all this ingratitudiolee... If He had not intended from the first to
bear with it, and to forgive it in Christ, He woubdt have called the sinner by His grace at first.
In a word, the causes for which God determinedetstdw His electing love on the sinner are
wholly in God, and not at all in the believer; dmehce, nothing in the believer’s heart or conduct
can finally change that purpose of lové&”

In Romans 8, Paul reasons from the election of &@watlithe priesthood of Christ to conclude that
we shall never be separated from His divine love.
Romans 8:33-35, 37-39*3Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?God is the one who
justifies; *who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is Hediéd, yes, rather who was
raisedwho is at the right hand of God, who also intercedefor us. *Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecutionfamine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? . . *But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquemotgh Him who
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loved us. *¥For | am convinced that neither death, nor lifer angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor pow&rmr height, nor depth, nor any other created
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of Godhich is in Christ Jesus our Lord
Is it not abundantly clear from these verses thatoeliever is secure? Is it not also clear that o
security rests wholly on God’s almighty power wadgi through the ministry of Christ’s
intercession? Scripture teaches that believersngler be separated from the love of God in
Christ. The love bestowed by God upon His chosapie is areternallove; it is everlasting.
Jeremiah 31:3: The LORD appeared to him from afar, sayind, Have loved you with an
everlasting love Therefore | have drawn you with lovingkindness.”
It might be helpful at this point to review the seo on Election and Foreknowledge where we
learned that the woribreknowledgevhen used in regard to predestination refers td ‘Giving
beforehand” those He chooses for salvation. Ther@af God’s electing love makes it eternal
and unchangeable.

Question 197: Reread Romans 8:29-30, 33-35, 37-39, Ephesians121and Jeremiah 31:3,
marking specific words, phrases, and sentencea#isate you (personally) that your salvation is
secure. Then, using God’s own words of assurangeupwrite a prayer thanking Him for your
salvation.

The Covenant of Redemption Guarantees the Securityf the Believer
The Covenant of Redemptiois anagreementbetween the members of the Godhead from
eternity past to save sinners chosen by God thrtheglwork of Christ by the power of the Holy
Spirit. The Fatheplannedredemption (2 Timothy 1:9) bglectingfrom all eternity the ones
(Ephesians 1:4) He will give to the Son as a giftus 1:2). The Soagreedto take on human
nature (Colossians 2:9) as a means of purchasoemetion at Calvary (Hebrews 10:7-9) by
mediating between God and those He has chosen (#0&34). The Holy Spiriagreedto: (1)
apply redemption to the elect through effectualimgland regeneration; (2) equip them to
persevere in sanctification; and (3) ultimatelyrgiothem. This Covenant of Redemption is the
first cause of salvation and holds within it the fulfillmentf salvation for every believer
foreknown and elected by God. The Bible plainlyldess that saints persevere until the end
becauseésod purposed from the beginning to séever.

Hebrews 7:25: Hence, alsoHe is able to save forevethose who draw near to God through

Him, sinceHe always lives to make intercession for them

John 6:39-40: **And this is the will of Him who sent Me, thaf all that He has given Me |

lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day."*For this is the will of My Father, that everyone

who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may haemnal life; and Myself will raise him up

on the last day
The very nature of God’s knowledge (omniscientlbk@aowing) requires that He knothe end
from the beginning.He knows the whole of human history before anytdiappens because
what He planned to happen He made to happen bprdisdential will. In time and space, the
Son of God and the Spirit of God accomplished théhé&r’'s plan of redemption, so thie
specific individualschosen by the Father to give to the Son are sseslgd and secured.

John 6:37-39: *All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, andhe one who comes to

Me | will certainly not cast out. *For | have come down from heaven, not to do My ovilh

but the will of Him who sent Me3°And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of al that

He has given Me | lose nothing, but raise it up othe last day.
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John 10:27-30: ?’My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and theyoflow Me; *®and |
give eternal life to them, and they will never gariandno one is able to snatch them out of
My hand. ?*My Father, who has given them to Me, is greaten thli andno one is able to
snatch them out of the Father’s hand.** and the Father are one.

John 17:24: Father | desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Md&e with Me where |
am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me; for Thou didst love
Me before the foundation of the world.

Question 198: What three Persons entered into the Covenant oéiRption?

Question 199: What did each of these Persons promise to do?

Question 200: Can any of these persons fail to keep His proPnise

Question 201: On what basis then, is our salvation secure?
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What Eternal Security is Not
The Bible plainly declares that all who truly bekewill in fact be saved and brought safely to
Heaven by God’s power This in no way contradicts clear biblical teaxhithat the
distinguishing marks of true believers are: (@bediencewhich comes from faith, and (2)
perseveranceo the end. The Bible plainly declares that theb® do not continue in faith and
obedience to the end prove that they are not bgama

Colossians 1:21-23:*'And although you were formerly alienated and hesitil mind,

engaged in evil deed$yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly botlyotugh

death, in order to present you before Him holy hiagneless and beyond reproach3

indeed you continue in the faith firmly establishedand steadfast, and not moved

away from the hope of the gospel that you have hedrwhich was proclaimed in all

creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, wadengaminister.

1 John 2:3-6: *And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if & keep His

commandments. “The one who says, “I have come to know Him, andsdue keep His

comanments, is a liar, and the truth is not in Rt whoever keeps His word, in him

the love of God has truly been perfected.By this we know that we are in Hinfthe

one who says he abides in Him ought himself to watke same manner as He walked.
The Bible is filled with warnings of falling awaynd exhortations tdwold fast the faith we
profess. We should not think that, since our dainais secure in Christ, we can indulge our
sinful flesh and still inherit the kingdom of Godid Christ’'s death give us a license to sin?
Absolutely not! Rather, it transformed our heamsl gave us the power to live for His glory.
Would any regenerate person delight in tramplirg ghrace of God and despising the blood of
Christ? God forbidBecause we are kept by God’s power, the gospel canas us to prove
our repentance by our deeds, and warns that tho$®wlo not persevere in faith shall be lost.
We are called to glorify God by reflecting His pave work in us byenduring in faith to the
end. Such endurance proves positively that we are san@d)y our power, but by God’s. We
will not persevere in sinless perfection, but wdhtinually repent when we sin and humbly seek
God's forgiveness through Christ. Faith thatds fastto Christ proves it is real. Only those
who willingly obligate themselves to obey Him irethower of His Spirit will see Heaven.

1 Corinthians 15:1-2: *Now | make known to you, brethren, the gospel whipheached to you,

which also you received, in which also you stabg,which also you are saved, if you hold fast

the word which | preached to you unless you believed in vain.

Hebrews 3:14-15: “*For we have become partakers of Chritwe hold fast the

beginning of our assurance firm until the end*while it is said, “Today if you hear His

voice, do not harden your hearts, as when theygex Me.”

Mark 13:13: And you will be hated by all on account of My rgnbutthe one who

endures to the end, he shall be saved

Ezekiel 36:26-27: *Moreover,| will give you a new heart and and put a new spiti

within you; and | will remove the heart of stone from yowsth and give you a heart of

flesh. “’And | will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,

and you will be careful to observe My ordinances
Eternal securityis not fire insurance. It does not guarantee ¢atyone wh@rofessedaith in
Christ and is accepted into the earthly fellowstfighe saints is eternally secure and will go to
Heaven. Our Lord frequently warned His disciplégh® serious consequences of departing
from the faith and lapsing into a fruitless lifdsty He taught them that the very nature of true
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saving faith produces perseverance in His Word amedience to His teaching. Jesus often
distinguished true disciples from mere professousually with exhortations to persevere to the
end in obedience and faith.

John 8:31-32: *Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who Hadmk Him, “if

you abide in My word, then you are truly disciplesof Mine; *and you shall know the

truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

John 15:1-2: 'l am the true vine, and My Father is the vinednes88very branch in

Me that does not bear fruit, He takes awayand every branch that bears fruit, He

prunes it, that it may bear more fruit.
Jesus effectively contrasted the life of true sg\vaith that bears the fruit of righteousness with
the life of complacency that accompanies mere peid@. His teaching is thoroughly seasoned
both with exhortations to bear fruit and warninggiast fruitlessness. It calls us to spiritually
productive lifestyles motivated by true love and@teon to Him. It affirms thafruitful faith is
a distinguishing mark afaving faith

John 15:5-8: °I am the vine, you are the branchke;who abides in Me, and | in him,

he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothin§f anyone does not abide

in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries ypand they gather them, and cast

them into the fire, and they are burnétf.you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,

ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for. §By this is My Father glorifiedthat

you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciple
Jesus’ Parable of the Sower clearly illustrates $haing faith is the only “soil” that produces the
“firm root” of perseverance required to bring fofthit.

Matthew 13:18-23:'®Hear then the parable of the sow&\wWhen anyone hears the word

of the kingdom, and does not understand it, theaé comes and snatches away what

has been sown in his heart. This is the one omwbkeed was sown beside the road.

“And the one on whom seed was sown on the rockgegldhis is the man who hears the

word, andmmediately receives it with joy;?'yet he has no firm root in himself, but is

only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word,

immediately he falls away *°And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns,

this is the man who hears the word, éinel worry of the world, and the deceitfulness

of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful >*And the one on whom seed was

sown on the good soil, this is the man who heaeswbrd and understands iho

indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundrdfold, some sixty, and some

thirty.
This fruit-bearing perseverance is the distinguighinark of true saving faith. Scripture clearly
teaches that falling away from the fellowship obfpssing, obedient, righteous believers to
pursue a life of sin and unbeliefapostasy

Question #202: What prevents the eternal security of the belidn@an becoming a “license to
sin”?

Question #203: How do we distinguish between true saving faitd ampty profession of faith?
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What is Apostasy?
Apostasy is generally defined as the determinetifuhviejection of Christ and His teachings by
a professing Christian.John Murray wisely explains:“It is in fact possible to give all the
outward signs of faith in Christ and obedience tionHto witness for a time a good confession
and show great zeal for Christ and His kingdom ahdn lose all interest and become
indifferent, if not hostile, to the claims of Chriand of His kingdom3® Scripture clearly
portrays Israel, at certain points in her hist@y,having forsaken and rejected God. Jesus used
the illustration of rocky places to portray apogtas

Matthew 13:20-21: *°And the one on whom seed was sown on the rockyepjabis is

the man who hears the word, dminediately receives it with joy; *yet he has no firm

root in himself, but is only temporary, and when afliction or persecution arises

because of the word, immediately he falls away
John Murray comments on this passag&ome [people] appear to be converted, they bodrov
with enthusiasm for a little while, and then sudgeoool off. They disappear from the
fellowship of the saints. Others do not show #raes enthusiasm; their attachment to the faith
of Christ has never been one of very pronouncedacier. But in the course of time it becomes
precariously tenuous and finally the tie is comglgtoroken—they walk no more in the path of
the righteous.*°

Let us not underestimate the deceptiveness of wmmsporary faith. None of the other disciples
suspected Judas of false faith and stealing freamtbney box (John 12:6), although Jesus knew
his true character (John 6:70-71). His lack ofspeerance in the end revealed him to be
apostate—a mere professor, not a true believee aplostle Peter and the writer to the Hebrews
warn professing believers not to return to theirasd defilements of the world.

2 Peter 2:20-22: *%For if after they have escaped the defilements of theonld by the

knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, thewre again entangled in them and are

overcome, the last state has become worse for thehan the first. “*For it would be better for

them not to have known the way of righteousness tiaving known it, to turn away from the

holy commandment delivered to therfflt has happened to them according to the true poove

“A dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, afteashing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”

Hebrews 6:4-6: *For in the case of those who have once been eetighbtand have

tasted of the heavenly gift and have been madekeg of the Holy Spiritand have

tasted the good word of God and the powers of geeta come®andthen have fallen

away, it is impossible to renew them again to repeéance, since they again crucify to

themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open esham
John Murray wisely warns professing believers: “Bwipture itself, therefore, leads us to the
conclusion that it is possible to have a very tipkif, ennobling, reforming and exhilarating
experience of the power and truth of the Gospelgcdme into such close contact with the
supernatural forces which are operative in Godiggtom of grace that these forces produce
effects in us which to human observation are hadiyinguishable from those produced by
God’45l regenerating and sanctifying grace and yeatdieartakers of Christ and heirs of eternal
life.”

Clearly, those whdall away in a pattern of continual sin and break fellowswith the Church
were never trulyporn again. Scripture warns us that many will confess Chrighheir tongues

39 John MurrayRedemption Accomplished and Applieérdmans Publishing Company pg 152
0 John MurrayRedemption Accomplished and AppliEérdmans Publishing Company pg 152
*bid, 153.
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but deny Him in their lives. We may have known some who appeared to believe and follow
Christ, but then became disillusioned and turnedyafrom Him, falling into a life of
unrepentant self-will and sin. This may causeauguestion our salvation. How can \eow
we are truly saved? By seeipgidencein our lives that God’s Spirit has regeneratechnd
lives within us. Such evidence is revealed asibgahe fruit of the Spirit in our lives. Good
trees bear good fruit, and bad trees bear bad fititve have truly believed, God’s sanctifying
power will be at work in our lives, equipping ug;, 6od’s good grace, to persevere to the end
and be saved. We will not shrink back and be dgstt.

Hebrews 10:39: Butwe are not of those who shrink back to destructionput of those

who have faith to the preserving of the soul

Question #204: Define apostacy.

Question #205: Since only professing believers can commit tms Isow can you test yourself
to be sure you are in the faith?

1 John and Saving Faith
Christians have bedomorn of God. God has given them life, and that life is eterdoalnature.
We who have beelnorn againare new creations kept by Christ through the ripisf the Holy
Spirit.  The Bible teaches that we cannot turn afrayn genuine faith by rejecting Christ.
Those who apostatize may have made an orthpdufessionof faith but were never born again.
The book of First John greatly illumines our undg@nging of true salvation.
1 John 2:18-19: *®Children, it is the last hour; and just as you Heat antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; fituswe know that it is the last hour.
*They went out from us, but they were not really ofus; for if they had been of us,
they would have remained with us; but they went oytin order that it might be
shown that they all are not of us
Those who arborn of Goddo not continually sin as a distinguishing wayife.
1 John 3:6-10: °No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins hasen Him or
knows Him. ‘Little children, let no one deceive you; the one owpractices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is rightethe one who practices sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. Swn of God appeared for this
purpose, that He might destroy the works of theilde?No one who is born of God
practices sin, because His seed abides in him; ahd cannot sin, because he is born
of God. By this the children of God and the children of teil are obvious:anyone
who does not practice righteousness is not of Godor the one who does not love his
brother.
Continuing in sin (sinning as a characteristic wéyife) reveals the apostate’s true identity. In
the same way, continuing in righteousness and (agha characteristic way of life) reflects the
reality of genuine saving faith.
1 John 2:29: If you know that He is righteous, you knaWwat everyone also who
practices righteousness is born of Him
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When those who have professed faith in Christ bfeldwship with Christians and begin to live
in continual patterns of sin, they show themsetedse children of the devil.

1 John 3:10: By this the children of God and the children of thedevil are obvious

anyone who does ngiractice righteousnesss not of God, nor the one who does not

love his brother.
First John makes it crystal clear that the distisigtng mark of true faith is righteous fruit.
Those whose lives reflect a continual pattern of reiveal that they are mere professors who
cannot bear fruit characteristic of those wholayen of God.

1 John 4:7-8: 'Beloved, let us love one another, for love is frGmd; andeveryone

who loves is born of God and knows God.’The one who does not love does not

know God, for God is love.
Those who have been born of the divine will persewsy the power of God at work in them.

1 John 5:18-19: ®®We know that no one who is born of God simst He who was born

of God keeps him and the evil one does not touchrhi *We know thatwe are of

God, and the whole world lies in the power of the ewik.

Question #206: What primary characteristic distinguishes genuirgielbers from mere
professors?

These truths require us to continue in faith and obdience.
We must guard against the temptation to allow awtenstanding of the security of our salvation
to lull us into complacency. The scripture warssrepeatedly tpursue our faith in Christ. It
exhorts and admonishes us to keep our lives foee §in, to be holy, and to live after the pattern
we were given by Christ. Those who are born of @odldpersevere till the end andll bear the
fruit of the Spirit in their lives. This occursrdugh our diligent effort in willing obedience
which generates assurance that we belong to Christ.

2 Peter 1:10-11: “°Therefore, brethrerhe all the more diligent to make certain about His

calling and choosing youfor as long as you practice these things, yolineler stumbletfor

in this way the entrance into the eternal kingddnowr Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be

abundantly supplied to you.

2 Timothy 2:19: Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stam@sjing this seal, “The

Lord knows those who are His,” and,et everyone who names the name of the Lord

abstain from wickedness’

Hebrews 6:11-12:"And we desire thatach one of you show the same diligence so as

to realize the full assurance of hope until the end“hat you may not be sluggish, but

imitators of those who through faith and patiendwerit the promises.
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The Westminster Confession on Perseverance

CHAPTER XVII.

Of The Perseverance of the Saints.

I. They whom God hath accepted in his Beloved, afdht called and sanctified by his Spirit,
can neither totally nor finally fall away from tretate of grace; but shall certainly persevere
therein to the end, and be eternally saved.

Il. This perseverance of the saints depends, not dpeim own free-will, but upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing fothe free and unchangeable love of God the
Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intesaas of Jesus Christ; the abiding of the Spirit
and of the seed of God within them; and the natiirthe covenant of grace; from all which
ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thefeo

lll. Nevertheless they may, through the temptatiorfSatén and of the world, the prevalancy of
corruption remaining in them, and the neglect af theans of their perseverance, fall into
grievous sins; and for a time continue therein: mhg they incur God's displeasure, and grieve
his Holy Spirit; come to be deprived of some measairtheir graces and comforts; have their
hearts hardened, and their consciences woundedahdimprevalancy others, and bring temporal
judgments upon themselves.

Question #207: What is the primary danger in rightly understanditige doctrine of
perseverance?

Question #208: How can believers effectively guard against thasger?

157



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

Notes:
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The Sovereignty of God

Part 4: In Salvation
Dealing with Hebrews 6:4-6

Some Scripture passages relevant to the doctrinpredestination in salvation may seem
contradictory, but in fact, they cannot be. Tlsibecause all Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and God does not contradict Himself. We hesen Scripture clearly teach that God is
sovereign in the salvation of His elect people. Wawe seen that their security is assured
because oHis faithfulness. Scripture clearly teaches thatitbeefits of salvation are wholly the
work of God. Hiselectionof sinners for salvation ignconditional; He does not choose based
on some condition within them or some kind of fexas faith. Election is grounded in God’s
sovereign, gracious choice. Therseverancef those He chooses and saves is assured by His
faithfulness to His own purposes. With these trdilmly in mind, let's examine a passage of
Scripture that may seem to contradict to them.

Hebrews 6:4-6
This passage addresspsofessing believers who have strayed from the faith and lbsic
teachings of salvation. The writer deals with thack of maturity by giving reproof (5:11-6:3)
and warning (6:4-12) concerning the reality of treginversion. Theontextof Hebrews 6:4-12
reveals that th@rimary issue at hand is not the security of the belielat,rather admonition
and warning to persevere and remain steadfasterfdith. Although secondainynplications
regarding the security of the believer may be drdrem the passage, they are not the main
focus of the passage.

Hebrews 6:4-6: “For in the case of those wimave once been enlightenednd have

tasted of the heavenly giftand have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit’and

have tasted the good word of God and the powers tife age to come®andthen have

fallen away, it is impossibleto renew them again to repentance, since theyagacify

to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to opams.

A. At first glance, Hebrews 6:4-6 may seem to desctibly converted people whall away
without the possibility of being restored. Since otherif@are passages teach that truly
converted people are secure in their faith, thisspge appears to contradict them. There is
another way to interpret this passage, howevelhré¥es 6:4-6 is best understood as referring to
those who aremere professorand not truly born again by the Spirit of God.
1. The immediate context of the passage supportsitderstanding that these are not
true believers, a fact manifested by tHalling away.
Hebrews 6:9: But, beloved, we are convinced of better things ceerning you, and
things that accompany salvationthough we are speaking in this way.
By using the wordbut, the writer is drawing an obviousontrast The contrastis
between two kinds of people: (1) those who arly toorn again and are characterized by
things that accompany salvatiorand (2) mere professors who are revealed tadte
truly born again by the fact that they fall awayscripture consistently affirms that
endurance is one of the things that accompanytsatvaThus, true believers, by biblical
definition, do not fall away. Faith that enduddgracterizeshe true believer. This is so
evident that the author of Hebrews doesn’t expglain
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2.

Interestingly, the broader context of the®ok of Hebrewsincludes warnings

addressed to those who will in fact persevere amdsavedlIt also provides obvious
proofs of apostasy to warn unbelievers, and makear ccontrasts between mere
profession and saving faith. These warning urgenttee persevere in the faith to avoid
coming under the judgment of God.

Hebrews 2:1-4: *For this reasomve must pay much closer attention to what
we have heard, lest we drift away from it. ’For if the word spoken through
angels proved unalterable, and every transgressidndisobedience received a
just recompense’how shall we escape if we neglect so great a saluaf
After it was at the first spoken through the Loitdwas confirmed to us by
those who heard,’God also bearing witness with thempoth by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of théyHBpirit according to His
own will.

Hebrews 10:26-29: “For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains aarifice for sins, “but a
certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will
consume the adversarie$’Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witees.?How much severer
punishment do you think he will deserve who has trapled under foot the
Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the bloofithe covenant by which
he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit ofrgce?

Hebrews 10:39: But we arenot of those who shrink back to destruction, but
of those who have faith to the preserving of the sb

Hebrews 12:15-17: *See to it that no one comes short of the grace ob6
that no root of bitterness springing up causesbteyuand by it many be defiled,;
®that there be no immoral or godless person likeuEseho sold his own
birthright for a single meal.’For you know that even afterwards, when he
desired to inherit the blessing, meas rejected, for he found no place for
repentance, though he sought for it with tears

This passage in Hebrews 6:4-6 is another in thes df warning passages to these mere
professors, and also clearly provides a contrasawing and persevering faith.

Question #209: Summarize what you see as the distinguishing ctexistic between warning
passages in Hebrews addressed to mere professdastiofand those addressed to genuine

believers.

B. The termsused in Hebrews 6:4-6 to describe mere professmnsot describe the reality of
new birth and true conversion. Rather, tlugscribe various experiences of life within the
Church.Those who live in close fellowship with genuineibeérs may experience a great deal
of spiritual blessing without being regenerate. e Tarms used here (“once been enlightened,
tasted of the heavenly gift, partakers of the hebvgift, tasted of the good word of God and the
powers of the age to come”) certainly describe etspef spiritual blessing within the life and
fellowship of the Church. However, they are usetvhere in the Bible to describe the reality
of regeneration John MacArthur's comments are helpful:

“The phrase “once enlightened” is often taken tdereto Christians, and the

accompanying warning taken to indicate the dangelosing their salvation if

“they fall away” and “crucify again for themselvebe Son of God.” But there is
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no mention of their being saved and they are netueed with any terms that
apply only to believers (such as holy, born agaighteous, or saints). This
problem arises from inaccurately identifying tharispal condition of the ones
being addressed. In this case, they were unbeBewdro had been exposed to
God’s redemptive truth and perhaps had made a psid@ of faith, but they had
not exercised genuine saving faith. In 10:26, tleé&nmence once again is to
nominal Christians who apostatize, not to genuireiebers who are often
incorrectly thought to lose their salvation becae$¢heir sins.*?
C. Hebrews 4:6 affirms that “it is impossible to ean. . . again to repentence” those “who have
fallen away.” Notice that the writer 1ot saying that these folks are beyond God’s power to
save through the regenerating power of the HolyitSpiRather, he is saying that all human
efforts of renewing them to repentance have bebausted with no saving effect.
1) Unbelievers who have lived within the fellowship thie Church, experienced the
power and conviction of God’s kingdom first handdaven manifested outward signs of
repentance and true conversion, and then “fall &virstp persistent sin and obvious
unbelief, reveal that they were never truly savéthey may have been attracted for a
time by the apparent benefits of salvation, buirthard hearts were never regenerated by
the power of God’s Holy Spirit.
2) This passageannot be saying thatrue believerswho “fall away” will not be
forgiven and restored by God. In the first placee believersannot “fall away” in the
sense of rejecting Christ and denying their sabvafsee relevant pages on security of the
believer.) And, in the second place, true belisweno “fall away” into persistent sin will
be convicted by the Holy Spirit and brought to rgpace. Almost all Christians, at
some point, fall into persistent sin and deep dobbt God is faithful to them. He will
act to restore them by His gracious love throughrttinistry of the Holy Spirit. There is
no degree of sin that is beyond God’s forgivenegs.fact, all of the sins of every
Christian who will ever be saved were forgiven amarked “paid in full” at the moment
Christ died on the Cross. His atoning work was Nyhsufficient and fully effective in
covering every sin of every person who has evewvitbrever be saved. We do not have
to worry about to what degree we can “fall awayfdoe we are beyond the reach of
God's forgiveness. Such a scenario amounts toildef the free mercy of God!
3) Scripture clearly teaches that true believerv@ithe reality of their regeneration by
theirfinal perseverance
Romans 8:29-30:%*For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to becooméormed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the bipst among many brethreffand
whom He predestined, these He also called; and whoie called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He also gldfied.
1 Corinthians 1:4-9: ¥l thank my God always concerning you, for the grate
God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that iargihing you were enriched
in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even a&stéstimony concerning Christ
was confirmed in you'so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaitiragerly
the revelation obur Lord Jesus Christ, dwho shall also confirm you to the
end, blamelessn the day of our Lord Jesus ChristGod is faithful, through
whom you were called into fellowship with His Sdesus Christ our Lord.
In contrast to this truth, those wHall away prove they were never saved. Lack of
perseverance reflects lack of true saving faith.

2 The MacArthur Bible Commentary John F. MacArthuoiffas Nelson Inc 2005 page 1834
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1 John 2:19: They went out from us, but they were not really ofus; for if
they had been of us, they would have remained witlss; but they went out, in
order that it might be shown that they all are notof us.

Luke 8:13: And those on the rocky soil are those who, when tiesar, receive
the word with joy; and these have no firm rabgy believe for a while, and in
time of temptation fall away.

1 John 3:9: No one who is born of God practices sin, bec#liseseed abides in
him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God

Question #210: What is the ultimate proof of genuine regeneration?
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The Sovereignty of God In Salvation
Our Response: Part 5 — Lesson 1

The Sovereign King
God, who created the Universe out of nothing arel/en now sustaining all things by the power
of His word, reigns as sovereign King above altidgrand heavenly powers and authorities.

Psalm 103:19: The LORD has established His throne in the heavens; Atisl

sovereignty rules over all.
God possessedsolute dominiorover all things. He is said to sit othaone in heavens! God
did not simply create the Universe and leave iuto on its own. He exercises full control over
all He has createdGod not only controls nature and history, He susts the entire universe
by his power, and orders all things to accomplishsHourpose and plansEverything that
happens in the world happens by God’s design addrudis control.

Psalms 47:7-8:'For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praiseth a skillful psalm.

8God reigns over the nationsGod sits on His holy throne.

Job 42:1-2: Then Job answered theokD, and said, I'know that Thou canst do all

things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwartd.”

Acts 17:24-25: **The God who made the world and all things in it since He id.ord

of heaven and earth does not dwell in temples made with harfdseither is He served

by human hands, as though He needed anything, Biaddimself gives to all life and

breath and all things
He isthe Lord of heaven and earthnd has decreed whatsoever comes to (Jdss Decrees of
God). Even the evil in the world, which God hates,d¢erees to achieve His eternal purposes.

Psalms 135:5-6:°For | know thatthe LORD is great, And that our Lord is above all

gods. ®Whatever the LORD pleases, He doe$n heaven and in earth, in the seas and in

all deeps
God not only permits the events of human history, liles ordained them from eternity past
(Foreordination), and is furthermorectively involvedin seeing that they all come to pass
(Providence) fulfilling all of His plans and purposes.

Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purposeEven the wicked

for the day of evil.

Romans 9:21-22:2'0r does not the potter have a right over the clay, tmake from

the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and &ner for common use “What if

God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath amdnake His power known, endured

with much patience vessels of wrath prepared fetrdetion?
The very idea that God’s divine purpose could bstfated isunthinkable. If it could, it would
not bethe divine purposk Failure of God’s purpose negates His sovereigr®od cannot be
God and be less than fully sovereign. Scripturery clear about this!

Ephesians 1:11-12: In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been

predestined according to His purpose who works alhings after the counsel of His

will, *to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEtshould be to the praise of

His glory.

Psalm 115:3: But our God is in the heavertde does whatever He pleases

Psalm 135:5-6: For | know that the @RD is great, And that our Lord is above all gods.

Whatever the LORD pleases, He doedn heaven and in earth, in the seas and all the

deeps.
God’s sovereignty and providence permeates theeeplan of redemption, bringing great
blessing to His church, the faithful in Christ J&susod’s chosen people are freed from slavery
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and bondage to sin. Satan, the evil world ruleo Whas persistently tormented God’s saints will
be dashed under their feet. God’s saints rejosmalbise He has chosen them out of the world to
be brought into an eternal world without sin orreart There in God’s kingdom, they will be
united to their husband and king, lie down in peacel rest forever!

Romans 6:17-18:''But thanks be to God that though you were slavesinpfyou became

obedient from the heart to that form of teachingMuich you were committed®and

having been freed from sin, you became slaves ofhiteousness

Romans 16:20: And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under youeét The

grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

1 Peter 1:3-5: °Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCho according

to His great mercy has caused us to be born agmia living hope through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de&m, obtain an inheritance which is

imperishable and undefiled and will not fade awayreserved in heaven for you®who

are protected by the power of God through féitha salvation ready to be revealed in

the last time
God's sovereign control over the events of lifplainly evident in Scripture. In fathis theme
runs through the whole Bibled Everywhere we look in Scripture, we see God futentially
working in all things to accomplish His purposesttee display of His glory, name, and power!
God is bringing His world tdhe specific endthat He purposed from all eternity. At the
appointed time, all rebellion against His sovereagthority will cease. His purposes for sin and
evil will be fully accomplished. Everything willebat rest forever in the Kingdom of God.

Isaiah 46:9-11: **Remember the former things long past, For | am Gl there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like MBeclaring the end from the beginning

And from ancient times things which have not beena] Saying‘My purpose will be

established, And | will accomplish all My good plesure’; “Calling a bird of prey

from the east, The man of My purpose from a famtgu Truly | have spoken; truly |

will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely Iwill do it.”

Isaiah 14:27: Forthe Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustra it? And as
for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?

Question #211: Drawing from the Scripture passages cited in thigisn, explain in your own
words why the very idea that God'’s divine purposel@ be frustrated is unthinkable.

A Worthy Response

How shall we respond to these things? If God de@d who He claims to b#)e sovereign
living Lord of heaven and earththen our response to His great plans and purposes be
worthy of Him. Included in such a response wowdybdly fear, worship, and adoration:

Godly Fear
Since God is the creator and sustainer of allsigppropriate to fear His great power and
majesty!
Revelation 15:3-4:*And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servagoof and the
song of the Lamb, saying “Great and marvelous dng Works, O Lord God, the
Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thoudof the nations.*Who will not

164



Heritage Christian Fellowship The Sovereignty of God
Albuquerque, NM Pastor Shaan Sloan

fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; For all the nations will

come and worship before Thee, For Thy righteous laate been revealed.”
When the saints of old happened upon a vision al.@wey were greatly humbled. Job, for
example, upon seeing a vision of God, exclaime@gwerence and awe:

Job 42:5-6: *| have heard of Thee by the hearing of the eat;rBwv my eye sees Thee;

®Therefore | retract, And | repent in dust and ashes’
Isaiah, upon seeing a vision of the thrice Holy God, hiyr@ctknowledged his sins and the sins
of his people:

Isaiah 6:5: Then | said, Woe is me, for | am ruined! Because | am a man ofnclean

lips, And | live among a people of unclean ligsFor my eyes have seen the King, the

LoRD of hosts.”
The propheDaniel was overcome by a vision from God and describsakperience:

Daniel 8:27: Then I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for dayghen | got up

again and carried on the king's business; but lagésunded at the vision, and there was

none to explain it.
Later, he saw a heavenly messenger and recor@éntoeinter:

Daniel 10:7-12: ‘Now |, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the nvéimo were with me

did not see the visiomevertheless, a great dread fell on them, and thegan away to

hide themselves 2So | was left alone and saw this great visiget:no strength was left

in me, for my natural color turned to a deathly palor, and | retained no strength

°But | heard the sound of his words; and as sodrhaard the sound of his wordgell

into a deep sleep on my face, with my face to theagyind. *°Then behold, a hand

touched me and set me trembling on my hands and kae *'And he said to me, “O

Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the woralsithm about to tell you and stand

upright, for | have now been sent to you.” And whenhad spoken this word to e,

stood up trembling. **Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel,ffom the first

day that you set your heart on understanding thisan humbling yourself before your

God, your words were heard, and | have come irnorespto your words.”
Daniel was afraid in God’s presence, and rightly o mere glimpse of Him can kill a man
(Exodus 33:20)! When the Apostle John had a visibthe glorified Christ he responded in
terror.

Revelation 1:17-18:*"And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as a dead nra And He

laid His right hand upon me, sayind)d not be afraid | am the first and the lasfand

the living One; and | was dead, and behold, | aredbrevermore, and | have the keys

of death and of Hades.”
All these who encountered God responded in feae c&h therefore conclude that anyone who
sees himself in the light of God’s holiness wilace the same way. This fear does not spur a
desire to run away, however. It inspires deepeaespnd reverence, a worshipful trembling
before the power, purity and holiness of God. Thrappens as we contemplate our sinfulness
and the many ways we have sinned against His panty power. Were it not for His great
mercy toward sinners, we would be consumed byitkeof His wrath! Knowing this, in deep
reverence we express our thankfulness for His gmeaicy and our respect for His purity,
holiness, and power. Scripture comforts us with assurance that Gadelights in these
manifestations of genuine humility!

Isaiah 66:1-2: 'Thus says the &RrRD, “Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My

footstool. Where then is a house you could bwidMe? And where is a place that |

may rest??For My hand made all these things, Thus all thesegs came into being,”

declares the @RrD. “But to this one | will look, To him who is humble ad contrite of

spirit, and who trembles at My word.”
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Psalm 34:15-19: *°The eyes of the @RrD are toward the righteous, Ardis ears are
open to their cry. '°The face of the @RD is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of
them from the earth!’The righteous cry and the LORD hears And delivers them out
of all their troubles.'®The LORD is near to the broken-hearted, And saves those who
are crushed in spirit. **Many are the afflictions of the righteous; But therp delivers
him out of them all.

Psalm 51:15-17: O Lord, open my lips, That my mouth may declare Pphaise. **For
Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise | Wwbgive it; Thou art not pleased with
burnt offering. *'The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A brokenand a contrite
heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise

Question #212: Drawing on the Scripture passages related to “gtedly’ cited above, describe
this fear in your own words.

Question #213: Why is godly fear something we should not be afraid of, but actuatgk
after?

Worship and Adoration
Worship entails ascribing value to something. Wken worship something, we treasure it,
adore it, and value it; our feelings and attitustegard it inspire our behavior toward it. Worship
generates action. When we worship God, we view &nsupremely valuable and worthy of our
adoration and service. In reality, however, to lalec God most valuableto us is an
understatement. That's because He is the ultist@iedard defining value. When we rightly
value God, we do not compare Him to any higherddesh Rathenve esteem Him to be most
worthy of our adoration, praise, and worship.

Exodus 15:11: Who is like Thee among the gods, ORD? Who is like Thee, majestic

in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonde?Ps

Psalm 71:19: For Thy righteousness, O God, reaches to theemsavhou hast done

great things; O God, who is like Thee?

Psalm 86:8: There is no one like Thee among the gods, O Lord;d are there any

works like Thine.
We rightly esteem God above everything else because/thing else derives value in relation
to Him. All the things God has created derive their vdtoen fulfilling His divine purpose for
them.

Revelation 4:11: Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and

honor and powerfpr Thou didst create all things and because of Thy will they existed,

and were created.

Psalm 104:5-9: °He established the earth upon its foundationsSo that it will not

totter forever and everThou didst cover it with the deep as with a garm&he waters

were standing above the mountain%t Thy rebuke they fled; At the sound of Thy

thunder they hurried away®*The mountains rose; the valleys sank doWenthe place

which Thou didst establish for them. *Thou didst set a boundary that they may not

pass over;That they may not return to cover the earth.
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Job 37:9-13: °Out of the south comes the storm, And out of thehnthe cold. **From

the breath of God ice is made, And the expansd@fwaters is frozen.*Also with

moisture He loads the thick cloud; He dispersescibad of His lightning. *2And it

changes direction, turning around by His guidantleat it may do whatever He

commands it On the face of the inhabited eartiWhether for correction or for His

world, Or for lovingkindness, He causes it to happe
Why is God worthy to receive glory and honor? BeeaHe created and controls all things.
Nothing exists outside the will of God. Everythimxists by His design and sustaining
providence How can we do anything less than pay Him homagéha high and lofty One?
Indeed, anything less is wretchedly sinfuland is, in fact, idolatry—a violation of the firs
commandment.

Exodus 20:3: You shall have no other gods before Me
Such sin fails to glorify and esteem God propdryfact, the very nature of sin is pride (self-
exaltation). It declares that our willful desires are more artpnt than God’s righteous intent for
us. When we sin, we do not esteem Him as LordMaster (who He truly is). Rather, we
usurp God’s authority by refusing to esteem Himwidro He truly is, Lord and Master of all.
This is, indeed, the very definition of sin: tortsgress the law, character, and will of God.

Romans 1:18-21:*®For the wrath of God is revealed from heawginst all ungodliness and

unrighteousness of menpwho suppress the truth in unrighteousnésecause that which is

known about God is evident within them; for God mat evident to them.”For since the

creation of the world His invisible attributes, Hi¢ernal power and divine nature, have been

clearly seen, being understood through what has tieele, so that they are without exci&eor

eventhough they knew God they did not honor Him as God, or give thanksbut they became

futile in their speculations, and their foolish Hesas darkened.
It is clearly of great importance to value God Wiro He is by honoring Him and giving thanks
for the gracious gift of life He has given us. Fhheme must be stressed, given the way it
emphasized in the Scripture.

1 Chronicles 29:11-13: "Thine, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the

glory and the victory and the majesty indeed everything that is in the heavens and the

earth; Thine is the dominion, DoRD, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all.

2Both riches and honor come from Thee, and Thou mistover all, and in Thy hand is

power and might; and it lies in Thy hand to makeagyr and to strengthen everyone.

*Now therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise iy glorious name.
Rightly valuing Godmoves us to worship. That is, &scribevalue to Him and proclaim His
worth. We proclaim the glory of His great powetwihe words of our mouths and the thoughts
and meditations of our hearts. His majestic auiyhas the most regal and beautiful, stately and
splendid, magnificent and amazing grandeur of @lerefore, we delight in our praises of Him!

Psalms 96:4-9:For great is the @RD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared@bo

all gods. °For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But L&D made the heavens.

®Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and &auty are in His sanctuary

"Ascribe to the brp, O families of the peoples, Ascribe to therD glory and strength.

8Ascribe to the LORD the glory of His name Bring an offering, and come into His

courts. *Worship the IorDIn holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.
We are to praise Him argive Him thanks! We are to treasure Him and adore for His goodness
and power! This is what is appropriate for the tregg to give glory and honor and thanksgiving
to the Great Creator!

Psalm 106:1: Praise the LOrRD! Oh give thanks to the LorD, for He is good

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

Hebrews 13:15 '°*Through Him then, let us continually offer up arifiee of

praise to God, that ithe fruit of lips that give thanks to His name
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 °Rejoice always;'’pray without ceasing;'®in
everything give thanks for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Question #214: Describe “worship and adoration.”

Question #215: Which of the above passages seem most helpfuugersonally as you seek
to worship and adore God most appropriately?
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The Sovereignty of God In Salvation
Our Response: Part 5 — Lesson 2

The Sovereign King
God made the world by His own power out of nothamgl is, even now, sustaining everything
by His powerful Word. God ithe sovereign kingabove all powers and authorities.

Psalm 103:19: The LorD has established His throne in the heavens; Atsl

sovereignty rules over all.
God possesseabsolute dominionand authority over all things. He sits oritlarone in the
heavens!” How ridiculous it would be to say that God crelatiee universe, but does not control
what takes place in it.The truth is that God not only controls nature anlistory, but He
sustains the entire universe by His power, and osl¢he events of His entire creation to
accomplish His purpose and planEverything that happens in the world happensaekpress
will of this God who rules the world and all wheean it.

Psalms 47:7-8:"For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praiseth a skillful psalm.

®God reigns over the nationsGod sits on His holy throne.
He isthe“Lord of Heaven and Earth"(Acts 17:24). Healecreedeverything that happens in the
world (see “The Decrees of Gqgd” Even the evil in the world, which God hates,séxito
achieve His eternal purposes that will, withoubalat, comes to pass.

Psalms 135:5-6: °For | know thatthe LORD is great, And that our Lord is above all gods.

SWhatever the LORD pleases, He dogdn heaven and in earth, in the seas and in ajpsle
God does not merely permit the events of humarotyisto occur; He ordained them from
eternity past (foreordination He is alsactively involvedn bringing them to pass (providence
fulfilling all of His plans and purposes.

Proverbs 16:4: The LORD has made everything for its own purposeEven the wicked

for the day of evil.
That God’s divine purpose could meet with frustmatisunthinkable. Failure of God’s purpose
would be failure of His sovereignty. If God’'s soeignty could fail He woulchot be God.
Scripture is very clear about this.

Ephesians 1:11-12: In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been

predestinedaccording to His purpose who works all things afterthe counsel of His

will, *to the end that we who were the first to hope imisEtshould be to the praise of

His glory.
The fact that God controls all eventsasmain theme of the Bible Scripture consistently
testifies that God is continually working out Hisrposes for the display of His glory, name and
power. God is bringing His world to @axpected endwhich He purposed from all eternity. At
the appointed time, all earthly powers and autlewitwill be brought under His sovereign
authority, His purposes will be accomplished, athdvdl be at rest forever in the Kingdom of
God!

Isaiah 46:9-11: °Remember the former things long past, For | am Gad, there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like MBeclaring the end from the beginning

And from ancient times things which have not beened Saying“My purpose will be

established, And | will accomplish all My good plesure”; *'Calling a bird of prey

from the east, The man of My purpose from a faméguTruly | have spoken; truly |

will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely Iwill do it.
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Question #216: From Psalm 103:19, 47:7-8, 135:5-6; Proverbs 1Eghesians 1:11-12; and
Isaiah 46:9-11, record specific words and phralsasamphasize God’s sovereign kingship over
all things.

Question #217 Prayerfully consider and record how this aspdcGod’'s being and nature
impacts your relationship with Him.

A Devoted Love
Because God is infinitely valuable and worthy ofrsfop, our only appropriate response to Him
is intense commitment rooted in love and devotioiThus, Jesussummed up God’s
commandments like this:

Matthew 22:36-40: **Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”

¥And He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and

with all your soul, and with all your mind.” *This is the great and foremost

commandment. *The second is like it, “You shall love your neightes yourself.’

*%0n these two commandments depend the whole Law atite Prophets.”

Mark 12:28-31: *And one of the scribes came and heard them argaimjrecognizing

that He had answered them well, asked HWihat commandment is the foremost of

all?” *Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israellhe Lord our God is one

Lord; *%and you shall love the Lord your God with all yourheart, and will all your

soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” **The second is this, ‘You

shall love your neighbor as yourselfThere is no other commandment greater than

these.”
Jesus identifies th&foremost commandment—our ultimate responsibility as Christians—as
loving God with all our might. Running a close second is loving our neighborsvadove
ourselves. In other words, says Jesus, this isngning and application of the whole Bible for
us, to love God! This, says the Lord, is theeat and foremost commandmentlh other words,
this is what iSMOST important in life, the main thing, the first thinthe great thing, the
foremost thing, the thing which is front and aboa# others. Jesus say®©n these two
commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophethe entire Old Testament, all 39
books, all 929 chapters, 23,214 verses, all 590u8als says Jesuslepend on these two
commandments.”

Mark 12:32-33: *?And the scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher, Yowéaruly stated

that He is One; and there is no one else besides ¥ind to love Him with all the heart

and with all the understanding and with all theeisgth, and to love one’s neighbor as

himself,is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifice.”
Our first priority—more important than all our mglbus endeavors, more important than
anything else in all the world—is tove God. To love God, says Jesus, is why we exist. Jesus
affirmed this great truth in Luke 14.

Luke 14:25-27: ®Now great multitudes were going along with Him; atel turned and

said to them?® If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his owrtli@r and mother

and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yesnd even his own life, he cannot
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be My disciple *Whoever does not carry his own cross and come Kféecannot be
My disciple.”
God will have no rivals for His esteem and devotioidis kingdom. Jesusxpectsto be more
important than everything we hold dear, including tamilies and even our very lives. Those
unwilling to make such a commitmerdannotbe His disciples. His commandment requires us to
love the Lord our Godwith all your heart, and with all your soul, and wh all your mind, and
with all your strength” This standard is set extremely high. It demahds we love God with
all that we are and all that we have.
with all your heart: This speaks of emotion; we are to be wholly devoted
to God with strong affection.
with all your soul: - This refers to life itself; we are to center dives
around His service, devoting ourselves to livingHom with willingness to
die at his command.
with all your mind: This means loving God with our intellect, bringin
memory, thought, imagination, reason, judgment, ahdur mental powers
under submission to Him in adoration and love. sTieiquires enjoying His
Word and His gospel more than the vain thoughtswfown minds, the
entertainment, comedy and communications of theldworlt naturally
results in devoting our time to meditation and viagrof God.
with all your strength: This suggests bringing all the faculties of saudl
body to labor and toil for His glory, as the highesority in our lives.
As we value God because He is supremely valuabéemust love Him with wholehearted
devotion. Good Christian, does your life give evide of your love for God? Or does it reveal
other things competing with Him for your love anevdtion? Only those who love God with
their whole being will be truly satisfied in thigel. Full contentment and fulfillment flow from
fulfilling the purpose for which we were made.
Deuteronomy 10:12-13:*?And now, Israel, what does thedRD your God require from
you, butto fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, andto
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, **and to keep
the LORD's commandmentsand His statutes which | am commanding you today fo
your good?

Question #218: Based on what Jesus identifies as “the foremostntamdment,” what is our
highest responsibility as Christians?

Question #219: List one or morespecificways you can love God:
With all your heart:

With all your soul:

With all your mind:

With all your strength:

Which of these areas are the easiest for you to do?
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Which are the hardest?
List one or more ways you can use the areas tleatasy for you to strength the areas that are
hard for you.

A Commitment to Obedience
Since God is the Sovereign, the supreme authahigylord of heaven and earth, who has given
us high and holy commandments, we are obligatedgpond to Him in unwavering obedience.
If a powerful earthly authority gave us a righteai®ctive, we would obey. How much more
should we honor God with obedience to Him. Shallnail against our Maker? Shall we rebel
against the King of Kings? God forbid!

Deuteronomy 4:39: Know therefore today, and take it to your heidwat the LORD, He

is God in heaven above and on the earth below; theiis no other
God is the One to whom we will all give an accoohbur deeds. Even in times of testing when
it seems all the world is against us, we must dBey, regardless of the cost. The first century
Apostles set a righteous example for us.

Acts 5:27-30: ?’And when they had brought them, they stood theroreethe Council.

And the high priest questioned theffisaying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to

continue teaching in this name and behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your

teaching, and intend to bring this man's blood upsri ?But Peter and the apostles

answered and saitie must obey God rather than men.”
Those who love God will in fact obey Him. Our obmtte reflects our belief that He is the
Sovereign Lord who alone is worthy of our adorathoml trust.

John 14:15: If you love Me, you will keep My commandments

1 John 5:3: Forthis is the love of God, that we keep His commandmts; and His

commandments are not burdensome.

Question #220: Describe the basis of our obligation to obey Godaweringly.

Faith and Trust
Since our Sovereign God is in full control of dingsand has our best interests in mind, we are
absolutely safe in His care.

Romans 8:28: And we know thatsod causes all things to work together for goodb

those who love Godp those who are called according to His purpose
Many Christians have a hard time believing that @dtdo this for them. They know they are
not worthy of such goodness from God, and so thmybtithat this promise applies toem
Such doubts fail to grasp tlyggaciousnesf God’s promise! This is not a blessing Chrissia
must earn; it is one we receive by grace and fait trust His word. Has not God proven
Himself worthy of our trust? To whom else shall gg& He is the Sovereign Lord! The Bible
calls us to place our trust in Him.

Psalm 43:5: Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are youwisturbed within me?

Hope in God, for | shall again praise Him, The help of my cmmance, and my God.
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Proverbs 3:5-6: °Trust in the L orD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own

understanding.®In all your ways acknowledge Him And He will make your paths

straight.
How then should we respond to the fact that GoBlagereign in all things and over all things?
We should entrust our lives to Him wait upon Hitde will not leave us nor forsake us! He is
our God who delights in our deliverance and peace

Psalm 37:3-7: >Trust in the LORD, and do good Dwell in the land and cultivate

faithfulness. “Delight yourself in the brD; And He will give you the desires of your

heart. °"Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. °’And He

will bring forth your righteousness as the lightndAyour judgment as the noonday.

'Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who

prospers in his way, Because of the man who cavtiesvicked schemes.

Psalm 33:18-22: '®Behold, the eye of the IORD is on those who fear Him On those

who hope for His lovingkindnes§iTo deliver their soul from death, And to keep them

alive in famine.?®Our soul waits for the @rRD; He is our help and our shield ?*For our

heart rejoices in Him, Because we trust in His hudyne. ?Let Thy lovingkindness, O

LORD, be upon usAccording as we have hoped in Thee

Question #221: What part does faith and trust playwilling obedience?
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Notes:
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The Sovereignty of God In Salvation:
Our Response: Part 5 — Lesson 3

The Sovereign King
God made the world by His own power out of nothamgl is even now sustaining everything by
His powerful Word. God ishe Sovereign Kingabove all earthly and heavenly powers and
authorities.

Psalm 103:19: The LORD has established His throne in the heavens; Alsl

sovereignty rules over all.
God possessesolute authoritative dominiomver all things. That's why He is said to sitan
“throne in the heavens.” Scripture affirms the logical connection betwéard's creation of the
universe and His control over it. It tells us tkaad not only controls nature and history, but
also sustains the entire universe by His power. étéers the events of His entire creation to
accomplish His purpose and plansFriends, we must understand that God rules thedwo
such an absolute way thatery evenbccurs at His express purpose and will and bypidiger.

Psalms 47:7-8: 'For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praiséth a skillful psalm.

8God reigns over the nationsGod sits on His holy throne.

Acts 17:22-28: *’And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus arid, sMen of

Athens, | observe that you are very religious inrespects. **For while | was passing

through and examining the objects of your worshiglso found an altar with this

inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.” What thereforeoy worship in ignorance, this

| proclaim to you.?*The God who made the world and all things in it, sice He is the

Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in templemade with hands;#*neither is

He served by human hands, as though He needed anity, since He Himself gives

to all life and breath and all things; *°and He made from one every nation of mankind

to live on all the face of the earthaving determined their appointed times, and the

boundaries of their habitation, *'that they should seek God, if perhaps they migbper

for Him and find Him, though He is not far from &aane of us®or in Him we live and

move and exist, as even some of your own poets baig ‘For we also are His

offspring.”
He is “the Lord of Heaven and Earth”(Acts 17:24) who permits, indeed decrees whatgoeve
comes to pass in the wor{diHE DECREES OF GoD). Although there is much evil in the world,
which God hates, He is allows and uses it to aehldis eternal purposes which will come to
pass.

Psalm 135:5-6: °For | know thatthe LORD is great, And that our Lord is above all

gods. %Whatever the LORD pleases, He doedn heaven and in earth, in the seas and in

all deeps.
God not only permits, but has ordained, the evaitdhuman history from eternity past
(Foreordination). Furthermore, He iactively involvedn bringing them to pag#’rovidence)
fulfilling all of His plans and purposes.

Proverbs 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its own purposeEven the wicked

for the day of evil.
It is unthinkable that God’s divine purpose could meet with frustrat Sovereignty is an
essential characteristic of Deity. Failure of Gogdurpose would be failure of His sovereignty.
Failure of His sovereignty would negate His de8gripture is very clear about this.

Psalm 103:19: The Lord has established His throne in the heassHis sovereignty

rules over all.
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Psalm 47:7-8: ‘For God is the King of all the earth Sing praises with a skillful psalm.

®God reigns over the nations, God sits on His holyntone.

Daniel 4:17: This sentence is by the decree of the angelic wasctind the decision is

a command of the holy ones, In order the the livimgy know Thathe Most High is

ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it orwhom He wishes And sets it over

the lowliest of men.

Ephesians 1:11-12: In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been

predestinedaccording to His purpose who works all things afterthe counsel of His

will, *to the end that we who Iwere the first to hope & should be to the praise of

His glory.
God's absolute control over all events and circamsts underlies everything in the Bible. The
Bible reveals that God is providentially workingtdtis will to accomplish His purposes for the
display of His glory, name and power! God is bnrggHis world to arexpected end-the end
He ordained in eternity past. At His appointedejrall earthly powers and authorities will be
brought into subjection to His sovereign authorklys purposes will be accomplished, and all
will rest forever in the Kingdom of God!

Isaiah 46:9-11: °Remember the former things long past, For | am @ad, there is no

other; | am God, and there is no one like M’@,eclaring the end from the beginning

And from ancient times things which have not beened Saying“My purpose will be

established, And | will accomplish all My good plesure”; *'Calling a bird of prey

from the east, The man of My purpose from a famtgu Truly | have spoken; truly |

will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely Iwill do it.

Question #222: Thoughtfully reread the Scripture passages listexv@ under “The Sovereign
King.” Then describe in your own words God’s reaship to everything in creation.

Question #223: How does His relationship to everything in creatimpact you personally?

Blessed Assurance
Just as God saved us according to His kind interifiodrawing us to Himself and causing us to
be born again, He will surely see us through toetheé and bring us safely to heaven! Jesus has
secured salvation for all who respond to the gobpelepenting of their sins and placing their
faith in Christ! He has opened the door to God&spnce by meeting the demands of His holy
justice. No wrath remains for those who are ini§thall of God’s wrath against all the sin of
everyone who will ever be saved has been pouredu@hrist! His work on our behalf has
secured our salvation.

Isaiah 53:4-5: 4Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrades carried; Yet we

ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, aflicted. °*But He was pierced

through for our transgressions, He was crushed fopur iniquities; The chastening

for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.
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Romans 8:1-2: 'There is thereforaow no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesuashset you free from the law of

sin and of death.
We have assurance because Christ’'s work is perféot. this, we praise God! Our mediator
(priest) stands between us and God. He is the kanbficed to cover our sins. Dear friends,
since God sacrificed His own Son for us, He wilhgrus safely to Heaven. He has made us
joint heirs with Christ of His eternal inheritanc@ll that is Christ’s is now ours as wellhis is
because the work of Christ in securing our salvatits perfect. He is a perfect priest and the
complete sacrifice, who paid the full price for @ims. Christ was sent by the Father to do His
perfect will in saving the elect. The life, deatbsurrection, and ascension of Christ perfectly
accomplished the will of God in redemption.

Ephesians 1:7-8:'In Him we have redemption through His blood, the fogiveness of

our trespassesaccording to the riches of His graéahich He lavished upon us. In all

wisdom and insight

Hebrews 10:14: For by one offering He has perfected for all timethose who are

sanctified.

Hebrews 10:19-25:°Since therefore, brethreme have confidence to enter the holy

place by the blood of Jesus®by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us

through the veil, that is, His fleshtand since we have a great priest over the house of

God, #let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assuance of faith having our

hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience @andbodies washed with pure water.

%) et ushold fast the confession of our hope without waveni, for He who promised

is faithful; **and let us consider how to stimulate one anothdowe and good deeds,

*not forsaking our own assembling together, asdshtibit of some, but encouraging one

another; and all the more, as you see the day degaméar.

Colossians 1:21-22:*'And although you were formerly alienated and hesitil mind,

engaged in evil deed&yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body thragh

death, in order to present you before Him holy andlameless and beyond reproach

Simply believing these scriptural truths equipstasest assuredhat Heaven is oursyholly
because of what Christ has done!

Question #224: From the Scripture passages above relating to $BlkAssurance,” write out
specific words and phrases that reveal the basmiofssurance that our salvation is eternally
secure and cannot be taken away from us or fodféiyeour own actions.

Question #225: Describe your personal response to this
assurance.

Peace and Rest
Knowing that God is Sovereign affords us great peac
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Romans 8:31: What then shall we say to these thinfS3od is for us, who is against
us?

God controls nature and history. He is the Lordime and eternity. He is the all-knowing, all-
powerful King of Heaven. What could take Him bymise or prevent Him from blessing His
people? His eye is on the sparrow; how much mwesons and daughters He loves.

Romans 8:38-39: *%For | am convinced that neither death, nor lifer aagels, nor

principalities, nor things present, nor things émne, nor powers nor height, nor depth,

nor any other created thing, shall be able to sepate us from the love of Godwhich

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Since God has done all this for us in Christ JesusLord, we can and should rest in Him
knowing that He delights to give us eternal lifelamork all things for our good. His promises
give us rest and great peace!

Psalm 119:165: Those who love Thy law have great peacénd nothing causes them

to stumble.

Isaiah 26:3-4: *The steadfast of mind Thou wilt keep in perfect peee, Because he

trusts in Thee “Trust in the IoRD forever, For in ®D the LORD, we have an

everlasting Rock.
Jesus often commands fearful saifiBp not be afraid, and then assures them of His presence
with them. Indeed we who love God have nothinfetr, because everything will work for our
ultimate good

Luke 12:32: Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give

you the kingdom
Remember that God in His providence is ruling oeery detail of your life. He allows only
what He has designed for your good and His gldrgerefore dear Christian, He invites you to
rest in His Son Jesus Christ.

Matthew 11:28-30: *Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, lanil give

you rest **Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for | gemtle and humble in

heart; andyou shall find rest for your souls **For My yoke is easy, and My load is

light.

Question #226: On what basis do Christians experience peace ahdhrthis life?

Question #227: Are you currently experiencing this peace antPres
If not, what is hindering you from experiencing it?

Thanksgiving and Praise
Dear friends, consider how we ought to be thankiulGod’s goodness to us. God has promised
to ultimately work all things in our lives for ogpood. He went so far as to give His own Son for
us! Will He not also give us everything we need?

Romans 8:31-32: **What then shall we say to these thing§?God is for us, who is

against us? **He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Hjrfor us all how

will He not also with Him freely give us all thing®
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If God will give His people a Kingdom when they dieill He not give them daily bread while
they live? If Jesus suffered and died to bringtmélimself, will He not also hear my cry for
help? Of course He will! Even more than that,itds given us eternal life and promised that we
will bask in His glory forever in Heaven. What rearould we ask from the good hand of God!
It is certainly fitting for God’s saints to praiaed thank Him who gives them life and breath!

Psalm 50:23: He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honor$e; And to him who

orders his way aright I shall show the salvatioGofi
Those who know the goodness of God respond in piigise to our King. Thanksgiving is the
lifeblood of every true saint. Praise is the gartribat fits handsomely on our backs.

Psalm 145:9-10: °The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all Hierks.

%Al Thy works shall give thanks to Thee, O IoRD, And Thy godly ones shall bless

Thee
Scripture affirms that the mouths of the wicked &Hed with grumbling, murmuring, and
complaining. The wicked cannot praise God, neitrer they thankful. The poison of asps is
under their tongues, and their mouths profane #meenof God. The saints of God stand in stark
contrast!

Romans 3:13-14: ®Their throat is an open grave, With their tongues hey keep

deceiving, The poison of asps is under their lips“Whose mouth is full of cursing

and bitterness.

Psalm 33:1-5: 'Sing for joy in the LORD, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming

to the upright. “Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; Sing praises to Him with a

harp of ten strings. ®Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shot of joy.

*For the word of the @RDis upright; And all His work is done in faithfulres’He loves

righteousness and justice; The earth is full ofitvengkindness of the @rD.
Let us therefore give God the thanksgiving andgeravhich is due to Him. No matter what cup
He gives us to drink, no matter what bitternessanfl should afflict us, no matter what great trial
befalls us—may we stand in the company of joyourstsagiving God glorious praise, knowing
that He gives only what is for our good! So shed do His good will of giving Him thanks in
every circumstance.

Ephesians 5:18-21: ®And do not get drunk with wine, for that is disgipa, but be

filled with the Spirit,"®speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and sjual

songs, singing and making melody in your heart tahe Lord; #always giving thanks

for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, ghenFather?’and be

subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18'°Rejoice always'‘pray without ceasing®in everything give

thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

Question #228: Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving and praise the truths you have learned
in this study.

Question #229: With whom might you share what you learned sqg tte rejoice with you?
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